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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
January 2010 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Reef-Sunset Unified School District to waive California Education Code Section 48663(a) regarding community day school classroom minimum instructional minutes. 
Waiver Number: 13-10-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That Reef-Sunset Unified School District (USD) shall have a minimum instructional day of 375 minutes for its community day school (CDS) on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday in order to be eligible to receive daily base revenue funding for those days. The district would then also be eligible to receive daily base revenue funding for a minimum instructional day of 300 minutes for its CDS on Wednesdays. EC 33051(b) will not apply and the district must evaluate before renewal.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


There have been two previous requests approved by the State Board of Education (SBE) to waive minimum day requirements for CDSs described in Education Code (EC) Section 48663(a). In January 2006, the SBE approved a request by the San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools (CSS) for a waiver to permit the San Bernardino CSS to increase the length of one instructional day by one hour every two weeks in exchange for reducing another day in that period by that same amount. The purpose was to allow time for teachers to meet in professional learning communities. 
In July 2009, the Potter Valley Community Unified School District received approval to have a minimum instructional day in EC 48663(a) increased to 390 minutes on Monday through Thursday and reduced to 240 minutes on Friday so that community day students could additionally participate in an activity program with the regular student body in order to help them transition back to a regular school program.

The current request is similar to the one for San Bernardino CSS.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Reef-Sunset USD is requesting a limited waiver of the requirement to provide a daily minimum of 360 minutes of instructional time. The Reef-Sunset USD wishes to 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


increase the minimum day to 375 minutes of instruction on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, and provide only 300 minutes of instruction on Wednesday. 
Also, each week teachers at both Primary and Secondary Community Day Schools can attend collaboration meetings with teachers from other schools in the district who teach similar grade levels and subject regarding lesson plans, instructional techniques and curriculum development. 

As a district, the Reef-Sunset USD is currently in program improvement and corrective action status. Research has shown that professional learning communities are instrumental in accelerating learning outcomes for students. The waiver would enable teachers from both of the district’s CDSs, together with educators from other schools in the district, to collaborate on lesson plans, instructional techniques and curriculum development. 
In addition, the CDS teachers would be able to benefit from periodic training provided during the collaboration time by consultants such as WestEd. 
The Department recommends approval with the above conditions.

Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a).
Demographic Information: The RSUSD has a student population of approximately 2,500 students and is located in a remote rural community in Kings County.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request:  January 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011
Local board approval date(s): October 15, 2009
Public hearing held on date(s): October 15, 2009
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): West Kings County Teacher’s Association (CTA) – September 24, 2009 
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: West Kings County Teacher’s Association – President Melanie Marsh

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose
Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Reef-Sunset Alternative Education Site Council

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: September 21, 2009
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (Original waiver request is signed  

                       and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.) 
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