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	SUBJECT

Request for Approval of Los Angeles County Office of Education Charter Special Education Local Plan Area.
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	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE): 

1. Approve the Los Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE) Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) local plan (Attachment 1) for charter schools local educational agency (LEA) membership only and subject to the following conditions:

· LACOE must submit a revised local plan to identify charter school LEA members pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 56195 

· The LACOE SELPA local plan must meet all statutorily required elements 

· The LACOE SELPA local plan must assure students with disabilities receive a free appropriate public education 

2.  Delegate final approval of the LACOE SELPA local plan to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) upon receipt of documents fulfilling the conditions for approval.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


As required by EC Section 56100, each SELPA submits a local plan for review and approval by the SBE. In January 2000, pursuant to its statutory authority, the SBE delegated approval of SELPA local plans to the SSPI. However, at such times when a proposed local plan exceeds the scope of that delegation, the SSPI refers the local plan to the SBE for its review and approval. In January 2010, the SSPI referred to the SBE a request to approve Desert Mountain SELPA, El Dorado Charter SELPA, LASER (Lodi Area Special Education Region) SELPA, and Yuba County SELPA local plans. Although the proposed plans did not meet the population standards, the SBE approved the plans. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


At the same time, the SBE required the SSPI to refer any new SELPAs that exclusively serve charter schools to the SBE for approval.
The SSPI is referring the LACOE SELPA local plan to the SBE for its review and approval because the new SELPA will exclusively serve charter schools as LEA members of its SELPA. 

Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 56205 et seq., each SELPA submits a local plan to the state that describes the range of services available in the SELPA, delineates the governance structure, and describes the structure of support that students with disabilities require for obtaining a free appropriate public education (FAPE). The local plan includes: (1) plans for specific groups of students, (2) provision of a variety of programs, (3) provisions to utilize expertise in areas related to severe and low incidence disabilities, and (4) assurance of qualified special education teachers. The governing board typically includes participating member LEA and/or county chief operating officers and/or superintendents. The local plan also describes how the participating members of the SELPA follow federal and state special education laws and regulations. It also describes how the SELPA will ensure access to special education programs and services for all identified students with disabilities who reside in the SELPA service area. Each SELPA has a Community Advisory Committee (CAC) that provides active community involvement in the development and review of the local plan. Each CAC meets to review policies and procedures on a regular basis as specified in the local plan.

CDE review of the LACOE SELPA local plan indicates the local plan addressed all statutory requirements (EC sections 56205 to 56206), except as noted below. Attachment 2 contains the Elements of the Local Plan: 

· EC Section 56205(a)(12)(B) - A description of the regionalized operations and services listed in EC Section 56836.23 and the direct instructional support provided by program specialists in accordance with EC Section 56368 to be provided through the plan

· EC Section 56205(a)(12)(C) - Verification that a CAC has been established pursuant to EC Section 56190

· EC Section 56205(a)(12)(D)(ii)(IV) – Monitoring the appropriate use of federal, state, and local funds allocated for special programs
· EC Section 56205(b)(4) - A description of the method by which members of the public, including parents or guardians of individuals with exceptional needs who are receiving services under the plan, may address questions or concerns to the governing body or individual
The proposed LACOE SELPA currently identifies no charter school LEA members. As such, LACOE SELPA cannot identify regionalized services and supports, form a CAC, 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


or provide for other means of public input. In addition, LACOE SELPA cannot project program and fiscal needs or resources until it identifies LEA member students.

The LACOE SELPA will plan to resubmit its plan to the Special Education Division of CDE once it has identified its charter LEA members.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The fiscal effects caused by a charter leaving or entering a SELPA cannot be determined at this time because there are too many unknown variables, such as which LEA charters will be members. In general, the funding effects for an increase or decline in average daily attendance (ADA) due to the addition or loss of a charter school member is dependent on the growth status of the SELPAs that are receiving or losing members.
The impact to funding is different for an all charter school SELPA, which is being proposed by LACOE. A funding increase or reduction will occur that is equal to the statewide target rate (i.e., $465 per ADA in 2009–10) times the gain or loss in ADA in the year that it receives or loses a charter school.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: LACOE SELPA Local Plan (104 pages) (This attachment is not available for Web. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office and via e-mail upon request.)
Attachment 2: Elements of the Local Plan (6 pages) 
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