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August 3, 2009
Mr. Jack O’Connell, Superintendent
Department of Education
1430 N Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:
Today’s Fresh Start Charter Waiver Request


Dear Superintendent O’Connell:

The Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) has reviewed Today’s Fresh Start Charter School’s (TFSCS) request for a waiver of Education Code 47605.(a)(1) and 47605.(a)(5).  We understand that TFSCS currently has a county-wide benefit charter approved by the Los Angeles County Office of Education through June 30, 2010, which operates four sites with LAUSD and one site within Compton Unified School District.  We further understand that TFSCS has also received approval of an independent charter school by the same name by the Inglewood Unified School District, and for this charter is requesting a wavier of Education Code Sections 47605(a)(1) and 47605(a)(5).  A waiver of these sections of the Education Code would allow the TFSCS to operate its current multiple sites outside of the Inglewood Unified School District’s geographic boundaries for a period of five years while under the authorizing auspices of the Inglewood Unified School District.
The Los Angeles Unified School District respectfully opposes the waiver request following consideration of the following factors:

1. 
2. TFSCS is already permitted to operate its current sites within the LAUSD and Compton Unified School District boundaries under the purview of its county-wide benefit charter status through the Los Angeles County Office of Education. We do not find a compelling reason why, under a new, independent start-up charter petition approved by the Inglewood Unified School District, TFSCS would in effect be granted the privileges of a county-wide benefit charter school when it already has this standing with LACOE.  
3. Should TFSCS elect to operate a charter school as approved by the Inglewood Unified School District Board of Education, TFSCS has the opportunity to exhaust its options to obtain facilities within the Inglewood Unified School District boundaries as stipulated in the Education Code. In its rationale for a waiver request, TFSCS petitioners cite the receipt of a “Proposition 55 Facilities Grant from the California Department of Education to purchase and rehabilitate a facility located at 3405 W. Imperial Highway, Inglewood, CA 90304…to house the children who are located in their facilities at four (4) small sites.”  In our opinion, however, this fact does not necessitate a waiver to operate its existing county-wide benefit charter locations under the auspices of the Inglewood Unified School District but rather indicates a possible need for TFSCS to postpone commencement of its Inglewood charter site until such time as a viable facility becomes available.  
4. The waiver request does not address whether TFSCS will continue to operate its larger site on 4476 Crenshaw Boulevard, which is within LAUSD boundaries, following completion of any permanent facility in the Inglewood Unified School District boundaries.
· In closing, I 
· 
· 
· 
believe charter schools are viable options for our children and families, and LAUSD remains committed to working in partnership with charter schools and our colleague school districts to serve all students.  As I consider the facts of this waiver request, however, I believe it presents inconsistencies with the county-wide benefit provisions of the California Charter Schools Act and fails to address salient issues that could have implications for districts across the state. 
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Ramon C. Cortines
c:
Judy Pinegar

