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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
May 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Gustine Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code Section 52863 for a waiver of Education Code Section 52852, allowing one schoolsite council to function for three schools: Gustine High School, Pioneer High School (continuation) and Gustine Community Day School.
Waiver Number: 3-12-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the joint schoolsite council (SSC) will maintain the parity requirements of California Education Code (EC) Section 52852, and will be composed of 16 members. SSC members on the employee side will include the principal of Gustine Community Day School (who is also vice principal of Gustine High School), the sole teacher/administrator from Pioneer High School, the sole teacher/administrator from Gustine Community School, and four teachers and one other school employee from Gustine High School. SSC members on the parent/student side will include two parents and two students from Gustine High School, and one parent and one student from both the Pioneer Continuation High School and from the Gustine Community Day School.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Specific authority to waive SSC composition requirements is provided in EC Section 52863 for School-Based Coordinated Programs (SBCP).This provision allows the State Board of Education (SBE) to waive requirements of the School-Based Program Coordination Act that would hinder the success of school-based programs. 

All waivers of this type have been approved by the SBE for schools with small numbers of students that have a common site administration, curriculum, or other shared services or have a geographic proximity or similar student populations pursuant to the SBE Waiver Policy: Schoolsite Councils for Small Schools Sharing Common Services or Attendance Areas. However, the population of these three schools is above the limit of the policy criteria, and therefore must go to the Action Agenda of the SBE.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Gustine Unified School District operates one comprehensive high school, a small continuation high school and a small community day school within an integrated 
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)________________________________________
administrative structure. Neither the continuation high school nor the community day 
school has a sufficient number of staff to meet the composition requirements for a SSC. Educational leadership is coordinated within the district, including student needs assessment, program planning and coordination of instructional improvements. The principal of Gustine Community Day School is also the vice principal of Gustine High School, and coordinates activities related to the Single Plan for Student Achievement. The combined schoolsite council will identify and address the unique program requirements at each school, including:

· Assessment of student needs 
· Establishment of school goals

· Selection of categorical program activities to address student needs 
· Determining categorical program expenditures to fund selected activities

· Monitoring of program implementation

· Evaluation of program activities

· Revising instructional strategies and expenditures as needed


In addition, the SSC will identify program improvement needs that are common to the schools and will plan and identify the coordinated activities to meet these needs. The department recommends approval with the above conditions.
Demographic Information: Gustine Unified School District is located in rural Merced County, in the Central Valley of California. Student enrollment is as follows: Gustine High School, 579 students; Pioneer Continuation High School, 20 students; Gustine Community Day School, 4 students.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 52863
Period of request: July 1, 2008, through June 30, 2010
Local board approval date(s): November 19, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): October 14, 2008
Name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): Cherie Routon, President, Gustine Teachers Association
Position of bargaining unit(s) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


No fiscal impact will be created by the approval of this waiver request.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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