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	SUBJECT

2010–15 Federal Public Charter Schools Grant Program Request for Applications.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) and the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) recommend that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the 2010–15 Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) Request for Applications (RFA) and direct the CDE, in consultation with the executive director of the SBE and/or the SBE liaisons, to perform all necessary actions required to finalize the RFA.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The United States Department of Education (ED), Office of Innovation and Improvement, awards federal Charter School Program (CSP) grant funds to increase national understanding of the charter school model and to expand the number of high-quality charter schools available to students across the nation. Through these grants, state educational agencies make these funds available in the form of sub-grants to charter developers for planning, program design, and initial implementation of a charter school, and to support the dissemination of information about charter schools, including successful practices in charter schools.

California has received federal CSP grant funds since 1995. At its January 2010 meeting, the SBE acted to direct the CDE to apply for up to $300 million in federal CSP grant funds for a total award period of five years. On May 7, 2010, the CDE, on behalf of the SBE, submitted an application to ED for a $300 million award for the 2010–15 grant cycle. The ED anticipates announcing CSP awards in August 2010.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


California’s sub-grant program, the PCSGP, is administered by the CDE on behalf of the SBE. The CDE distributes PCSGP funds to charter developers through the RFA process. The SBE has approved previous RFAs for the distribution of PCSGP funding, including the distribution of approximately $81 million in 2004–07, and $77 million in 2007–10, to California charter developers and charter schools to plan and implement new schools and to share best practices. 
The goal of the PCSGP is to increase student achievement that leads to closing the achievement gaps through high-quality charter schools. To meet this goal, the objectives of the 2010–15 PCSGP are: (1) increase the number of high-quality charter schools in California; (2) strengthen charter school sustainability through capacity building; (3) improve academic achievement of charter school students; and (4) disseminate best practices from high-quality charter schools. California estimates that the PCSGP will assist in expanding the number of charter schools in the state by approximately 610 new schools from 2010 through 2015. PCSGP funds will be used to incentivize developers to open high-quality charter schools in the attendance areas of the state’s persistently lowest-performing schools, thereby offering choice and options to parents and students for a higher quality education to help California close achievement gaps.
The PCSGP will annually award over one hundred sub-grants to new charter schools to assist with the costs of planning, opening, and operating high-quality charter schools in the state. Sub-grant applications received will be evaluated against a published rubric on leadership capacity, quality of the educational program, and the degree of parent involvement. 

The RFA was presented to the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) on June 16, 2010. The ACCS voted 6–0 to recommend that the SBE to approve the proposed PCSGP RFA.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of the 2010–15 RFA will allow CDE to initiate the process of awarding $285 million in PCSGP funds to charter developers over the next five years. Approximately $15 million in administrative funds will be available to the state for administering the PCSGP.
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