8-7-2009                                                                                   Attachment 1

Page 1 of 7
8-7-2009                                                     Attachment 2

Page 1 of 5

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PETITION REQUEST - Instructional Materials Funds Realignment Program (IMFRP) PR-1 (Rev. 7/1/08)
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/Ir/wr/  
Page 1 of 2

Send Original plus one copy to:

Waiver Office, California Department of Education 1430 N Street, Suite 5602 Sacramento, CA 95814

 Faxed originals will not be accepted!

	
	CD CODE
	

	
	3
	7
	6
	8
	2
	9
	6

	Local educational agency:

Poway Unified School District
	Contact name and recipient of

approval/denial notice:

Melanie Black
	Contact person's e-mail

address:

mblack@powayusd.com

	Address:
(City)
(State)
(ZIP)

13626 Twin Peaks Road
Poway
CA
92064
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

858 -668-4100

Fax Number: 858-748 - 1791

	Period of request: (month/day/year)

From: July 1, 2009 To: June 30, 2011
	Local board approval date: (Required)

June 22, 2009
	Date of public hearing: (Required)

June 22,2009

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Under the authority of the petition process, Education Code (EC) sections 60421(d) and 60200(g), this local educational

agency (LEA) requests the State Board of Education (SBE) to authorize the use of any instructional materials allowances

	for the purchase of other instructional materials as listed below. Waiver of EC 60242(a) and 60422(a).
.

	2. Give a brief description including title of publisher name, grade level and edition of the materials to be purchased, and total

amount of instructional materials allowances to be spent in this manner (If this is insufficient space, add to attached

narrative):

	See Attached

	3. Public hearing requirement. A public hearing is not simply a board meeting, but a properly noticed public hearing held

	during a board meeting at which time the public may testify on the petition request. Distribution of local board agenda does

	not constitute notice of a public hearing. Acceptable ways to advertise include: (1) print a notice that includes the time,

	date, location, and subject of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation; or (2) in small school districts, post a formal

	notice at each school and three public places in the district.

	How was the required public hearing advertised?

■ Notice in a newspaper? X Notice posted at each school? ■ Other:
(please list)

	4. Certification by local board for petition to purchase other instructional materials with Realignment Program funds (IMFRP).

	In checking each of the boxes below, the local governing board acknowledges its certification or understanding of the

	following:

	X Authorizes the submission of the petition to the SBE under EC 60421(d): "Notwithstanding any other provision of law,

	pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section 60200, the SBE may authorize a school district to use any state basic

	instructional materials allowance to purchase standards-aligned materials as specified within this part." (AB 1781,

	Statutes of 2002)

	X Verifies that the local governing board has determined that the state-adopted materials do not promote the maximum

	efficiency of pupil learning in the district or school(s) as specified under EC 60200(g).

	X Verifies that the requested materials have been evaluated for consistency with the content standards that have been

	adopted by the SBE, and that the materials are aligned to the standards in this subject.
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	Certification by local board for petition to purchase other instructional materials with Instructional Materials funds (continued):

X If the instructional materials requested for purchase through this petition (or the instructional material proposed by the

district to supplement a non adopted program) have not been previously reviewed by the CDE, for the purposes of

adoption or the review of another LEA's petition request, the LEA must include with the petition request::

	•
A complete set of standards maps indicating alignment with the grade-by-grade standards for the material. Forms

are available through the Waiver Office; many publishers should have these standards maps available.

•
CDE may request that a complete set of the actual instructional materials be mailed to the CDE for review against

those standards maps. Call the Waiver Office at (916) 319-0824 for mailing instructions.

X Verifies that the proposed materials have passed state or local level legal compliance review, or are exempt from such as

review. Check approved list at CDE's Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Materials web page on the Instructional

Materials Funding Realignment Program information.

After considering the issues listed above, this local governing board has determined that the purchase of the proposed

resources will promote the maximum efficiency of pupil learning in our agency, and has approved the submission of this

petition to the SBE.

	Signed:
Board President of Poway Unified School District

-School

	

	Other required attachments to the petition request include:

	•
A brief description, publisher name, grade levels, and price list of instructional materials to be purchased and total

amount of instructional materials allowances to be spent in this manner (if not already included in Item 1, on the first

page of the Petition Request);

•
A narrative describing the reasons for the petition based on student needs; evidence of a well designed standards

aligned curriculum plan, the local process for review of standards maps of this particular material, including a

description of how weaknesses in these materials will be supplemented (if necessary);

•
Provide evidence of exemplary academic achievement or growth, by district, school(s), and where appropriate, by

subject matter, grade level, and significant subgroup (except for petitions for grade level extensions of adopted

programs). The forms for this assessment data are available at http:www.cde.ca.gov/re/Irlinstrmatwaivers.asp

	District or County Certification - l hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and

complete.

	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:


	Title:


	Date:



	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):
	Staff Signature:
	Date:

	Unit Manager (type or print):
	Unit Manager Signature:
	Date:

	Division Director (type or print):
	Division Director Signature:
	Date:

	Deputy (type or print):
	Deputy Signature:
	Date:


II. Narrative describing the reasons for the petition based on student needs

The Poway Unified School District serves 3,523 students in special education. Approximately 330 of the students served have severe disabilities and would benefit from the requested curriculum because they cannot benefit from traditional textbooks; they need more tactile/kinesthetic instructional strategies and materials. In order to provide comprehensive, standards-based curriculum, the special education department has worked with representative teachers for two years in developing a curriculum adoption process for all of the special education classes. At this time we are focusing on curriculum adoption for classes for severely disabled students in the area of mathematics. The alternative instructional materials on the attached list would be appropriate for this population of students. All of the materials requested provide our students access to core curriculum areas and support the use of assistive technology and augmentative communication.

Our goal is to provide students with sufficient instructional materials specific to special education in mathematics so that every student may access the core curriculum. As stated above, 12% of the special education population cannot access the state adopted curriculum used in general education classrooms. In order for our students to reach their fullest potential they need materials that are adapted to their specific needs and learning differences. The materials are designed specifically for children with developmental and language delays, while still adhering to core content standards. The curriculum and materials in the content area of mathematics are aligned with the attached CAPA Standards Maps and with the SEACO Curriculum Guide. Once the teachers have materials to use with their students, ongoing review of the maps will occur at job-alike meetings as well as curriculum development meetings.

During the 2009-10 school year, teachers will receive initial training at the beginning of the year, then subsequent training as a follow on the effective use of the materials in working with students, maintaining data on student progress, alignment with the standards maps, and writing effective goals and objectives for each student's IEP.

Description of Population Served by PUSD Special Education Programs:

Designated Instruction and Services (DIS)

Designated Instruction and Services (DIS) such as speech and language and occupational therapy are available to students if the service is required for the student to benefit from special education. Certificated specialists provide these services, which are not usually part of the general or special classroom structure. A
specialist may work with individuals in groups or on a one-to-one basis, either in the general classroom or other appropriate setting. Instruction focuses on the objectives in the student's IEP.

Resource Specialist Program (RSP)

RSP services are available at every school site for grades K-12. This program is designed to supplement the general education program to meet the needs of students who require specialized instruction in specific areas, and whose handicapping condition interferes with the ability to function in the general class. The student will be in the general class for at least 51% of the instructional day. This service is documented on the IEP as "Specialized Academic Instruction".

Special Day Class (SDC)

These programs are designed to provide services for students who need more than 50% of their instruction in a special education setting. This placement occurs only after the IEP team determines that the nature and severity of the students' needs are such that education in general classes with the use of supplementary aides and services, or placement in the Resource Specialist Program, cannot be achieved satisfactorily. This service shall be documented in the IEP as "Specialized Academic Instruction".

1. Non-severely Handicapped (NSH)

This program is academically based, addressing student's needs in the areas of language, social skills, independence, etc. Mainstreaming in non-academic areas and eventually academic subjects is the long-term goal for students in this program.

2. Critical Skills (CS)***

This program addresses students' needs in six major domains: Functional academics, daily living, vocational, community, domestic, and recreation/leisure. Mainstreaming and. inclusion opportunities are individualized on each student's IEP. The overall goal is to increase the student's independence to the maximum extent possible.

3. Homogenous Special Day Classes

These are classes designed for students who require more specialized programming directly related to the nature of their handicapping conditions. Poway currently operates the following homogenous programs:

A. Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Level Land Level 2***

These classes are specially designed for students who are on the autism spectrum and require a highly structured physical and visual environment to make progress on their IEP goals and objectives. The program is set up to implement specific methodologies that are research based for students' unique educational needs. Classes have a small student/staff ratio and integrate sensory strategies throughout the day. Classes are located at both the elementary and secondary level.

B. Emotionally Disturbed Program (ED)

This program is specifically designed to meet the needs of some of our students with severe emotional difficulties. There is a small student to staff ratio to allow for an academically-based program that is highly structured and includes positive behavior modification programs. There are ED classes located at elementary, middle, and high school levels.

C. Poway Academy of Learning (PAL)

PAL is an alternative program, which provides small group and individualized instruction in a structured, self-contained setting. The program is designed for students in grades 3-12 with unique needs who have not been successful at their school of residence despite many interventions and alternative placements. Students in this program demonstrate average to above average ability and are capable of accessing the general education curriculum but need the small-group environment and support to be successful. This program also assists students in the transition from a more restrictive placement to the public school setting. The focus of the program is to directly teach students organization and study skills as well as social and communication skills. Technology is used to support the curriculum and individual needs of the students. The goal of the program is to help students mainstream as quickly as possible back to their schools of residence.

D. Transition Program***

Upon recommendation of the IEP team, students who earn a Certificate of Participation when exiting high school are eligible to participate in the Transition Program until the age of 22. Building independence and community-based instruction is maximized at this time, as well as linking the student and family with the necessary support agencies.

***The curriculum we are requesting in this petition will be used specifically for mathematics for the Critical Skills, ASD, and Transition Programs (grades K​Transition).

III: Provide evidence of exemplary academic achievement or growth, by district, school(s), and where appropriate, by subject matter, grade level, and significant subgroup (except for petitions for grade level expectations of adopted programs).

Although the petition process requests documentation of the academic achievement of the schools in the district, that portion of the petition has been waived due to the fact that this is a request for special education materials only.

