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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
March 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Lennox Elementary School District, a district serving kindergarten through grade eight, to waive California Education Code Section 47605(a)(6) to allow the district to renew the charter of the Animo Leadership Charter High School, a charter school serving grades nine through twelve.
Waiver Number: 9-1-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
If approved by the State Board of Education (SBE), the waiver would be operative for two consecutive years and, pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(b) (formerly 33051(c)), would continue to be operative thereafter, provided the information in the waiver request remains the same.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Under EC Section 33050, a school district governing board may request a waiver of various provisions of statute and regulation for one or more of the schools under its jurisdiction. In March 2007, May 2007, and May 2008, the SBE considered, and approved, waiver requests that were factually very similar to this request. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC Section 47605(a)(6) states: “Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school may not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that school district.”

Through this waiver request, the Lennox Elementary School District (ESD), a district in Los Angeles County serving kindergarten through grade eight, proposes to waive California EC Section 47605(a)(6) to allow the district to renew and continue to authorize the charter of the Animo Leadership Charter High School (CHS), a charter school serving grades nine through twelve.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The Lennox ESD initially chartered the Animo Leadership CHS in 2000, prior to the operative date of EC Section 47605(a)(6), which now prohibits an elementary district from chartering a school that exclusively serves high school grades. 
The Animo Leadership CHS has demonstrated a solid record of academic success. The school achieved a statewide ranking of 6 and a similar schools ranking of 10 on the 2007 base Academic Performance Index (API). Also, as measured by the 2008 growth API, student achievement at the Animo Leadership CHS surpassed two of the three high schools in the Centinela district. See Attachment 2 and 3.
The Centinela Valley Union High School District and the Los Angeles County Office of Education do not object to the Lennox ESD waiver request.

The SBE has generally been inclined to approve waiver requests related to high performing schools, provided the waivers do not result in increased costs to the state. For the above-stated reasons, the CDE recommends approval of this waiver request.

Demographic Information: 
Lennox Elementary SD has a total enrollment of 7,478 and is located in an urban portion of Los Angeles County.
Animo Leadership CHS has a total enrollment, as of October 2008, of 525 and is located in an urban portion of Los Angeles County.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2014
Local board approval date(s): January 13, 2009
Public hearing held on date(s): January 13, 2009
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): Association de Maestros, consulted
January 13, 2009 
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Lennox Teacher’s Association, consulted January 13, 2009
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: School Site Council, consulted December 17, 2008   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: January 13, 2009, and December 17, 2008
	FISCAL ANALYSIS


Approval of this waiver would have essentially no impact on state costs. If the Animo Leadership CHS were not chartered by the Lennox ESD, the students would likely attend other public schools, and overall costs to the state would be approximately the same.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office).
Attachment 2: 2008 Growth Academic Performance Index Report School Report - 

Animo Leadership High (1 page). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office).

Attachment 3: 2008 Growth Academic Performance Index Report School Report - 

Centinela Valley Union High (1 page). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office).
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