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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
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	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Adoption of Performance Level Descriptors for the California Modified Assessment for English–Language Arts and Mathematics in Grades Three, Four, and Five, and Science in Grade Five.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) adopt the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI’s) proposed performance level descriptors (PLDs) for the California Modified Assessment (CMA) for English–language arts (ELA) and mathematics in grades three, four, and five, and science in grade five for submission to the United States Department of Education for its assessment peer review.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In March 2009, the SBE adopted PLDs for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) tests for ELA and mathematics, Levels I–V, and science, Levels I, III, IV, and V.

In November 2008, the SBE adopted performance standards (levels) for the CAPA for ELA and mathematics, Levels I–V, and science, Levels I, III, IV, and V; and the CMA tests for ELA and mathematics in grades three, four, and five and for science in grade five. This was done with the plan to revisit the performance standards (levels) for the CMA prior to the 2011 CMA administration.
Further, the SBE directed the SBE staff and CDE staff to work with the testing contractor in conjunction with the Assessment Review Panels (ARPs) to develop draft PLDs based on the information used during the standard setting.

In March 2006, the SBE adopted performance standards (levels) for the ELA, mathematics, science, and social science California Standards Tests. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Educators who participated in the standard setting process also participated in the development of the PLDs. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


SBE-adopted policy descriptors and target student descriptors used during the standard setting for each test were used in this process. Item maps used in standard setting were made available to participants as reference material along with performance profiles for the CMA. 

Following the PLD development meetings, Educational Testing Service (ETS) reviewed all of the proposed PLDs for consistency of language across grades and content areas. The proposed PLDs were reviewed by the CMA ARP on February 24 and 25, 2009. CDE and ETS staff are reviewing and incorporating the ARP recommended changes into the PLDs. The Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the California Modified Assessment is provided as Attachment 1. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current STAR contract with ETS. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the California Modified Assessment (8 Pages)
Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the 
California Modified Assessment
Preface

The California Modified Assessment (CMA) is an alternate assessment for students with disabilities who have an individualized education program and meet the eligibility criteria proposed by the California Department of Education and adopted by the State Board of Education.

The CMA is based on the same grade level content standards as the California Standards Tests. The CMA was developed in response to the U.S. Department of Education final regulations under the No Child Left Behind Act and the Individuals with Disabilities Act that provided flexibility to states “to more appropriately measure the achievement of certain students with disabilities.” The regulations allow states to develop an alternate assessment based on modified academic achievement standards. These modified academic achievement standards are required to be “challenging for eligible students and measure a student’s mastery of grade-level content, but are less difficult than grade-level achievement standards.” 

Furthermore, the CMA Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) do not describe any individual or classroom student performance, nor do they describe specific CMA test questions. The PLDs are designed to suggest ranges of performance typical of the test-taking population. Educators should not assume that teaching only the skills named in the PLDs will be sufficient to raise student performance. The focus of instruction in California classrooms should always be the full set of California content standards. Educators should also recognize that the goal for all students is attaining proficiency in these standards.

 English-Language Arts Grade Three

Advanced: Students in grade three at the California Modified Assessment (CMA) advanced level demonstrate a full understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at the advanced level will use strategies to make and begin to modify predictions about forthcoming information, determine the underlying message within a text, and determine character traits. Students at the advanced level demonstrate knowledge and appropriate use of English writing conventions and strategies with attention to purpose, focus, and structure.

Proficient: Students in grade three at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students answer questions based on literal information from the text, make simple inferences, distinguish between main idea and supporting detail, identify problem and solution; identify the plot and sequence of events in a story; follow simple multiple-step instructions, and differentiate between types of literature. Students can use simple word families to decode words and use knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, and parts of words to determine meaning of words. Proficient students can identify types of sentences and spell one-syllable words correctly. They understand the structure of and adequately use resource materials. Students at the proficient level also begin to demonstrate knowledge and appropriate use of English writing conventions and strategies with attention to structure and focus.

Basic: Students in grade three at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students performing at the CMA basic level can identify explicit problems and solutions found in text, recall major points, and begin to make simple inferences. These students can also identify a simple sentence and spell high frequency words correctly. Basic level students have limited ability to identify and use English writing conventions. 

Below Basic: Students in grade three at the CMA below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students at the CMA below basic level demonstrate extremely limited ability to read and/or understand grade-level text. Students at the below basic level also have very little understanding of English writing conventions or revision strategies with regard to composing an organized piece of writing, sentence structure, or proper use of spelling.

English-Language Arts Grade Four

Advanced: Students in grade four at the California Modified Assessment (CMA) advanced level demonstrate a full understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at the advanced level will use critical thinking to evaluate, respond to, and analyze text as well as make comparisons, generalizations, and judgments across multiple texts. Students at the advanced level also have a command of English writing conventions and revision strategies. Advanced students also understand the structure of writing and can analyze that structure to determine relevant and irrelevant information.

Proficient: Students in grade four at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students use appropriate strategies to make inferences, predictions, and comparisons; determine cause and effect; distinguish between fact and opinion; identify the main idea of a passage or the main events in a story; identify structural patterns of text; and follow multiple-step instructions. These students demonstrate understanding of grade-level appropriate vocabulary and distinguish and interpret multiple meaning words.  Proficient students can locate and use information in reference texts. Students also have the knowledge of English writing conventions and can identify and use parts of speech correctly. Proficient students show an adequate understanding of purpose, focus, and structure.

Basic: Students in grade four at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial understanding of knowledge and skills measured. These students are able to make obvious connections between texts, make simple inferences, and find answers to questions explicitly stated in the text. Students at the basic level have knowledge of common synonyms, antonyms, and roots and can use them to determine word meanings. They have partial knowledge and use of English writing conventions, and they can identify simple sentences and the basic organizational structure of a piece of writing. 

Below Basic: Students in grade four at the CMA below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students at the CMA below basic level demonstrate extremely limited ability to read and/or understand grade-level text. They also have very or understanding of English writing conventions or revision strategies. 

 English-Language Arts Grade Five

Advanced:  Students in grade five at the California Modified Assessment (CMA) advanced level demonstrate a full understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at the advanced level will use critical thinking to evaluate, respond to, and analyze text. Advanced students will make comparisons, generalizations, and judgments about text They have knowledge of word origins and affixes and can apply them to find the meaning of words. Advanced students have knowledge of English writing conventions, complex sentence structures, and revision strategies. They also understand the structure of writing and can determine relevant and irrelevant information.

Proficient: Students in grade five at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students at the proficient level use appropriate strategies to read and comprehend grade-level text. They can identify main idea, theme, or concepts within text; draw conclusions; and identify and analyze plot elements and other aspects of various forms of literature. They understand basic text features.  Students at this level demonstrate an adequate understanding of grade-level vocabulary using contextual support and some knowledge of word origins and parts and may be able to apply them to find the meaning of words. Students have knowledge of English writing conventions, as well as writing strategies with attention to purpose, focus, and structure.

Basic: Students in grade five at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at the basic level have limited conceptual understanding and comprehension of grade-level text. They can make inferences and find answers to questions explicitly stated in the text. These students can identify explicit text features. They know the difference between fiction and nonfiction and can identify the explicit main idea of a passage. Basic level students have knowledge of common synonyms, antonyms, and roots. These students have partial knowledge of English writing conventions and can identify the basic organizational structure and focus of a piece of writing. 

Below Basic: Students in grade five at the CMA below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students demonstrate extremely limited ability to read and/or understand grade-level text. They also have very little understanding of English writing conventions or revision strategies with regard to composing an organized piece of writing, sentence structure, or proper use of spelling and grammar. 

 Mathematics Grade Three

Advanced: Students in grade three at the California Modified Assessment (CMA) advanced level demonstrate a full understanding of knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating skills at the CMA proficient performance level, students at the CMA advanced level will: use multiple problem-solving strategies, analyze problems using higher-order reasoning skills, and communicate mathematical ideas effectively through various representations.

Proficient: Students in grade three at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students scoring at the proficient level typically will: understand computation and identify reasonable results; show a general understanding of whole numbers including counting, comparing, identifying, and rounding up to 10,000; perform addition and subtraction with whole numbers up to 1,000 and decimals to the hundredths place; and add fractions with common denominators without reducing. They understand algebraic topics such as: solving numeric equations and recognizing and extending linear patterns. Additionally, they can: choose appropriate measurement tools; demonstrate an understanding of common geometric figures and their attributes; recognize the correct representation of a simple probability experiment; and solve and check problems using several different strategies.

Basic: Students in grade three at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students scoring at the basic level typically will have limited conceptual understanding of mathematical reasoning and inconsistently apply and generalize mathematical rules. 

Below Basic: Students in grade three at the CMA below basic level demonstrate performance significantly below basic understanding of the knowledge and skills measured.
 Mathematics Grade Four

Advanced: Students in grade four at the California Modified Assessment (CMA) advanced level demonstrate a full understanding of knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating skills at the CMA proficient performance level, students at the advanced level will: generalize results and apply them to other situations; use multiple problem-solving strategies; analyze problems using higher-order reasoning skills; and communicate mathematical ideas effectively through various representations.

Proficient: Students in grade four at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students scoring at the proficient level typically will: perform all four basic operations with multi-digit whole numbers, and addition and subtraction of decimal numbers to the hundredths; compare, round, and write whole numbers up to 100,000 and fractions and decimals to the hundredths; solve simple problems containing negative numbers using a visual representation; know some fraction and decimal equivalents; recognize ways to factor a number; and identify prime numbers. They understand how to calculate algebraic expressions including those with parentheses. Additionally, they can: use formulas or visual representations to solve perimeter and area problems for rectangles and squares; demonstrate understanding of vocabulary related to plane and solid geometric objects; identify mode and median of a simple data set; interpret two-variable data graphs; represent outcomes of a simple probability situation; and solve and check problems using several different strategies.

Basic: Students in grade four at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at this level have limited conceptual understanding of mathematical reasoning and inconsistently apply and generalize mathematical rules.

Below Basic: Students in grade four at the CMA below basic level demonstrate performance significantly below basic understanding of the knowledge and skills measured.
 Mathematics Grade Five

Advanced: Students in grade five at the California Modified Assessment (CMA) advanced level demonstrate a full understanding of knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating skills at the CMA proficient performance level, students at the advanced level will: explain equivalent representations of fractions and decimals; compute percentages of whole numbers; graph solutions from linear functions; write algebraic expressions; explain appropriate graphs of data sets; generalize results and apply them to other situations; analyze problems using reasoning skills; and communicate mathematical ideas effectively through various representations.

Proficient: Students in grade five at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students scoring at the proficient level typically will: represent numbers on a number line; convert fractions, decimals, and percents; add with negative integers and subtract positive integers from negative integers; solve simple problems with fractions and simplify answers; and find prime factorizations of numbers. They understand algebraic topics such as: using variables and evaluating simple expressions; the distributive property; and graphing ordered pairs. Additionally, they can: identify appropriate units of measurement with three-dimensional objects; compute measures of central tendency; and begin to apply strategies from simpler problems and apply them to other situations.

Basic: Students in grade five at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at this level have limited conceptual understanding of mathematical reasoning and inconsistently apply and generalize mathematical rules.

Below Basic: Students in grade five at the CMA below basic level demonstrate performance significantly below basic understanding of the knowledge and skills measured.
Science Grade Five

Advanced: Students in grade five at the California Modified Assessment (CMA) advanced level demonstrate a full understanding of science knowledge and skills measured on the CMA. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the CMA proficient level, students performing at the CMA advanced level can formulate and justify predictions based on cause-and-effect relationships. These students can classify rocks representing different stages of the rock cycle. They know that different plants and animals have different survival rates. Students can describe the functions of structures and systems in plants. These students can explain relationships between producers and consumers. They can apply their knowledge of chemical and physical properties to classify and describe substances. They can predict weather conditions based on data and weather maps.

Proficient: Students in grade five at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of knowledge and skills measured on the CMA. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the CMA basic level, students performing at a CMA proficient level can collect data and draw conclusions using investigation and experimentation skills. They know that animals have structures and systems for bodily processes. They know that substances have chemical and physical properties. Students can classify the role of different organisms in an ecosystem. These students can also identify the processes that shape the surface of Earth. They can identify processes of the water cycle.

Basic: Students in grade five at the CMA basic level demonstrate a developing understanding of skills measured on the CMA. Students performing at the CMA basic level select tools appropriate for making quantitative observations and record data. Students can identify living and non-living components in an ecosystem. They can identify the composition and states of matter. They can identify forms of electrical energy and the properties of magnets. These students can label a diagram of the water cycle and rock cycle and identify the components of the solar system. 

Below Basic: Students in grade five at the CMA below basic level demonstrate performance significantly below basic understanding of the knowledge and skills measured.
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