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October 2, 2009





To Whom It May Concern:





This letter is for the purpose of aiding in the understanding of why the three third grade classes, taught by Mrs. Wendy Caldwell, Mrs. Melanie Yoshimura, and Mrs. Ann Holub, were over enrolled with students during the 2007-2008 school year. When preparing for any new school year, the number of students projected for enrollment in each class is developed from what information is known. Although we did our process as usual, reviewing the school’s history of enrollment patterns, surveying the families during the spring to see who might be moving, carefully checking to see if the addresses of new students enrolling before school opened belonged to students still showing as enrolled, and always evaluating how to balance classes to make the best teachable groups for maximum learning.  After all of this, we were happy to have started all grade levels below maximum capacity.  Then, as happens each year, a few families moved into the area and a few moved out.  The unusual part was the percentage of new enrollment was higher in third grade students. 





After all of the four third grade classes were full, I met with the third grade teaching team to discuss what we would do if more came in. By this date, teachers had already held Back-To-School Night and set up their schedules for interventions, classroom parent volunteers, team teaching and overall coordination for student success. The teachers decided they did not want to disrupt their students and the progress they were already making if additional third grade students enrolled. They felt that adding up to two more students each would be better than creating a third-fourth grade combination class and the number of students that would be disrupted in the process. 





The four third grade teachers worked very closely as a team and they felt they could better support the student learning of all the third grade students directly in their same building rather than through the support of the fourth grade teacher that would have a combination class created out of her fourth grade class that is housed in a different building. I agreed with the third grade teaching team’s decisions and reasons as they had made their decision based on what was best for the students.





When additional third grade students joined Bryant Ranch we followed the plan and added them to the existing third grade classes. The third grade teachers received additional support through the hiring of an instructional assistant. The teachers were pleased to use their successful strategies for all the third grade students, especially as they continued to monitor student progress using district benchmarks in language arts and math. Throughout the continuous evaluation and after reviewing the final data from state testing, they knew they had made the right decision for the students.





If I can be of further assistance or clarification, please feel free to contact me at (714) 524-6300 x 34001.





Sincerely,





Kathie DiRocco
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