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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Federal Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by River Springs Charter School for a waiver of Section 131(c)(1) of the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-270.)
Waiver Number: Fed-5-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent



	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Section 131(c)(1) of the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-270) (Perkins Act) requires local educational agencies (LEAs) whose allocations are less than $15,000 to enter into a consortium with other LEAs for the purpose of meeting the $15,000 minimum grant requirement. Section 131(c)(2)(A)(ii) of the Perkins Act permits states to waive the consortium agreement if the LEA is a public charter school operating career technical education (CTE) programs and is unable to join a consortium.
The State Board of Education (SBE) Waiver Policy # 01-01: Carl D. Perkins Career and Technology Education Improvement Act: Consortium Requirement for Minimum Allocation available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/documents/perkinspolicyr.doc, has criteria allowing a public charter school (as evidenced by a SBE issued charter number) operating CTE programs and unable to join in a consortium to be granted a waiver.

The SBE has approved all waivers of this statute that have been presented to them to date.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


River Springs is a public charter school (charter number 0753) operating a secondary school CTE program, thus meeting one of the criteria established by the SBE Waiver Policy # 01-01.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The other criterion for qualifying for this waiver is demonstration that the LEA cannot form or join a consortium that handles the Perkins funds. The Perkins Act as reauthorized in 2006 changed the way in which consortia operate. Section 131(f)(2) requires funds allocated to a consortium to be used only for purposes and programs that are mutually beneficial to all members and that the funds may not be reallocated to individual members of the consortium. 
This is the first year River Springs has applied for Perkins funds and has been unable to find another LEA willing to form a consortium for the purpose of receiving funding under the Perkins Act.

The California Department of Education recommends approval of this waiver allowing River Springs to receive $5,318 that will be used to help improve the CTE programs in the school.
Demographics: River Springs Charter School (River Springs) is chartered through the Riverside County Office of Education. River Springs has a student population of 1,786 and is located in the town of Temecula in Riverside County. 
Authority for Waiver: Federal Waiver Authority (PL 109-270) Section 131(c)(2)
Period of request: July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2013
Local board approval date(s): May 13, 2009
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval will enable River Springs to receive an annual Perkins Act allocation of $5,318. The waiver has no significant effect on the distribution of Perkins Act funds statewide.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Federal Waiver Request (1 page) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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