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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
January 2010 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by the Inyo County Office of Education to waive portions of California Education Code Section 52055.57(b) for Bishop Joint Union High School District to eliminate the planning process required after being identified as a Program Improvement Year 1 district, because effective July 1, 2010, the district will be unified with the Bishop Union Elementary School District, a Program Improvement Year 3 district.

Waiver Number: 20-10-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial

That the Bishop Joint Union High School District (JUHSD) is relieved of its responsibilities as a local educational agency (LEA) in Program Improvement (PI) Year 1, as required by Education Code (EC) 52055.57(b), conditional upon approval of the unification of Bishop JUHSD and Bishop Union Elementary School District (UESD) into a newly unified LEA, and the new LEA agrees to work with the Inyo County Office of Education (COE) on the preparation of a new unified LEA Plan, taking into account the needs of individual schools in PI located within the new LEA. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


No previous Board discussion or action has been taken on this or similar topics. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Upon approval of the unification, the Bishop JUHSD and Bishop UESD will be a unified school district as of July 1, 2010. Although both districts are currently in PI, the unified district will not be in PI because new districts are assigned a new County District School (CDS) code, and there are no historical performance data for new districts. 
However, the Inyo COE, which has been working with the Bishop UESD as their district assistance and intervention team provider, has offered to work with both districts, after unification on July 1, 2010, on a unified LEA Plan that takes into account the underachievement of subgroups within the new district. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The history of the Title I status and consolidation record of the two districts is as follows:

· Bishop UESD is currently identified as an LEA in PI Year 3+ for 2009-10, and is working with the Inyo COE on corrective actions. The district’s 2009 Academic Performance Index (API) is 768, and they met 25 out of the 27 criteria in the 2009 Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) Report. 
· The Inyo County Committee on School District Organization recommended that Bishop JUHSD unify with Bishop UESD on October 21, 2009.

· Bishop JUHSD was identified as an LEA in PI Year I, effective September 25, 2009. As an LEA in PI Year 1, it is required, per EC Section 52055.57(b), to conduct a self assessment, using tools provided by California Department of Education (CDE) that are based upon current research, and revise and expeditiously implement its LEA Plan. The 2009 API for the high school district is 717, and they met 13 out of the 14 criteria in the 2009 AYP Report. 

· The unification of the two districts is planned for July 1, 2010.

· The new district will receive a new county-district-school (CDS) code, and will not be in PI. However, the barriers to student achievement that resulted in the two previous districts being identified for PI will remain.
· The needs of the schools (and students) that remain in PI in the newly unified district must be addressed in the new LEA plan.
Five waivers about the unification process, the election requirement and the appointment of an interim Superintendent for the newly unified district are scheduled for SBE consideration at its January, 2010 meeting. This waiver is a part of that package to expedite unification.

The CDE recommends that Bishop JUHSD be relieved of its responsibilities as an LEA in PI Year 1 as required by EC 52055.57(b), conditional upon the unification of Bishop JUHSD and Bishop UESD into a newly unified LEA, and the new LEA agrees to work with the Inyo COE on the preparation of a new unified LEA plan, taking into account the needs of individual schools in PI located within the new LEA. 

· 

Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a).
Demographic Information: Bishop JUHSD has a student population of 650 and is located in a small, rural community in Inyo county. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: August 18, 2009, to June 30, 2010 

Local board approval date(s): October 21, 2009

Public hearing held on date(s): October 21, 2009

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): October 21, 2009 

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Bishop JUHSD Classified Association/Lucy Terrasas, Bishop JUHSD Teacher’s Association/Angela Scott

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose: 

Comments (if appropriate):

Both unions support the waiver request
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school          FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify)

Notice was posted at the Bishop and Independence Inyo County Office of Education offices, the Bishop JUHSD, and Bishop UESD offices, and at school sites.
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Bishop JUHSD Site Council   

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
 None       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: October 21, 2009

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval denial. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
Attachment 2: Support letter from Barry D. Simpson, Superintendent, Bishop Union Elementary School District, and Bishop Joint Union High School District (1 page)
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