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	SUBJECT

Academic Content Standards Commission: Update Regarding the Consideration of Adoption of the Common Core State Standards.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) hear an update on the progress of the Academic Content Standards Commission and act on the Commission’s recommendations by August 2, 2010. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


May 2009: The SBE President, the SSPI, and the Governor of California agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Governors Association (NGA) Center for Best Practices initiative to develop CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant (Attachment 1). 

November 1997: The SBE, pursuant to the recommendations of the Commission for the Establishment of Academic Content and Performance Standards, adopted the English-Language Arts Content Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve and the Mathematics Content Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In the fall of 2009, Governors and state commissioners of education from 48 states (including California), two territories, and the District of Columbia, committed to developing a set of standards that would help prepare students with the knowledge and skills needed to succeed in education and training after high school. The development of the CCSS was a state-led effort coordinated by the CCSSO and NGA, with stakeholders from nearly every state in the country contributing to the development of,
the standards. Feedback and the review process was integral to the shaping of the CCSS, and included educators from kindergarten through grade twelve, postsecondary faculty, curriculum and assessment experts, researchers, national organizations, and community groups.

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
In January 2010, the passage of Senate Bill X5 1 amended the California EC 60605.8 to include the formation of the ASC (Attachment 2). The ASC is composed of 21 members: 11 members appointed by the Governor, five members appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules, and five members appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly. For each set of appointments, at least 50 percent are current public school elementary or secondary classroom teachers. 

The ASC is required to develop academic content standards in language arts and mathematics, with at least 85 percent of these standards consisting of the CCSS for each subject. The CCSS may not be changed; however, supplemental standards may be added. The ASC will make recommendations regarding any supplemental standards to constitute no more than 15 percent of the total. The deadline set in statute (EC 60605.8) for presentation of academic content standards proposed by the ASC to the SBE is 
July 15, 2010. The CCSS (Attachment 3) were not finalized until June 2, 2010, and the full Commission was not appointed until June 4, 2010. The Commission meeting dates are scheduled for June 17-18, July 6-7, and July 14-15, 2010. 
EC 60605.8(g) outlines that the SBE is to do one of the following on or before 

August 2, 2010: 1) adopt the proposed academic content standards; or 2) reject the academic content standards as proposed by the ASC. If the SBE rejects the proposed standards, it must provide a specific written explanation to the SSPI, the Governor, and 
the Legislature of the reasons why the proposed standards are rejected. 

Highlight of key events:
September 2009
Draft College and Career Readiness Standards were released, providing the foundation of the common core standards. 
January 2010
Senate Bill X5 1 amended EC Section 60605.8 which required the ASC make recommendations to the SBE regarding the adoption of the academic content standards.
March – April 2010
Draft CCSS were released and an estimated 10,000 public comments received.

April – June 2010
Recruitment and appointment of ASC members.

June 2, 2010
Final draft of the CCSS was released.

June – July 2010
ASC meetings are scheduled for June 17-18, July 6-7, and July 14-15. 

By July 15, 2010
The deadline for the ASC to present its recommendations to the SBE.
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
On or before August 2, 2010
The SBE accepts or rejects the ASC recommendations. 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Any staff support required for the ASC will be provided by the CDE using existing resources. No funds were allocated in the 2009–10 budget for the expenses of the ASC. 

ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1: Letter dated May 28, 2009, to Mr. Ray Scheppach, National Governors’ Association and Mr. Gene Wilhoit, Council of Chief State School Officers (1 Page)

Attachment 2: California Education Code, Division 4. Instruction and Services, Part 33. Instructional Materials and Testing, Chapter 5. California Assessment of Academic Achievement, Article 2. Program Provisions, Section 60605.8 


(1 Page)

Attachment 3:
Copy of the Common Core State Standards Initiative. This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at (http://www.corestandards.org/). A copy of the Common Core State Standards is also available for viewing at the State Board of Education office.
CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CODE 

DIVISION 4. INSTRUCTION AND SERVICES

PART 33. INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND TESTING

CHAPTER 5. CALIFORNIA ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

ARTICLE 2. PROGRAM PROVISIONS
Section 60605.8.  

(a) There is hereby established the Academic Content Standards Commission. The commission shall consist of 21 members, appointed as follows:

   

(1) Eleven members appointed by the Governor.

   

(2) Five members appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules.

   

(3) Five members appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly.

   
(b) Members of the commission shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority.

   
(c) Not less than half of the members appointed by each of the appointing authorities pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be current public school elementary or secondary classroom teachers.

  
(d) The commission shall develop academic content standards in language arts and mathematics. The standards shall be internationally benchmarked and build toward college and career readiness by the time of high school graduation. Unless otherwise allowed by the Secretary of the United States Department of Education, at least 85 percent of these standards shall be the common core academic standards developed by the consortium or interstate collaboration set forth in Section 60605.7.

(e) Pursuant to the Bagley-Keene Act, Article 9 (commencing with Sec. 11120) of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code, all meetings and hearings of the commission shall be open and available to the public.

 
(f) On or before July 15, 2010, the commission shall present its recommended academic content standards to the state board.

 
(g) On or before August 2, 2010, the state board shall do either of the following:

(1) Adopt the academic content standards as proposed by the commission.

(2) Reject the academic content standards as proposed by the commission. If the state board rejects the standards it shall provide a specific written explanation to the Superintendent, the Governor, and the Legislature of the reasons why the proposed standards were rejected.

(h) The Superintendent and state board shall present to the Governor and to the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature a schedule and implementation plan for integrating the academic content standards adopted pursuant to this section into the state educational system.
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