clab-sad-sep09item03

Page 3 of 3


	California Department of Education
Executive Office
SBE-003 (REV. 06/2008)

clab-sad-sep09item03
	ITEM #19 

	[image: image1.png]





             
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: California Modified Assessment Standard Setting for English–Language Arts in Grade Six Through Eight, Mathematics in Grades Six and Seven, and Science in Grade Eight.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI) proposed performance standards (levels) for the California Modified Assessment (CMA) for English–language arts (ELA) in grades six through eight, the CMA for mathematics in grades six and seven, and the CMA for science in grade eight.

The CDE also recommends that the SBE direct CDE and SBE staff to conduct regional public hearings on the proposed performance standards (levels) and cut scores for the CMA (grades six through eight) to be brought to the SBE in November 2009 for adoption; in compliance with California Education Code Section 60605 requiring the SBE to adopt statewide performance levels.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the November 2008 SBE meeting, the SBE adopted performance standards (levels) for the CMA for ELA and mathematics in grades three, four, and five; and the CMA for science in grade five. The blueprints for the CMA for ELA in grades six through eight, the CMA for mathematics in grades six and seven, and the CMA for science in grade eight were adopted at the September 2007 SBE meeting.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


California Education Code Section 60605 requires the SBE to adopt statewide performance levels in the core curriculum areas of reading, writing, mathematics, history–social science, and science and to conduct regional public hearings prior to the adoption of the performance standards (levels).

As with previous standard settings, a group of educators and stakeholders convened to recommend performance standards (levels) for the CMA for ELA in grades six through eight, the CMA for mathematics in grades six and seven, and the CMA for science in grade 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


eight. The performance standard setting process is used to determine the depth and breadth of understanding of the content standards a student must achieve at each of the five performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic.

One of the most widely used approaches to standard setting in large scale assessments is the Bookmark Method. The Bookmark Method offers standard setting panelists the opportunity to focus on the goal of determining proficiency levels for students while mitigating the importance of statistics, such as measures of item difficulty. In California, the Bookmark Method has been used in standard setting for:

· CMA for ELA in grades three through five

· CMA for Mathematics in grades three through five

· CMA for Science in grade five

· Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) for Reading/Language Arts in grades two through four

· STS for Mathematics in grades two through four

· California Standards Tests (CSTs) for Science in grades five and eight

· CST for Life Science in grade ten

· CST for Earth Science

· CST for Chemistry

· CST for Physics

· CST for Biology

· CST for Integrated/Coordinated Science 1–4

· CST for History-Social Science

· CST for World History

· CST for United States History

· California High School Exit Examination

· California English Language Development Test 

The Bookmark Method is an item mapping procedure in which panelists consider content covered by items in a specially constructed book where items are ordered from easiest to hardest based on operational performance data from the spring 2009 administration. Panelists enter markers (or bookmarks) indicating their judgment on the placement of cut scores. 
Most recently, the Bookmark Method was used by the CMA panel to set performance standards (levels) for grades three through five in ELA and mathematics, and grade five in science for CMA tests.
The CMA performance standard setting group for ELA, mathematics and science will meet on August 17–21, 2009. The Item Addenda will include the recommendations for the proposed performance standards (levels).
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with these activities are included in the current STAR contract.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s Recommendations for the Proposed Performance Standards (Levels), California Modified Assessment for English–Language Arts in Grades Six Through Eight, Mathematics in Grades Six and Seven, and Science in Grade Eight will be provided in an Item Addendum.

Attachment 2:
Standard Setting Panel’s Recommendations for the Proposed Performance Standards (Levels), California Modified Assessment for English–Language Arts in Grades Six Through Eight, Mathematics in Grades Six and Seven, and Science in Grade Eight will be provided in an Item Addendum.


