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	SUBJECT

Livermore Valley Charter Preparatory High School: Material Revision of Charter.
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	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve a request by the Livermore Valley Charter Preparatory (LVCP) High School to materially revise the charter petition.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The LVCP High School charter was approved by the SBE at its July 2009 meeting. The charter proposes to provide a college-preparatory high school curriculum in the Livermore area of Alameda County for pupils in grades nine through twelve (9-12). Under the terms of the approved charter, LVCP will begin operations in 2010-11, serving 110 pupils in grade nine, and add a grade each year with 135 pupils per grade, for a total enrollment of 540 pupils.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


LVCP has requested a material revision of the charter to increase its enrollment, to 270 pupils per grade per year, beginning in 2011-12. At full enrollment in 2014-15, the revised charter the revised charter would authorize LVCP to serve 1,080 pupils in grades 9-12. According to LVCP, approval of this request will allow LVCP to receive the highest credit rating on its application for Qualified School Construction Bonds (QSCB) available through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. QSCBs offer charter schools the ability to sell bonds and use the revenue for construction, rehabilitation, or repair of school facilities. Approximately $73 million has been set aside for charter schools in the 2009 calendar year (http://www.treasurer.ca.gov/csfa/qscb.asp). 

LVCP did not receive an award under the distribution of QSCB’s, made in October 2009. The school is hopeful, however, that the California School Finance Authority will 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


make additional awards and an increase in its enrollment will place it in a more competitive position to receive funding. LVCP plans to use revenues generated through the issuance of the QSCB bonds for the construction of a campus that would be shared with the Livermore Valley Charter School (LVCS), an existing SBE-authorized school serving kindergarten through grade eight. 

Approval of this request will allow LVCP to broaden its outreach efforts, helping the school to meet its ethnic and socioeconomic diversity goals. The CDE has verified that LVCP’s charter identifies a number of interventions designed to assist low-achieving and at-risk students. Classroom interventions emphasize cooperative learning in flexible groups, and a strategic intervention program that includes additional instructional minutes, supplemental reading and mathematics instruction, Student Success Teams, and referrals for special education evaluation or a Section 504 assessment. Additional support structures (e.g., after-school tutoring, summer enrichment programs, mentoring programs, peer study groups, etc.) will be provided to ensure that students meet or exceed the performance of their peers in comparable school settings. The educational program and array of interventions described in the LVCP charter, as well as experience gained in working with LVCS (operated by the same governing board as that of LVCP), lead the CDE to conclude that LVCP has the capacity to provide a high-quality educational program designed to help all students be successful in the college-preparatory program described in the LVCP charter. 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


If approved, this school would receive increased apportionment funding under the charter school block grant funding model. Funding is based on statewide average funding levels for each grade span (K-3, 4-6, 7-8, and 9-12). Calculations use revenue limits for unified, elementary and high school districts.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  Request for Material Revision to the LVCP Charter (36 Pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.)

Attachment 2:  LVCP Enrollment Goals (1 Page) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.)
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