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	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination: Assembly Bill (AB) 2040 Panel Findings and Recommendations Regarding Options for Alternative Means for Eligible Students with Disabilities.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. No specific action is recommended at this time.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In September 2009, as part of the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) update, the CDE provided the SBE information regarding the activities of the Assembly Bill (AB) 2040 Panel. 

On May 7, 2009, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) recommended, and the SBE approved, 20 panelists from over 100 applications. The panel was made up of educators and others who had experience with students with disabilities or expertise with multiple forms of assessment. California Education Code (EC) Section 60852.1 required that a majority of the panel be classroom teachers. 

In March 2009, the CDE provided the SBE an update on the panel application process. 

At the January 2009 SBE meeting, the CDE provided the SBE with a legislative update that included information on the major deliverables and key dates for the AB 2040 Panel. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC Section 60852.1 requires the panel to make findings and recommendation regarding:
A. Specific options for alternative assessments, submission of evidence, or other alternative means by which eligible pupils with disabilities may demonstrate that they have achieved the same level of academic achievement in the content 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


standards in English-language arts or mathematics, or both, required for passage of the high school exit examination.
B. Scoring or other evaluation systems designed to ensure that the pupil has achieved the same competence in the content standards required for passage of the high school exit examination.
C. Processes to ensure that the form, content, and scoring of assessments, evidence, or other means of demonstrating academic achievement are applied uniformly across the state.
D. Estimates of one-time or ongoing costs, and whether each option should be implemented on a statewide or regional basis, or both.
The AB 2040 Panel met on June 25–26, 2009; August 13–14, 2009; and September 9–11, 2009. At these meetings, panelists reviewed research and data regarding students with disabilities and the practices of other states that use alternative means to their exit examination. CDE organized and led the meetings and SBE staff attended.

CDE staff summarized the findings and recommendations of the panel. The panel reconvened on October 29, 2009, to review the summary of its findings and recommendations. The AB 2040 Panel findings and recommendations are provided as Attachment 1. 
The recommendations are provided to the SBE at this time for comment and discussion only. CDE staff will review the AB 2040 Panel’s recommendations and report its analysis to the SSPI and the SBE at a future Board meeting. At that time, the SBE will determine whether it is feasible to create an alternative means for an eligible student to demonstrate the same level of academic achievement as that required by the CAHSEE for any portion of the test or any of the content standards covered on the CAHSEE. If an affirmative determination is made, the SBE may direct the CDE to begin drafting regulations to meet the October 1, 2010, legislative deadline for adopting regulations.
If the SBE determines it is feasible to create an alternative means to the CAHSEE, 
EC Section 60852.1(b) requires the SBE to adopt appropriate regulations by October 1, 2010. The regulations will enable eligible pupils to participate in the alternative means beginning on January 1, 2011, unless the SBE determines that an extension of up to two years is necessary, as specified in EC Section 60852.2 (b).
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The AB 2040 panel’s estimate of costs, a requirement of EC Section 60852.1, are included in the summarized findings and recommendations.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  California High School Exit Examination, Assembly Bill 2040 Panel Findings
                         and Recommendations, Alternative Means for Eligible Students with
                         Disabilities (15 Pages)  


