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Legislative Update 
These bills affect issue areas of the State Board of Education (SBE) Principles. These measures impact the policies related to SBE Principles, and/or the role of the SBE. Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE position for the legislation. The position (watch, support, support if amended, oppose or oppose unless amended) of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) has been noted in bill descriptions, where applicable.
1. Safeguard the State Board of Education-adopted academic content standards as the foundation of California's kindergarten through grade twelve (K–12) educational system; the same standards for all children.
No legislation related to this SBE principle has been identified at this time.

2. Ensure that curriculum is rigorous, standards-aligned, and research-based utilizing State Board of Education-adopted materials or standards-aligned textbooks in grades nine to twelve, to prepare children for college or the workforce.
SB 223 (Wyland) - Education: History-Social Science Curriculum Framework: Financial Literacy.
This measure would require the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission), as part of its regular process of developing and revising curriculum frameworks, to consider and vote on whether to include financial literacy in the proposed changes to the 2015 History-Social Science Curriculum Framework. Four previous bills have attempted to include financial literacy in the school curriculum. All of these bills were vetoed by the Governor, who stated that schools already have the authority to incorporate money management into their curriculum. The July 8, 2009, Assembly Education Committee’s analysis indicates that the California Bankers Association, the California Coalition for Youth, the California Credit Union League, the California Society of Certified Public Accountants, the California State Controller, John Chiang, the Center for Student Credit Card Education, and the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities support this measure. No opposition was registered. 

The author of this measure will not be pursuing this bill.  
SB 234 (Wyland) - Curriculum: History-Social Science Curriculum Framework: Oral Histories: Genocide.
This bill would require the Curriculum Commission to consider and vote on whether to include an oral history component specifically related to genocides in the proposed changes to the 2015 History-Social Science Curriculum Framework as part of its regular process of developing and revising curriculum frameworks as requested by the SBE. This bill would specify that the oral history component, if included by the Commission, would not require the inclusion of oral history materials in the frameworks, but instead require in an appendix to the updated framework the inclusion of a listing of where those materials can be found and how to use them in a history course. Similar legislation that proposes the modification of high school graduation requirements has been introduced this session, including AB 156 (Jeffries), AB 167 (Adams), AB 554 (Furutani), SB 223 (Wyland), SB 381 (Wright), and SB 520 (Pavley). The July 8, 2009, Assembly Education Committee’s analysis indicates that Armenian Assembly of America, Armenian National Committee of America, and Survivors of Torture International support this measure. The Legislative Committee, and the Turkish Peace and Justice Committee are opposed to this measure. 
The author of this measure will not be pursuing this bill.  
3. Ensure the availability of State Board of Education-adopted instructional materials for Kindergarten and grades one to eight and locally adopted standards-aligned instructional materials in grades nine to twelve.
AB 314 (Brownley) - Instructional Materials.
This bill would require publishers or manufacturers of instructional materials to provide equipment or technology associated with the use of instructional materials under consideration for purchase free of charge to the same extent as they are provided to any state or school district in the United States. The bill would also require publishers or manufacturers to furnish instructional materials offered by the publisher in an electronic format at a price that is less than the price charged for the printed version and would require the electronic version of any textbook to contain at least the same content as the printed version. 
AB 314 would also require that the SBE hold a publicly noticed informational hearing prior to the meeting at which it is scheduled to adopt the instructional materials. (The SBE practice has been to hold the hearing and make the adoption decision at the same meeting.) This measure would require the list of materials by subject and grade level be posted on the CDE Web site and include the assessments or reports of findings and recommendations by expert reviewers and evaluators of the materials including:  alignment of standards, program organization, pupil assessments, teacher support, and support for English learners.  The bill would require the SSPI to develop, and the SBE to adopt regulations regarding the posting of adopted such materials.  The bill extends the life of the adoption list for three years following the next adoption of instructional materials based upon a new or revised framework.

AB 314 would significantly change the reviewer selection process for instructional materials and eliminate the SBE role in these decisions.  This bill would allow school districts receiving Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program (IMFRP) funds to recommend reviewers for K–8 instructional materials who meet specified requirements.  This bill would require the SSPI to select, through random lottery, and appoint instructional materials reviewers and content review experts from the recommendations made by school districts and ensure that the reviewers reflect the various ethnic groups, types of districts and regions in California and have experience in providing instruction to English learners and pupils with disabilities and ensure that the majority of those individuals selected are credentialed classroom teachers.
AB 314 would also revise the timeframe by which pupils would be required to be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term to no later than 36 months after those materials were adopted by the SBE (currently, timeframe is 24 months). 
Prior legislation, in 2008, attempted to make changes to the instructional material adoption process: AB 2315 (Mullin) and AB 2468 (Brownley). Both measures were vetoed by the Governor, whose veto messages stated that the SBE had recently addressed greater transparency and clear timelines and procedures in the instructional materials adoption process and that the SBE should maintain the authority over selection and appointment of instructional materials reviewers and content review experts. In addition, the Governor’s veto message for AB 2468 stated that current law already provides safeguards against California paying higher prices for instructional materials. The July 8, 2009, Senate Committee Education analysis indicates that the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO), Association of California School Administrators (ACSA), California School Board Association (CSBA), Small School Districts Association (SSDA), California Association of Suburban School Districts, and several county offices of education support this measure. The Association of American Publishers is opposed. 

This measure is a two year bill and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee. Lupita Alcalá 
AB 482 (Mendoza) - Instructional Materials: English Learners.
Under the provision of this bill, it would do the following:

· Require that by December 31, 2013, the SBE shall revise the reading/language arts framework to address the needs of English learners. The framework shall integrate the English/language arts content standards and English language development standards in a manner that provides curriculum and instructional materials for English learners. The curriculum and instructional materials for English Learners shall be aligned to both the English/language arts content standards and English language development standards. 
· The bill also amends the criteria for the individuals that make up the review panels commencing with the 2010 follow-up adoption (and for each primary and follow-up adoption) of the development of the instructional materials for reading/language arts/English language development. Fifty percent of panel members must have expertise and experience in teaching English language development to pupils, be trained on validating the alignment of the English language development standards and English language arts standards with instructional materials, and have been trained on research based attributes of high quality English language development instruction. Seventy five percent of the panel that reviews and evaluates reading intervention materials written specifically for English learners shall be individuals who possess expertise and have experience working with English learners in grades four to eight, and have been trained on research based attributes of reading intervention instruction for English learners. 
· The bill limits the ability of the State Board of Education to convene any additional panels or increase the number of persons serving on a panel. 
The revision of the framework by December 2013 will be problematic due to the suspension of framework development until the 2013–14 school year. The SBE adopted the 2008 Reading/Language Arts/English Language Development (RLA/ELD) Framework & Evaluation Criteria in 2006 and corresponding RLA/ELD instructional materials in 2008. Over the years, similar measures attempted to revise the RLA Frameworks and Evaluation Criteria. SB 1769 (Escutia) in 2006 and AB 2135 (Mendoza) in 2008 were both vetoed by the Governor. The veto messages stated that these bills would provide a separate curricula and textbooks for English Learner students and segregate learning for these students. In addition, the veto message noted that the bills circumvented the decision by the SBE on this issue; the SBE had thoroughly vetted the issue in its deliberations, and these measures contradicted the SBE’s decision. Other proposed measures were deliberated during the previous Legislative session, including AB 1177 (Solorio) in 2007 and AB 2974 (Solorio) in 2008. The July 15, 2009, Senate Education Committee’s analysis indicates that the California Association for Bilingual Education, Californians Together, Los Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE), Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), Riverside County Schools Advocacy Association and San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD), support this measure. The Department of Finance (DOF) is opposed to AB 482. 

This measure is a two year bill and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee. Lupita Alcalá 
4. Support professional development for teachers on the adopted instructional materials that are used in the classroom. 
No legislation related to this SBE principle has been identified at this time.

5. Maintain the assessment and accountability system, including Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR), Early Assessment Program (EAP), California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) and California English Development Test (CELDT).
AB 391 (Torlakson) - Independent Evaluation of the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program

This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction, on or before
April 1, 2011, to contract for an independent evaluation of the STAR Program. The evaluation should include, among other specifics, recommendations for improvements and revisions in the program, improving the technical characteristics of the tests for groups and individuals, including pupils with disabilities and English learners, improving grade level continuity and vertical alignment in the tests, and the ability to produce scores that are longitudinally comparable. This evaluation should also include increasing the integration of content from other core curriculum areas into test items and improving the alignment to any new content standards. The Superintendent would be required to provide this evaluation to the Legislature, the Governor, and the State Board of Education on or before November 1, 2011. The bill would require the State Department of Education to use federal funds for the purpose of contracting for the evaluation and would make the operation of these provisions contingent upon an appropriation for their purposes in the annual Budget Act or another statute.

This measure is in the Senate Education Committee.

AB 451 (De Leon) - Public School Accountability: Grants.
This bill would revise and enhance the state's intervention structure related to schools in Program Improvement (PI).  This bill would require PI schools in years four and five to receive technical assistance support to improve academic achievement, with a focus on significant subgroups (i.e., English language learners, pupils with special needs, etc.). Specifically, this bill would provide LEAs with $150,000 in federal funding for PI year four and five schools to reassess their schoolsite plan and implement recommendations to improve pupil achievement. It also establishes a School District Liaison Team to work with its schoolsites to ensure that schools and LEAs are working cohesively to make academic improvements. A similar measure, SB 606 (Perata) of the 2007–08 Legislative Session, failed to pass the Senate. A working group is being established to further discuss whether alternative actions should be included or replace the current version of the bill. The July 15, 2009, Senate Education Committee's analysis indicates that the Antioch Unified School District, ACSA, and California Parent Teacher Association (CAPTA) support this measure. No opposition was registered. 
The author of this measure will not be pursuing this bill.  
SB 381 (Wright) - Instruction: course of study.
This bill would prohibit a school district from adopting a graduation requirement that commences with the 2010‑11 school year and requires the completion of additional coursework to meet or exceed the requirements and prerequisites for admission to a four‑year California public university unless the district also requires the completion of a sequence of at least three career technical education courses. However, this provision would not apply to a school district that, by June 30, 2009, has adopted graduation requirements that require the completion of all minimum coursework necessary to meet the requirements and prerequisites for admission to a four–year California public university. 
This measure is a two year bill and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  Chris Reefe 
SB 930 (Ducheny) – Pupil Assessment
This bill would require pupils with limited English proficiency who receive instruction in their primary language or have been enrolled in a school in the United States for less than 12 months to take a 2nd achievement test in their primary language and would require school districts to provide specified accommodations to pupils who are English learners while taking these tests. In addition, the bill would require the State Department of Education, by January 1, 2011, to identify and develop effective accommodations for English learners that will allow meaningful participation in the assessments and that address the unique linguistic and sociocultural needs of the English learner without altering the test construct. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws and would extend the operative date of these provisions to July 1, 2015.

This measure was introduced on February 2, 2010, and may be acted upon or on after March 5, 2010.

6. Ensure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board of Education-adopted standards as the basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates
No legislation related to this SBE principle has been identified at this time.
7. Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education.
No legislation related to this SBE principle has been identified at this time.
Other Bills of Interest to the State Board of Education

No legislation related to this SBE principle has been identified at this time.

SSPI Sponsored Bills
SCA 6 (Simitian) - Taxation: Educational Entities: Parcel Tax.
The California Constitution conditions the imposition of a special tax by a city, county, or special district upon the approval of two-thirds of the voters of the city, county, or special district voting on that tax, and prohibits these entities from imposing an ad valorem tax on real property or a transactions or sales tax on the sale of real property. This measure would alternatively condition the imposition, extension, or increase of a parcel tax, as defined, by a school district, community college district, or county office of education upon the approval of 55 percent of its voters voting on the proposition, and would also make conforming changes to related provisions. This is an SSPI co-sponsored bill. The Senate Committee on Elections, Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments Committee’s analysis indicates the Antioch Unified School District, ACSA, Association of Low Wealth Schools, CSBA, California Association of Suburban School Districts, California Communities United Institute, CCBE, CFT, California School Employees' Association, California Tax Reform Association, California Taxpayers' Association, CTA, Children Now, FIRST 5 Santa Clara County, Fremont Union High School District, Jefferson Elementary School District, League of Women Voters of California, Long Beach City College, LAUSD, Los Gatos - Saratoga Joint Union High School District, numerous individual school board members, Palo Alto Unified School District, Riverside County Schools Advocacy Association, San Carlos School District, SFUSD, San Mateo - Foster City School District, and Scotts Valley Unified School District support this measure. In opposition of this measure are the California Association of Realtors, California Taxpayers' Association, and the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association.
This measure is a two-year bill and is currently in the Senate Third Reading File. Lupita Alcalá 
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