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	SUBJECT

Petition by the Ridgecrest Charter School to Renew a Charter School Under the Oversight of the State Board of Education.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) and the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) recommend that the State Board of Education (SBE) hold a public hearing and renew the charter for the Ridgecrest Charter School (RCS) for a five-year term ending June 30, 2014.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION ACTION


Pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 47605(j), a charter petition denied at the local level may be submitted to the SBE, subject to certain conditions. In December 2000, following denial by the Sierra Sands Unified School District (Sierra Sands USD) and the Kern County Board of Education, the SBE approved a Kindergarten through grade eight (K-8) charter for RCS for three years. RCS began operations in the 2001-02 school year, and after three years, the charter was renewed for a five-year term by the SBE. RCS currently serves approximately 200 students.

The SBE approved amendments to the RCS charter in July 2007, changing the education program from a Core Knowledge program to a “back-to-basics” program, and making other minor changes to reflect current school practice. 

Due to a three-year trend of overall academic decline, RCS was the subject of revocation proceedings in May 2008. The SBE declined to proceed with revocation of the school’s charter, subject to implementation of the recommendations of the ACCS. The ACCS recommendations included a requirement that RCS contract with a School 
Assistance & Intervention Team (SAIT) provider and that the results from the 2008 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program be provided to the ACCS. RCS

has complied with these requirements by contracting with University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA).



	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Prior to expiration of the charter term, EC Section 47605(k)(3) requires SBE-authorized charter schools to seek renewal of their charter from the governing board of the school district that initially denied the charter. RCS submitted its renewal charter application to the Sierra Sands USD on October 6, 2008. Sierra Sands USD denied the request for charter renewal on December 11, 2008. 

EC Section 47607 provides that a charter approved by a school district governing board, a county board of education, or the SBE may be granted one or more subsequent renewals by that entity, and that each renewal shall be for a period of five years. Renewals and material revisions of charters shall be governed by the standards and criteria in EC Section 47605, and shall include a comprehensive description of any new requirement of charter schools enacted into law after the charter was initially granted or last renewed. EC Section 47607(b) requires that a charter school meet at least one of the following criteria prior to receiving a charter renewal:

(1) Attained its Academic Performance Index (API) growth target in the prior year or in two of the last three years, or in the aggregate for the prior three years.

(2) Ranked in deciles 4 to 10, inclusive, on the API in the prior year or in two of the last three years.

(3) Ranked in deciles 4 to 10, inclusive, on the API for a demographically comparable school in the prior year or in two of the last three years.

(4) (A) The entity that granted the charter determines that the academic performance of the charter school is at least equal to the academic performance of the public schools that the charter school pupils would otherwise have been required to attend, as well as the academic performance of the schools in the school district in which the charter school is located, taking into account the composition of the pupil population that is served at the charter school.

(B) The determination made pursuant to this paragraph shall be based upon all of the following:

(i) Documented clear and convincing data.

(ii) Pupil achievement data from assessments, including, but not limited to, the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program established by Article 4 (commencing with Section 60640) for demographically similar pupil populations in the comparison schools.

(iii) Information submitted by the charter school.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The CDE has been delegated by the SBE to fulfill its obligation to oversee SBE-authorized charter schools through the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). This MOU incorporates a holistic review of four key elements integral to the operations of a successful and sustainable charter school: (1) educational performance, (2) governance and organizational management, (3) fiscal operations, and (4) adherence to the charter. Much of this oversight is performed by the Charter Schools Division (CSD) in the form of a “desk audit,” whereby educational performance and fiscal data is reviewed in-house. CSD staff also performs at least one annual site monitoring visit, during which time classroom observations and meetings with school leadership, teachers, parents, and students are conducted. CDE conducted a site monitoring visit on December 9, 2008.

Educational Performance: As directed by the SBE at its May 2008 meeting, RCS reported the results of the 2008 STAR program to the ACCS, and entered into a one-year contract with UCLA for technical assistance throughout the 2008-09 school year. RCS achieved a 2008 growth API of 736, representing a 15-point gain over its 2007 base API of 721. RCS has met the required academic performance criterion for renewal consideration under EC Section 47607(b)(1).

With the assistance of UCLA, RCS has made positive changes in its educational program, which, as they are fully implemented, should result in improvements in student academic achievement. Specifically, UCLA has provided RCS with professional development on assessment and data-driven instruction, and consulting services to the school’s instructional leadership. RCS has developed rubrics, time lines, and pacing guides for instruction. Collaborative planning and training is provided via four-hour blocks on alternating weeks. Weekly lesson plans are reviewed by the principal. Staff are being trained in classroom observations to focus on evidence of student learning.

Governance/Organizational Management Performance: The RCS governing board provides educational and fiscal oversight of the school. The board has provided support for needed changes in the educational program by approving the contract with UCLA, and by working with stakeholders to jointly develop a school-wide mission and vision statement that is focused on student academic achievement. 

Fiscal Operations: RCS reported an unaudited ending fund balance of $452,059 for fiscal year 2007-08. A review of the cash flow projections for the remainder of 2008-09 indicates a projected negative net position of $132,953; however, CDE staff does not deem this significant because RCS has a surplus cash balance of $269,973.

Adherence to the Charter: RCS appears to be fulfilling the terms of its charter. 




	
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Renewal of the RCS charter has essentially no fiscal impact on the state as a whole. There would be little, if any, effect on the total amount of state local assistance funding to public schools.

SBE approval of this charter renewal would continue the current workload, and the CDE has received spending authority to recover the actual costs of oversight up to one percent of the general purpose and categorical block grant revenues generated by the school.
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