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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
March 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Santa Ana Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code Section 52863 for a waiver of Education Code Section 52852, allowing one schoolsite council to function for two schools: George Washington Carver Elementary and Lydia Romero-Cruz Elementary Schools.
Waiver Number: 5-9-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the joint schoolsite council will maintain the parity requirements of California Education Code (EC) Section 52852, and will be composed as follows: the shared school principal, two teacher representatives from each school, one other school staff member selected from either school and three parent representatives from each school, comprising a schoolsite council (SSC) of 12 members.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Specific authority to waive SSC composition requirements is provided in EC Section 52863 for School-Based Coordinated Programs (SBCP). This provision allows the State Board of Education (SBE) to waive requirements of the School-Based Program Coordination Act that would hinder the success of school-based programs.
Many waivers of this type have been approved by the SBE for schools serving a common attendance area, that are in close proximity, and share a common administration, with small numbers of students, pursuant to the SBE Waiver Policy as modified at the November 2008 SBE Meeting. However, the population of these two schools is above the limit of the policy criteria, and this is the first time an urban school district has requested one of these waivers. But after analysis, the department is still recommending approval with conditions.
However, these two schools do meet the criteria for the SBE Streamlined Waiver Policy and is on the list of individual schools that have met the growth targets both schoolwide and for all subgroups in at least three of the last five years, therefore this waiver has been scheduled for the consent calendar. Both George Washington Carver Elementary School with an Academic Performance Index (API) of 755 and Lydia Romero-Cruz Elementary School, with an API of 682, met growth targets both schoolwide and for all subgroups in at least three of the last five years.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION (Cont.)

This waiver was previously on the January 2009 SBE agenda, however it was withdrawn by the district. In addition, as a specific waiver, 33052 will NOT apply.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Carver Elementary (kindergarten through grade three with 575 students) and Romero-Cruz Elementary (grades three through five with 440 students) are situated one block apart, represent a grade span of Kindergarten through five. These schools constitute a single attendance area and share the same principal, a half-time assistant principal, and one English Learner Advisory Committee. The two schools employ an articulated curriculum, kindergarten through grade five and share staff development activities. 
The intent of this waiver is to enhance the operation of the two campuses as a single
school, by coordinating student needs assessment, program planning, and coordination of instructional improvements for students failing to achieve state standards in kindergarten through grade five. The Single Plan for Student Achievement will thus reflect the needs of students from both campuses.
If this waiver request is approved, the schoolsite council will elect its members so that staff and parents of both schools are equitably represented. In addition, the California Department of Education’s recommendation for approval includes the condition that the composition of the SSC be augmented to include a total of 12 members as listed in the Recommendation section above.
Demographic Information: Santa Ana Unified School District is a large urban district with a student population of 57,061 and is located in Orange County, in Southern California. The Carver Elementary School is kindergarten through grade three with 575 students and Romero-Cruz Elementary is grades three through five with 440 students.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 52863
Period of request: September 1, 2008, through June 1, 2010
Local board approval date(s): August 12, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): July 29, 2008  
Name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): 
Classified School Employees Association (CSEA): Ralph Sandoval, President
Santa Ana Educators Association (SAEA), Dave Barton, President

Position of bargaining unit(s) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Advisory committee/schoolsite council consulted: Romero-Cruz and Carver Elementary 

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: May 15, 2008

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


No fiscal impact will be created by the approval of this waiver request.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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