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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
september 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Madera County Office of Education under the authority of California Education Code Section 52863 for a waiver of Education Code Section 52852, allowing one joint schoolsite council to function for ten small schools, Apollo Elementary Community Day School, Enterprise Intermediate School, Challenger Elementary Community Day School, Discovery Secondary Community Day School, Madera County Independent Academy, Enterprise Secondary School, Endeavor Secondary School, Voyager Secondary School, Pioneer Technical Center, and Cal-SAFE. 
Waiver Number: 15-4-2009

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent



	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That there must be a total of three schoolsite councils (SSCs) to serve the ten schools with the number and composition as listed on Attachment 1. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Specific authority is provided in Education Code (EC) Section 52863 to allow the State Board of Education (SBE) to waive the SSC requirements of the School-Based Program Coordination (SBPC) Act that would hinder the success of school-based programs. These waivers must be renewed every two years. 

All waivers of this type have been approved by the SBE for schools too small to meet the SSC composition requirements of EC Section 52852, based upon analysis of the circumstances. However, the population of one of these schools is above the limit of the policy criteria, and therefore must go to the Action Agenda of the SBE.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Small schools find it very difficult to meet the minimum composition requirement for SSC members. Although the county requested only one school site council for all ten schools, the department does not agree, and recommends that three joint councils be established as indicated on Attachment 1, based on shared administration and school size. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Cal-SAFE has blended its program and students into the Pioneer Technical Charter 
which now has a student population of 196. Upon renewal, a waiver should not be submitted for Pioneer Technical Center as it is eligible for its own schoolsite council. 

The California Department of Education recommends approval with these conditions.
Demographic Information: Madera County Office of Education Alternative Education Services has a student population of 433 and is located in Madera County. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 52863
Period of request: August 1, 2009 to August 1, 2011

Local board approval date(s): April 14, 2009
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 
California Teachers Association: March 25, 2009
California School employees Association: March 25, 2009
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: 

California Teachers Association: Camille Edmunds
California School Employees Association: John Mosely
Position of bargaining units: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose): 

Advisory committee(s) consulted: All staff at all schools affected were consulted.
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: Consultation at all schools was completed by January 31, 2009.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Chart Indicating Student Population, Number of Teachers, Grade Spans, and Administrators for the Madera County Office of Education Alternative Education Services (1 page.) 

Attachment 2: Specific Waiver Request (3 pages.) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.) (Note that a new school year has started since original waiver was submitted. Thus, the student population and staffing numbers have changed from the original waiver request. See Attachment 1 for current populations.)
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