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Draft Charter Schools Pilot Project Report Outline
The purpose of the study is to examine the outcomes and activities associated with changing a current special education structure or a special education local plan area (SELPA). The SELPA assures that children with Individual Education Programs (IEPs) have access to the programs and services entitled to them under Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Questions have arisen about varying SELPA structural changes such as SELPAs serving charter local educational agencies (LEAs) that are out of their geographic boundaries.  
Consider:

What supports are necessary to ensure students with disabilities who are enrolled in charter schools receive Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)? 

Is the current system (geographically bound SELPAs) working and if not, can it be retooled? Do we need a new system?
What resources will be needed to create these structural changes?

What resources are necessary to implement SELPAs serving out-of-geographic charter LEAs?

Can these pilot/adapted SELPA structures assure, implement and monitor FAPE in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)?
Do children still have access to the entitlements and protections afforded to them under IDEA?

Draft Format for Report

Acknowledgements

Introduction
· State Board of Education Authorizing Pilots

· Purpose, Pilot and LEA Charter Names, Locations
· Study Report Format 
Background

· Advisory Commission on Special Education (ACSE) Recommendations
· Date

· Four elements in recommendations
· Letter from Governor to ACSE
· Chronology:  Pilots, SELPA inclusion

· Reasons for creating out-of-geographic charters

· Selected Pilots
Pilots

· Pilot characteristics

· Pilot Visits Conducted

· Methodology, Timelines, and Staff Involved in Visitations

· General Information Obtained (survey questions)
· Specific Information: Each Pilot
· CDE letter to pilots

Information from Pilots and CDE
CASEMIS Requests
· # students, disabilities, ages, LRE, grade levels, service types

· Annual Service Plan Information

· Due process filings/hearing & determinations

· Compliance complaints filed and determinations

· Special Education Self Review (SESR) information including parent surveys

· Achievement Information – District of Service, District of Residence

· API and AMO/AYP 2005-2006

· API and AMO/AYP 2006-2007

· API and AMO/AYP 2007-2008

· Charter staff interview information (initial pilot, post pilot)
· State Performance Plan Indicators (1-14 excluding infant and preschool indicators)
· Special Education Data Reports

· Compliance Determinations Status
· Charter Application to CDE
· Charter Schools Division Data Base Information on Charters in the Pilot

Fiscal Information
· Resolved

· Unresolved
Data Gathered and Analyzed
· Governance

· Fiscal

· Compliance

· Student Achievement

· Date reporting: Site, District, SELPA reporting

· Service Delivery to ensure FAPE in the LRE

· Personnel (Highly Qualified Teachers (HQT) and Related Services) Evaluation of Pilots
Policy Implications & Recommendations Resulting from Study
· Governance

· Fiscal

· Compliance

· Student Achievement

· Date reporting: Site, District, SELPA reporting

· Service Delivery to ensure FAPE in the LRE

· Personnel (Highly Qualified Teachers (HQT) and Related Services) Evaluation of Pilots






