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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MaY 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Needles Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code Section 52863 for a waiver of Education Code Section 52852, to allow a reduction in the number and composition of members required for a schoolsite council for a small rural school, Parker Dam Elementary School.
Waiver Number: 12-1-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the schoolsite council (SSC), which will serve during the period of this waiver, be composed of the following six members: the school principal, two classroom teachers and three parents or community members elected by parents.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Many waivers of this type have been approved for schools too small to meet the SSC composition requirements of Education Code (EC) Section 52852. These waivers are limited to schools that operate under a School-Based Coordinated Plan approved by their district and are only approved for two-year terms under the waiver authority of Section 52863. 
This school meets the criteria for the SBE Streamlined Waiver Policy, having met the growth targets both schoolwide and for all subgroups in at least three of the last five years, therefore this waiver has been scheduled for the consent calendar.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Small schools find it very difficult to meet SSC membership requirements. Parker Dam Elementary School enrolls 100 students in kindergarten through grade eight, and employs five classroom teachers. It would require three of the five classroom teachers to serve on the SSC in order to meet the statutory composition requirement of the SSC (ten members total). 
The district wishes to form a six member SSC at Parker Dam Elementary School composed of the principal, two teachers and three parents or community members elected by parents. The Parker Elementary SSC has approved this request. The 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


department recommends approval with these conditions.

Demographic Information: ​ Parker Dam Elementary School is operated by the Needles Unified School District and is located in rural San Bernardino County. The school enrolls 100 students in kindergarten through grade eight.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 52863
Period of request: February 1, 2009, to February 1, 2011
Local board approval date(s): January 13, 2009
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): November 25, 2008  
Name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): 
Lyn Parker, Needles Teachers Association
Cindy Smith, California School Employees Association

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


No fiscal impact will be created by the approval of this waiver request.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Specific Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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