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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Update.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) is federal legislation passed in February 2009 which is designed to stimulate the economy, support job creation, and invest in critical sectors, including education. The Office of the Secretary of Education, in collaboration with CDE staff, presented updates regarding ARRA in May and September of 2009.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Race to the Top Fund, authorized under ARRA, provides $4.35 billion for competitive grants. The initial information on the requirements for applying was released by the U.S. Department of Education (ED) on July 29, 2009. The Race to the Top Notice of Proposed Priorities was distributed by ED and public comments were received through August 28, 2009. Over 1,100 individuals and organizations submitted public comment. The original timeline called for a mid-October 2009 release of the final guidelines. At this point, it is anticipated that they will be released mid-November 2009. 

The $4.35 billion for competitive grants focuses on rewarding states that are:

· Creating the conditions for education innovation and reform  

· Implementing ambitious plans in the four education reform areas described in ARRA: 1) standards and assessments, 2) teacher effectiveness and equity in distribution, 3) collection and use of data, and 4) supporting struggling schools
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (cont.)


· Making substantial gains in student achievement, closing achievement gaps, improving high school graduation rates, and ensuring that students are prepared for success in college and careers 
Summary of Selection Criteria
There are 19 selection criteria that ED proposes that states address when submitting their applications. Each is outlined below by the four core education reform areas described in ARRA.
Standards and Assessments - Adopting internationally-benchmarked standards and assessments that prepare students for success in college and the workplace.

1. Developing and adopting common standards

2. Developing and implementing common, high-quality assessments

3. Supporting transition to enhanced standards and high-quality assessments

Data Systems to Support Instruction - Building data systems that measure student success and inform teachers and principals how they can improve their practices.

1. Fully implementing a statewide longitudinal data system

2. Accessing and using State data

3. Using data to improve instruction

Great Teachers and Leaders - Recruiting, developing, retaining, and rewarding effective teachers and principals.

1. Providing alternative pathways for aspiring teachers and principals

2. Differentiating teacher and principal effectiveness based on performance

3. Ensuring equitable distribution of effective teachers and principals

4. Reporting the effectiveness of teacher and principal preparation programs

5. Providing effective support to teachers and principals

Turning Around Struggling Schools - Turning around lowest-performing schools.

1. Intervening in the lowest-performing schools and local educational agencies
2. Increasing the supply of high-quality charter schools

3. Turning around struggling schools

Overall Criteria
1.  Demonstrating significant progress
2.  Making education funding a priority
3.  Enlisting statewide support and commitment
4. Raising achievement and closing gaps
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


5. Building strong statewide capacity to implement, scale, and sustain proposed plans
There will be two phases to the application process once the final criteria are released.  States that apply in Phase 1 but are not awarded grants may reapply for funding in Phase 2. Phase 1 grantees may not apply for additional funding in Phase 2.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The full fiscal impact is unknown at this time. If the CDE’s submission is successful, California could potentially receive hundreds of millions of dollars.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.

