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Piru Charter school 
Educating the Whole Child 
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Here are some highlights of our unique and exciting program… 

•	 Classroom Instruction that Works, Research-Based 
Strategies For Increasing Student Achievement. 

- Identifying similarities and differences.
 
- Summarizing and note taking.
 
- Reinforcing effort and providing recognition.
 
- Homework and practice.
 
- Nonlinguistic representations.
 
- Cooperative learning.
 
- Setting objectives and providing feedback.
 
- Generating and testing hypotheses.
 
- Questions, cues, and advance organizers.
 

•	 The Revolutionary New Science of Exercise and The 
Brain. John F. Kennedy got it right when he stated, “We are 
under-exercised as a nation. We look, instead of play. We 
ride, instead of walk. Our existence deprives us of the 
minimum of physical activity essential for healthy living.” 

- Did you know that aerobic exercise physically 
transforms our brains for peak performance? 

- Getting your heart and lungs pumping can mean the 
difference between a calm, focused mind and a 
harried, inattentive one. 

-	 The latest research shows that for your brain to 
function at its peak, your body needs to move. 

- Aerobic exercise actually prepares your brain to learn. 
- Exercise is not simply necessary; as Dr. Ratey clearly 

shows, it’s medicine. 
- We plan to build a running track on campus that the 

entire Piru community can use 7 days a week. 
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- Did you know you could stop gaining weight and 
improve your health simply by taking 2000 more steps 
and eating 100 fewer calories each day? 

- Our students will use pedometers to track and 
record their steps. Walking and running reduces 
the risk of serious health problems, strengthens 
bones, and decreases stress making a powerful 
connection between personal health and learning. 

•	 Lesson One / The ABCs Of Life: This dynamic program 
combines character education, violence prevention, and 
conflict resolution to help children develop and practice 
important social skills. 

- A school-wide plan to help children develop the life 
skills and internal discipline necessary to learn and 
thrive in the 21st Century. 

-	 Gives children a social-emotional support system. 
- The strategies of this program promote self-control, 

self-confidence, and personal responsibility. 
- Lesson One helps build a respectful classroom and 

school community by promoting self-respect and 
respect for diversity. 

-	 Acts as a bullying prevention program. 
- At PCS all staff, students, and parents will receive 

training on how to use Lesson One skills. 
- Example / Self-Confidence: Self-confidence is a proud, 

happy feeling I get when I have tried my best. It’s up to 
me to be proud of myself when I have done a good job. 
Some ways I show myself that I have self-confidence are 
by sitting, standing, and speaking with pride. 
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•	 Health and Learning. We agree with the First Lady, 
Michelle Obama, when she says “let’s move” on child 
obesity. 

- The Bad News! At least 120 million adult Americans, 
64.5% of the population, are overweight. And it makes 
us the fattest nation in the world. 

- The average American adult is gaining 1 to 3 pounds a 
year. 

- About 32% of children and adolescents today, or 25 
million kids, are obese or overweight, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

- In 1990, type 2 diabetes, a direct result of obesity, 
accounts for 50% of new pediatric cases of diabetes. 
The health problems associated with diabetes include 
vision loss, high blood pressure, circulatory problems, 
mood disorders, and increased risk of heart attack, 
stroke and early death. 

- Doctors are seeing an alarming number of type 2 
diabetes in Latino children. If current trends in 
childhood obesity go unchecked, one out of every two 
Latino children born in the year 2000 will develop it. 

- Getting students to exercise more not only addresses 
obesity issues but also improves their grades with a 
U.S. study finding physically fit students tend to score 
higher in tests than their peers. Test scores dropped 
more than one point for each extra minute it took 
middle and high school students to complete a one-
mile run/walk fitness test. 

-	 The good news! Piru Charter School is committed to 
better managing student health by making changes in 
students’ dietary and exercise habits by offering 
healthy food choices in our school cafeteria and having 
students participate in aerobic exercise before class 
each morning. 
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• Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from 
Nature-Deficit Disorder. 

 
- Each year we plan on sending our students to The 

Outdoor School at Rancho Alegre: A residential 4-day, 
3-night program for 5th and 6th grade students. 

- The mission of the Outdoor School is to facilitate the 
development of community and environmental 
stewardship through a direct, hands-on experience 
with nature. 

- The Outdoor School strives to teach participants the 
values of respect for nature, other people, and 
themselves. 

 
 
The Outdoor School’s curriculum embodies 50 years of 
tradition blended with the best of place-based experiential 
education. Their curriculum hikes include teambuilding 
games, explorations and inquiries, hands-on science learning, 
and engaging activities linked together with direct experiences 
in nature. The themes and content of the five Curriculum 
Hikes are closely aligned with the California State Standards 
for fifth and sixth grade. 
  
• THE GEOLOGY HIKE focuses on plate tectonics and the 
resulting geology of the Santa Ynez Valley, faults and all. 
Learners will explore and classify rocks and rock formations, 
search for fossils, and see firsthand the power and products of 
erosion.  
Useful Vocabulary: tectonic plates and continental drift; 
sedimentary, igneous, and metamorphic rocks; core, mantle, 
and crust; magma; weathering; erosion; faults; subduction; 
convergent, divergent and transform plate boundaries; fossil.  
 
• THE WILDLIFE BIOLOGY HIKE broadens learners’ 
understandings of animal adaptations and the 
interdependences that link all living things together using 
games and activities, observing and tracking wildlife, and 
exploring animal artifacts.  
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 5 

Useful Vocabulary: predator and prey; nocturnal, diurnal and 
crepuscular; carnivore,  
omnivore and herbivore; decomposers; scat; ecosystem and 
community; food pyramid.  
 
• THE PLANT ECOLOGY HIKE reinforces basic concepts like 
photosynthesis, ecosystems, and habitats while helping to 
connect learners to place by letting them explore our plant 
communities (and eat some of the edible inhabitants).  
Useful Vocabulary: mutualism, parasitism and symbiosis; 
photosynthesis; carbon dioxide and oxygen; native, medicinal 
and edible plants; interdependence  
 
• THE NIGHT HIKE is one of the highlights of The Outdoor 
School week and is a true sensory experience. Activities focus 
on astronomy, nocturnal animals and adaptations, as well as 
confidence building through the famous “Courage Walk”. 
Useful Vocabulary: light years; speed of light; universe; 
constellation; galaxy; meteors, meteorites and comets; solar 
and lunar eclipses  
 
• THE CHUMASH HIKE helps wrap up The Outdoor School 
experience by exploring Chumash culture, how these people 
survived in the valley, and the interactions people, both past 
and present, have with their environment.  
 
 
• All Students Successfully Taught Grade-Level Work 

Every Day. 
 

- Why is teaching on grade level so very, very important 
for students? 

- Grade level instruction provides equal opportunity for 
all students to learn. 

- Students cannot learn what they’re not taught. 
- Students perform no higher than the assignments 

given. 
- Students learn more when taught at a higher level 

than at a lower level. 
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- State tests assess grade-level content. 
- At PCS the goal of instruction is high student 

success on grade level content. 
 
• Piru Charter School will lower class size in the upper 

grades. 
 

- Smaller class size in the upper grades means more 
opportunities to individualize instruction. 

- Leads to consistently higher student achievement. 
- Helps narrow the achievement gap. 
- Less disruptive behavior. 
- Helps teachers meet the social/emotional needs of 

their students. 
- Helps maintain safe school climate. 
- Increases the chance for success in middle school, 

high school, and college. 
 
• Let’s go to college! 
 

- We want our students to be “at risk” of succeeding not 
“at risk” of failing. 

- Each child (K-6) will visit a local college, all on the 
same day! 

- The “idea” of going to college will be encouraged and 
developed in each classroom. 

- PCS will educate students and parents about the 
benefits of attending college. 

- We also plan on tracking our students as they 
graduate from PCS so we can provide support services 
to them as they continue on their march to attending 
college. 
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 7 

• Awakening the Inner Reader in Every Child. 
 

- PCS will immerse kids in reading. 
- Our students will develop a joy of reading and become 

life-long readers. 
- We believe children need to be engaged with books, 

intellectually and emotionally. 
- Independent reading time has value. 
- Everybody is a reader. 
- Students who do not read regularly become weaker 

readers with each subsequent year. Meanwhile, their 
peers who read more become stronger readers, 
creating an ever-widening achievement gap. 

- Piru Charter School will offer developing readers a 
heavy dose of independent reading, paired with explicit 
instruction in reading strategies. 

- Each classroom will include a library of high-interest 
books. 
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Piru Charter School Petitioners 
                                        

 
 
Richard Durborow has been a successful teacher,  
principal, and  superintendent of a one school  
district.  He has been involved in education all over  
the state of California.   He is also a successful  
businessman on the side, who understands finance 
and public relations.  An avid reader, learner, and 
runner, he has an intense interest in literacy for 
for all students, helping families commit to healthy 
living, and  to educating “the whole child.”  

 
 
 

 
Chris Pavik is of Slavic Heritage.  A UCLA  
honors graduate and history buff, he has taught a  
variety of grades at Piru Elementary for over  
twenty years.  Active in CTA leadership for over eight 
years, he is knowledgeable in both 
contract and labor law.   He is known for his 
extensive knowledge and as being a kind, cheerful,   
and respectful listener.  He is fully bilingual in Spanish. 
He has been researching charter schools for 10 years. 

 
 

 
Susan Jolley came to Piru as a Literacy Coach. A  
Nationally  Board  Certified  BCLAD  Reading  Specialist  with 
Elementary and Secondary Credentials,  she was a mentor 
five  times  and  has  certifications  for  working  with  Gifted 
and  ELD  students,  as  well  as  Master’s  Degrees  in 
Curriculum and Collaborative School Administration.     She 
has worked as a secondary math coach, and has 30+ years 
of K‐12 teaching experience. She loves grantwriting! 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plans to begin a Master’s 

  Maggie Lofton  began her teaching career in New York City 
where she was raised, after arriving as a  Cuban refugee  
when  she  was  a  toddler.  She  has  also  worked  as  an 
Emergency Medical Technician.  She has taught a variety of 
grades  at  Piru  School  for  over  25  years  and  has  recently 
earned  TESOL  Certification.    She  is  looking  forward  to 
holding  parent  education  classes  afterschool  for  Piru 
parents when  PCS  is  authorized.   Maggie  is  fully  bilingual 
and  holds  a  Bilingual  Certificate  of  Competency.    She 
enjoys “looping” with children and finds that having her  
students for two years accelerates their learning.  She  

 in School Administration. Degree
 
 
 

 

 

Shara Elliot has been at Piru over 12 years and comes 
with experience in medical and dental assisting.  She  
has taught all grades K‐4, and enjoys “looping” because  
it  gives  her  a  chance  to  catch  first  grade  students  with 
developmental delays up when they are with her in second 
grade,  as  well.      A mother  of  two  school  aged  boys,  she 
understands  that  boys  may  need  alternative  teaching 
strategies and teaching models to reach their potential. 
Shara specializes in carefully planning school social events. 

 

 
 
Jill Kelley has taught a variety of grades at Piru School  
for over 15 years.   She is currently teaching third grade. 
In high demand as a summer swimming and water safety 
teacher,  she  also  has  an  extensive  background  in 
afterschool tutoring and academic remediation, as well as 
afterschool  recreation  and  sports  programs.    A  gifted 
horsewoman and  roper,  Jill  has many  ties  to  the western 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side of the Piru and Fillmore communities. She is prepared to supervise a Piru Charter 
School after school program.

Aidé Recendez grew up in Rancho Sespe, attended Piru School, 
as did her husband, and her parents still live in this farmworkerʼs 
community. Named Migrant teacher of the year in 2009, Aidé is 
currently teaching third grade, following the birth of son Jared Gael 
in December. Fully bilingual with a Masterʼs Degree in Education, 
Aidé hopes to supervise Migrant Education at Piru Charter School 
next year. Like many young, talented, and enthusiastic teachers, 
Aidé received a district pink slip on March 15.

Lynda Catalano began teaching kindergarten this year after a 
number of years as Piru Elementary  Science and Art Specialist. 
She has a degree in Fine Arts and as a pre-med student, as well. 
Fully bilingual in spanish, she spends extensive time in Mexico with 
her family, when she is not working with the Episcopal church as a 
Catechesis Sunday school teacher and religious education 
program trainer. Both of Mrs. Catalanoʼs daughters are classroom 
teachers.

Delia Silva was also a migrant student and worked in the Mini 
Corps Program while she was in high school and college. She 
also worked part time for many years in law enforcement. Fully 
bilingual in Spanish, Delia takes great pride in working with 
Migrant students in the county Speech competition and 
accompanying her students to 5th grade camp. A third year teacher 
and new mother, Delia  was disappointed to receive a district pink 
slip this past March.
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Claudia Cornejo has taught 4th and 5th, and is currently 
teaching 6th grade at Piru. She spends her summers as a 
Script Production Assistant on the television program So You 
think You Can Dance. Claudia is considered the PCS 
technology mentor and has much fun with her Promethean 
Board that her class has nicknamed Wally. Fully  bilingual, she 
is almost finished with GATE Certification and is our current 
GATE Coordinator. She has also worked with Mrs. Silva on the 
5th grade Science camp, ASB, and the Ventura County Migrant 
Speech competition. The only one she will be dancing with this 
summer is her soon to be born son. She was also the recipient 
of a district pink slip on March 15.
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Subject: Piru Charter School Enrollment
Date: Friday, March 12, 2010 2:58 PM
From: Joe Lucente <jlucente@fentoncharter.net>
To: <jbriggs@cde.ca.gov>
Conversation: Piru Charter School Enrollment

Dear Ms. Klein-Briggs,

The Piru Charter School Development Team suggested I contact you and share
my observations regarding enrollment at conversion charter schools.   I
shared my thoughts on the subject this past week with Ms. Ruskofsky and the
Piru team at the California Charter Schools Conference.   Since this is the
first conversion charter school to come before the State Board, we thought
this might be helpful.

First, let me explain who I am.   I was the driving force behind the second
conversion charter school in the state - Fenton Avenue Charter School
approved by LAUSD in 1993.   Previously considered one of the worst
elementary schools in LAUSD, Fenton Avenue Charter School was named a
California Distinguished School in 1997 and has been honored by the White
House, U.S. Congress and the California Legislature.   I was the Executive
Director of the school until my retirement in 2005.   I was a past-
president
of the California Network of Educational Charters (CANEC) and one of the
founders of our current statewide organization, the California Charter
Schools Association (CCSA).  I might also add that, although I am no longer
on their board, I was a founding board member of ExED and have complete
confidence in their work product.

Piru school staff members first visited Fenton Avenue Charter School about
10 years ago.   When they saw the similarities in our student populations
and the "advantaged" educational environment we provided our traditionally
labeled "disadvantaged" students, the seed was planted.   They asked me and
current Fenton director, Irene Sumida, if we would mentor them through the
charter development process and help them create a similar atmosphere at
their planned school, which we have gladly done.   We plan to continue
mentoring them when they become a charter school.

When a traditional district school initiates the chartering process, all 
the
adult agendas of the district and employee organizations come into play 
and,
oftentimes, misinformation is spread throughout the community - some
intentional and some the result of a lack of knowledge of the charter 
school
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law and charter schools, in general.   As a result, some parents will say
they won't enroll their children in the charter school; but, once the
charter school becomes a reality and parents see the truth, the children
follow!   I have witnessed this time and time again at conversion charter
schools wherever they are.   When Fenton converted to charter status, our
enrollment was 990.  Last week the combined enrollment of our two schools
was 1456.   (Fenton divided into a K-1 primary center and a 2-5 school, but
currently the same students on the same site).   This has been the
experience of virtually every independent conversion charter school in Los
Angeles and San Diego that has delivered on the promises made in its 
charter
and has improved the school site and its programs.   As parents see that 
the
charter school has lower class size, better resources and a balanced
curriculum, they do everything they can to bring their children to the
charter school and keep them there.   It is not uncommon to hear about
low-income parents driving long distances to a conversion charter school
rather than enroll them in their neighborhood traditional district school.
When Fenton became a charter school, virtually all of our students came 
from
within our geographic boundaries.   Today, over 35% live outside those
boundaries.   Most of that 35% moved to another area and their parents
exercised new-found choice and kept them at our school.   Some enrolled
elsewhere, but quickly returned.   Both Fenton and Piru have predominately
low-income, minority and transient populations.

I firmly believe that Piru Charter School will meet their enrollment
projections.   Should they fall short, they will adjust their budget
accordingly - one of the many positives of a charter school: we can move on
a dime making thoughtful decisions in the best interests of our students.
Considering the current enrollment of Piru, 60 housing units opening in the
fall in their area and the interest in the school from those living outside
their geographic boundaries, their projections may actually be a bit
conservative.   Once these predominately low-income parents see that their
neighborhood school is going to be much better than before, they will send
their children and tell all their friends and neighbors that they have a
wonderful school in their own neighborhood.   I hope you find this
information helpful.   The dynamics of a conversion charter school are 
quite different from those of a start-up.   Feel free to contact me if I can be 
of assistance.   I plan to be present on April 6th and again on May 12th to
continue to support their effort to create a successful conversion charter
school.

Sincerely,

Joe Lucente 
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TO: ACCS/State Board of Education Members 

FR: Piru Charter School Petitioners 

 

March 20, 2010 

 

The Piru Charter School Petitioners feel that education reform is the civil 

rights issue of our time. A good education is inextricably linked to our 

rights as American citizens. We are disappointed that the Fillmore 

Unified School District and the Ventura County Board of Education have 

not supported our vision of quality school choice. Their denial of our 

petition is in clear opposition to the intent of the Charter Schools Act and 

the vision of educational reform recently outlined by the Governor of 

California and the President of United States. Quality education is a 

fundamental right and if given a chance charter schools can play an 

important part in erasing the “achievement gap” that exists in many “low 

performing” schools including Piru Elementary. 

 

It is fundamentally unfair that Americans’ educational opportunities are 

so heavily influenced by dysfunctional school districts like Fillmore 

Unified School District where each of their four elementary schools and 

their only middle school find themselves currently identified as a “low 

performing” school by the California Department of Education. 

 

We believe Piru Charter School will improve the lives of students now and 

for generations to come. 

 

We are asking the ACCS/State Board of Education Members to approve 

the Piru Charter School Petition. 

 

Richard Durborow, PCS Petitioner 
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March 2, 2010

California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

California State Board of Education

1430 N.N Street, Room 5111

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Honored Members:

None can argue against the importance of a quality education. Yet the Fillmore Unified School District,
in a letter sent to Piru parents in the fall of 2009, admits that its schools do not measure up. All FUSD
elementary schools and the only middle school are underperforming, and yet, according to the enclosed

letter, there will be no educational alternatives for Piru students. There are no high performing schools

in the district to which students may transfer and other neighboring school districts are supposedly not

prepared to accept Piru students. It is against this background that the Piru Charter School Petition

must be considered.

Actually, some parents do have options, but those parents are a privileged few and those who are
prepared to sacrifice heavily. For example, when our children reached high school age, we elected to
take them out of Fillmore Schools. After a thorough review of academic prospects, which included
numerous conversations of parents of district graduates, we sent one of our children to a highly reputed

private school in Ventura. Our other child accompanied me to the place where I teach, an academically
rigorous school in Santa Clarita. We will never regret those decisions. Both students succeeded both

academically and socially, and were able to excel in college. Our daughter is currently a second year

medical student at UC San Diego and our son has just been admitted to Veterinary School. We believe

they are the only Fillmore students to have earned such distinction in over thirty years.

Needless to say, we were fortunate. I just happened to work at another high school and because we are
a two income family, we had the financial means to send our daughter to private school. We were not
forced to do what some of my friends have done, and move out of Fillmore to a community with
acceptable schools. Interestingly, two of the leaders of the opposition to Piru Charter School, did just
that. How one could move out of Fiillmore to Simi Valley, for what was widely stated to be for the

educational benefit of their own children, and now work so assiduously to restrict the educational

options for others, has been one of the more puzzling aspects of this long approval process.

So where does that leave Piru families, the ones who received the FUSD letter denying the availability of

choice? As you probably know by now, these families do not always have the money to afford private

schools or to buy new homes elsewhere because their local school continues to underperform. Few are

teachers in other districts who will be able to move their students at limited expense. When considered

in this light, the Piru Charter School Proposal can be seen for what it truly is is...a way to advocate
educationally for disadvantaged families and their students.
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Challenged by isolation, second ianguage and socioeconomics, Piru students are currently listed as the
most disadvantaged youth in Ventura County. They represent the lowest end ofthe "achievement gap"
we continually hear about in the news and in the educational literature. Fillmore Unified currently has

the highest dropout and teen pregnancy rate in the county. They are the very students for whom

educational reforms have been developed. A denial of the Piru Charter School therefore sets a

dangerous precedent for how we deal with educational choice in Ventura County and in the rest of the

state. It would deny the all important quality education to those who cannot afford school alternatives.

As such, it would also be that abridgement, as Arne Duncan pointed out last week, of student civil rights.

We ask this board to live up to your reputation as a board which seeks to do the best for all students,

and to especially consider those that are underserved. Nine dedicated educators and their parent
supporters have given a year of their lives and their own funds to present you with this petition with no
other motive than to help their students better succeed in school and life. Please approve the Piru
Charter Petition.

Respectfu~ ~

Bob Jolley

her 25 YearsTeac ,
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Fillmore Unified School District
=

Curriculum, Instructi~n an~..Assessment
627 Sespe Avenue • Fllfmore, CA 93015

Phone (805) 524- 6036 • Fax (805) 524-6014

October 9, 2009

Dear Piru School Parents,

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that Piru School made adequate yearly progress (AYP) but continues to be identified as a
Program Improvement School (PI) under the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NClB) of 2001 and will not exit PI status until the school
makes AYP for two consecutive year. Piru School is remains a year 3 school. This annual review of academic progress for federally
funded Title I schools is determined by looking at the percentage of students scoring "proficient" or "advanced" levels on the California
Standards Tests for English-language arts and mathematics, the percentage of students participating in the testing and the California
accountability measurement of progress, the Academic Performance Index or API.

Of the areas that Piru is measured for Adequate Yearly Progress or AYP, Piru School met 17 of 17 areas of AYP criteria. Comparing
to other schools statewide with similar demographics, Piru School scores 45.1 % in Language Arts AYP (scores for the state range
from 26.8 - 53.9 %) and 47.9 % in Math AYP (similar schools scores from 41.9 - 68.5 %). This data information is taken from Ed-Data
and the California Department of Education's most recent available data for the 2007-2008 school year. The API (Academic
Perform:::nce Index) which the state of California uses to measure overall growth for the school for this year was 739 a gain of 52 points
which indicates tremendous work on the part of the staff.

When a Title I school continues to be designated as a Program Improvement School by the state, parents have the option to request
transfer to a non-PI school within the district. Because there are not any non-PI elementary schools in the Fillmore Unified School
District, there are no other schools within the district to which students may transfer. Parents may also have the option to request
transfer from a PI school to neighboring school districts that have agreed to accept such transfers. However, neighboring districts
within our County have informed us that they are not accepting such transfers from our district. Due to the lack of willingness by our
neighboring schools to accept Fillmore Unified School Distinct students, the Fillmore Unified School District Board of Trustees rlas
voted to not allow transfers out of the school district as not-practicable.

When a Title I school continues to be designated as a Program Improvement School by the state, parents also may have their children
participate supplemental educational services. By federal statute students that qualify for Free and/or Reduced Lunch also qualify for
supplemental services selected from a state approved list. Parents of students who qualify for this service will receive additional
information regarding this by mail.

Piru School will continue to work to improve student learning in core academic subjects. Parents with students in need of help can
contact their school for additional assistance in reading and mathematics.

Research shows that strong parental involvement leads to student success at school. Parents are highly encouraged to participate in
the school improvement effort by joining the School Site Council, ELAC or visiting the school and volunteering, and participating in
parent involvement activities.

If you have any questions or need additional information on how you can get involved in the school improvement effort, please call
and/or visit the school.

Sincerely,

cf{~ML(.;L-Pr
Katy Hadley "
Assistant Superintende
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 March 20, 2010 
 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
California State Board of Education Members 
1430 North N Street, Room 5111 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
 
  
Dear Members: 
 
My name is Rita Avila.  I have two daughters that attend Piru 
Elementary School.  One is a Second grader and the other one is a 
Kindergartener.  My oldest went to school there.  She is now twenty 
years old.  My husband and his whole family (four brothers, one sister, 
his father, his father’s brothers, numerous aunts, uncles and cousins) 
all attended Piru Elementary.   I love this community and that is why I 
chose to live here to raise a family.  It is an extended part of our 
family; everyone really does know everyone in town. 
 
I strongly believe that a charter school in Piru would be very beneficial.  
The opportunity to make this a great school is phenomenal.  I believe 
in the mission statement and what it stands for “Educating the Whole 
Child”.  That is just so powerful.  I strongly believe in smaller 
classroom sizes so the teachers can have a more one on one teaching 
experience with each student.  That is what is lacking in our schools 
today.  This is why our kids are suffering and not getting the education 
they need and deserve.  I believe in physical education first thing in 
the morning to get these kids energized and ready to learn.  I believe 
in exposing their minds to everything that is out there to learn (not 
just in textbooks, but science, agriculture, farming, music, art etc.)  
This is what makes our charter school so unique.  The petitioners 
believe in educating the whole child.    
 
Instead of cutting programs, sending pink slips out to our teachers in 
the Fillmore Unified School District, instead of reducing the school year 
by five days, or other ridiculous cuts the districts is proposing why 
don’t they eliminate some of those high paying salary positions so that 
there is enough money to keep our teachers, keep our programs and 
keep our school year the same.  If these administrators and 
superintendents really cared about the children and their schools; it 
would be so much easier to eliminate three to four high paying salary 

gacdb-csd-may10item04 
Attachment 9 
Page 21 of 316



employees, their secretaries and assistants (which would probably be 
about more than a handful) instead of an approximate 66 teachers 
that they are proposing to layoff in our school district.  Doesn’t that 
make more sense to layoff a few high paying salary employees than 
66 teachers? 
 
The district and some of its employees have been very deceiving in 
getting the community to believe that a charter school would be a bad 
idea in Piru.  People have been told that they will have to volunteer a 
certain amount of hours cleaning classrooms, restrooms and maintain 
the school grounds.  They will have to maintain a certain GPA.  The 
charter school is only for rich people.  They will have to pay tuition if 
the charter school runs out of money.  There will be no transportation.  
The charter school will not be entitled to the same grants (such as 
Migrant, School Lunch program, After School program, etc.) that public 
schools are entitled to.  There will be no Special Education.  These are 
all lies.  This charter school will be a public school just like it was 
before but the only difference is that we are taking control of our 
school and not be governed by the district.   
 
I have heard from some people that they really don’t know much 
about the charter school, they really don’t have an opinion about it.  
Some people don’t want change; leave it the way it is.  Some people 
want more information.  These are not good enough reasons to want 
to stop the charter school petition.  Many of the opposition letters are 
coming directly from the FUSD employees (classified and certificated) 
and their families.  I believe these letters should not be accounted for.  
These are people that are heavily influenced by their employer (FUSD) 
and they have no merit in opposing the charter petition.  We have 
tried reaching out the community by holding public meetings and 
asking people to come out to learn more about it.  We have put 
articles in the local newspaper.  We have gone to homes and left 
information flyers on their doors.  Some people are not interested in 
learning something new and the potential that this charter school has 
to making our school better and above the rest of the schools in our 
district and our county.  Some people are intimidated by the district.  
Their presence in the past few weeks has been overwhelming.  They 
have been out there knocking on people’s doors every single day 
bombarding them with this campaign of trying to stop this movement.  
People just simply give in or are scared or intimidated.  This is very 
sad.  The district does not want to lose control of our small school and 
they are trying their very hardest to sabotage this petition. 
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One of the other concerns of mine is the safety and hazardous free 
environment our school is lacking.  No parent in our community was 
aware of a lawsuit by the name of the Williams Act.  Sure there are 
signs in the classrooms and it is even noted in the Policies and 
Procedures handbook we get at the beginning of the school year.  But 
no parent was really educated about their rights.  Are parents really 
saying they are ok with our leaky, moldy roofs?  Are they okay with 
the gopher infestation in our playground?  Are they ok with the 
cafeteria serving as our band room?  Are they okay with no telephones 
in our classrooms for emergency purposes?  Are they okay with some 
air conditioning units not being up to code?  Are they are okay with the 
principal locking one classroom and using it as a storage room.   Even 
the janitorial employees can not get in there.  The principal, to my 
understanding, is the only one with the key.  What are they hiding 
from us?  I have a right to know as a taxpaying resident of this 
county. 
 
My experience with the principal this year has not been a pleasant 
one.  I learned from one of the board members from the Ventura 
County Board of Education how we can get the district’s attention by 
bringing up the Williams Act.  I did just that by passing out two (2) 
complaint forms and letting two individuals know that we can do 
something about the condition of our school by writing a formal 
complaint.  It had nothing to do with the charter school petition.  I was 
screamed at by a cafeteria worker that I got her in trouble with the 
Principal and that in the future I needed to clear with the Principal any 
forms that are distributed at the school.  I went to the Principal and I 
told her how I was approached by this individual during breakfast 
where the cafeteria was full of students and some parents.  My 
daughter witnessed how she approached me and it was very 
uncomfortable for me to have to explain to her the actions of a grown 
woman towards her mother.  The principal did not offer any kind of 
excuse for the cafeteria worker.  She simply stated that it is the 
school’s policy to get approval prior to any kind of distribution of 
papers.  I tried to explain to her that it had nothing to do with the 
charter petition it had to do with Williams Act.  I was not doing 
anything wrong.  She responded by telling me that she is not 
interested in any politics I stand for; that out of respect for her I 
needed to let her know in advance what I was passing out.  And that 
the next time she heard or saw me passing out anything she would be 
forced to call law enforcement on me.  I did not break the law.  I was 
just passing information on to parents (two parents) about our rights 
to better our school and how we can go about making it better.  I was 
actually harassed by the cafeteria worker and the principal.  Since then 
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I have filed a formal complaint against the cafeteria worker and the 
principal. 
 
We as parents have the right to know and learn as much as we can 
about the policies, laws, regulations and rights of our school district.  
People are just too afraid or simply put their faith in these individuals.  
They don’t bother with really wanting to know or educate themselves 
with the politics of our school.  Well, as a concerned parent, I have 
had enough and I am ready for a change.  It is about time that we put 
the best interest of the students first instead of the money hungry 
people who run our school district.  I approve the petition for charter 
school and I have been an active supporter of this petition for awhile 
now.  I believe in what it stands for and what these petitioners are 
fighting for.  Please recommend our petition to become a charter 
school. 
 
If you have any questions, I can be reach at my cell number (805) 
620-2814. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rita Avila 
PO Box 672 
Piru, CA  93040     
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March 19,2010

California State Board of Education
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
1430 North N Street, Room 15111
Sacramento, CA95814

I support turning Piru Elementary School into a charter school.
Piru is a rural farming town. Most families are low income, but
they have always taken pride in their school. When I came to
Fillmore fifteen years ago, many families in Fillmore bussed their
children to Piru Elementary School due to the small class sizes and
strong teachers. Over the years, Piru has become neglected by the
Fillmore School District. The facilities are in disrepair, while
Fillmore schools are getting new schools and new facilities. Moneys
that are earmarked for programs for low income children are not
finding their way to Piru as they should. The teaching staff is still
strong, and has initiated programs that have improved test scores
in Piru. The Fillmore School Board does not supporting these
programs, so they will be discontinues if Piru is not converted to a
charter school.

Mychildren attend Santa Clara School, "The Little Red School
House." Mychildren have educational needs best met in a non-
traditional school. These needs have been met at Santa Clara, a
three room school district with multi-grade classrooms. I am
interested in a charter school in Piru because I would like my
children to continue in a non-traditional setting in the seventh and
eighth grade. I hope if Piru becomes a charter, they will add a
seventh and eighth grade. Many other parents choose non-
traditional alternatives in the Fillmore area; such as home school,
private school, and other small districts in the farming areas.
Parents are looking for choice in education when the traditional
schools don't meet their children's needs. There are not enough
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available non-traditional school options in the Fillmore area to meet
the needs of all of the children.

The most important reason to support the charter school in Piru is
to give children who come from a disadvantaged rural farming town
the chance to succeed. If moneys that these children are entitled to
come directly to Piru, the Piru School will be able to offer smaller
class sizes, tutoring, and will be able to continue the programs
which have raised the test scores, but that the Fillmore School
District does not support. Secondarily, a charter school will allow
children who have learning needs not met in a traditional setting an
alternative. Please support the Piru school charter.

Thank you,

Christine Johnston
882 N. Oak,
Fillmore, CA
(805) 524-0499
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March 1, 2010 
 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
California State Board of Education Members 
1430 N. N Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 
Dear Honored Members: 
 
My name is Susan Jolley and I was hired as the Literacy Coach for Piru Elementary for the 2007‐2008 and 
2008‐2009 school years.   I am the most senior member of the teaching staff of Fillmore Unified School 
District. 
 
 Many have asked me why I would choose, at this time in my 35 year career, to enter the charter 
movement.  As I have continued to state, given the multi‐year school data I had compiled on every 
student, and had studied for months as the Piru Literacy Coach, I had very little choice but to 
recommend the advantages the charter organization could offer our students, and to stay this year to 
advocate for that organizational change.  
 
The greatest advantage the charter organization will provide for our students is to lower class size for 
our 4‐6 grade students.  What has happened in Piru is that as the work becomes more complex in the 
upper grades, and class size is increased by over 50% from third grade, our students begin to stagger 
under the increased vocabulary load, longer and more abstract procedures, and lack of ability of some 
parents to help them with the intricacies of predicate nominatives and algebra at home.  It is my certain 
belief that lowering class size in these grades will permit teachers to give students both the attention 
and practice they need in class in order to be able to keep up with their peers in other parts of the 
county. 
 
A second advantage of the charter organization is the flexibility to choose a curriculum that meets the 
exact needs of our students.   In the chart below, some of the differences between our program at Piru 
during the 2007‐2009 and that of the other elementaries  in Fillmore are noted.  Piru is a much smaller 
school than the Fillmore Elementaries, and the district policy did not always meet the needs of our class 
configurations.     
 
                       Fillmore Unified Plan                                                     Piru Elementary/Piru Charter Plan 

Large percentage of students pulled out of core 
instruction in Language Arts to intervention 
programs 
 

Almost every student receiving grade level core 
instruction every day in addition to intervention 
programs 

Students receiving ELD  or Intervention do not 
always receive Science or Social Science 
 

All students receive Science and Social Science 
Curriculum 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ELD is a second Language Arts Class  Systematic ELD taught within the content areas 
using GLAD Strategies and Strategic Instruction 
 

Peripheral classroom emphasis  on Social and Life 
Skills.  Focus of Schoolwide Discipline Plan is on 
lists of Rules and Punishments 
 

Schoolwide emphasis on Lesson I Self Control,  Self 
Pride, Diversity Training 
 

Many  intervention students not receiving PE 
instruction 
 

All students receive regular early morning aerobic 
exercise  

Emphasis on drill 
 

Project Based Learning Emphasized to increase 
Language and Higher level thinking and 
collaboration processes 
 

Within  School day  Intervention  
 

Within School day Intervention and After School 
Intervention 
 

College mentioned  
Traditional fieldtrips 
Some cultural enrichment 

All school college day visitation every year 
6th Grade Camp Week and Outdoor Reach at all 
levels 
All Grade Cultural enrichment thru Pepperdine 
 

 

I  have  been  asked  repeatedly,  if  the  school  was  on  an  upswing,  why  things  might  not  continue  to 

improve without the charter reorganization.  The problem has been that without the leadership focused 
on data driven instruction and the “whole child” vision that had become a part of our school culture, the 
school has reverted to district guidelines, and the flexibility has disappeared.  Currently, only half of the 

school  has  new math  textbooks,  creating  a  situation where many 4‐6  students  have  a  different math 
program three years  in a row.     Many of the supplementary materials that proved successful last year 

weren’t  ordered,  the  afterschool  interventions  weren’t  put  into  place  until  late  February,  and  our 
storage room of alternative materials and textbooks has been locked away from teachers.     For the last 
few weeks,  teachers  have  even  had  to  purchase  their  own  duplication  paper.    For  a  low  performing 

school which fought hard to meet both API and AYP Goals both years, and which met them last year, this 
has been frustrating. 

Finally,  besides  the  lower  class  sizes  and  the  local  program  flexibility  the  charter  organization  might 
bring us, my decision  to pursue charter authorization was based on a careful  examination of  the staff 

available at Piru School and the willingness of a small group of parent supporters known as Friends of 
Piru, who were always on campus to help.  Just some of the strengths of this staff are highlighted below.  
These are not only committed teachers, but skilled professionals, strong in a variety of critical schooling 

areas:    Administration,  Finance,  Law,  Public  Relations, Grantwriting,  Curriculum,  Gifted, Migrant,  ELD, 
Parent Education, Recreation, and more.      I believe Piru Elementary has  the most bilingual  teachers  in 
the district, despite being the far smallest school.  These are teaching professionals who did not hesitate 

to collaborate over data and were prepared to spend last summer focusing on essential standards.  The 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parent group, although small, showed a propensity for raising staggering sums of money and gave hours 
of  their  time  with  heart.    It  was  my  belief  we  had  the  necessary  skill  groups  to  pursue  charter 

reorganization. 

I look forward to addressing all of you in the near future to share our proposal and answer any 
questions.  Though some of our most vocal opponents would disagree, I have no political agenda.  My 
goals today are the same as those I had when I arrived at the school site three years ago.  I intend to give  

my best for the students of Piru.   

Respectfully, 

Susan K. Jolley 

Susan K Jolley 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Patricia Alonzo 
4013 Center Street 

Piru, CA  93040 
805‐746‐6151 

 

 
 
 

March 20, 2010 
 

California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 

California State Board of Education Members 
1430 N. N Street, Room 5111 
Sacramento, California  95814 

 
 
Dear Members: 

 
My name is Patti Alonzo I am a mother of two children both attending Piru Elementary School.   
For the past seven (7) years I have been involved with Friend of Piru School, and have been 

aware of the Petition for over a year now.  I strongly agree that it is in the best interest of the 
children that converting Piru School to a Charter School would be beneficial to our students.  

 
In the beginning I went around with teachers and parents in support of the petition house to 
house.  Parents were happy and excited of the new changes.  Some parents even hugged us and 

thanked us for all our dedication.  Parents felt that it was time for students of Piru School to 
shine. 
 

A few days later a district employee contacted the migrant families and invited them to a 
meeting that was held at an apartment complex in Piru.  Dr. Joe Mendoza and a district 
employee lead the meeting, explaining to parents that if this Charter petition was approved that 

migrant funds would no longer be available to them.  It was then when I heard parents state 
they lied to us.  Going out to visiting homes and talking to parents was hard after that, they felt 
we had betrayed them and told lies of what the Charter petition stood for.  

 
 
I am a parent wanting a choice for my children.  I want to give them a higher quality of 

education with smaller class sizes.   I am tired of the district always short changing our school 
and our students; we deserve to be treated equally. 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I plan to attend the hearing on April 6th, with anticipation of the approval of this Charter 
Petition.  Please feel free to contact me with any concerns or questions. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

 

Patti Alonzo 

Parent/ Community member 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Karen Fontes
790 Ojai Street
Fillmore, California 93015

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission onCharter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
January 12, 2010

Dear Members,

Myname is Karen Fontes and I have two children that attend
Piru Elementary School. I have volunteered every Monday,
'W'orking in t:he olassroom for the past three years.

I believe that it is very important for parents to have a voice
and choice in public education.

Myfamily and I support Piru Charter School. It ~il1 educate
the ~hole child, preparing them to be life long learners.

I have visited Fenton Charter School and ~as extremely
impressed ~th the education that they are providing elementary
aged children.

The Piru Charter School petitioners are highly qualified,
dedicated teachers ~ho have made it their goal to use State and
Federal monies to best benefit Piru students.

We are truly blessed to live in the United States of America,
the land of opportunity! I ask that you give my children and the
children of Piru and Fillmore the opportunity and choice to
attend Piru Charter School.

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions.
Thank you,

~OMXI~
Karen Fontes
(80S) 524-1357
(80S) 377-0189
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Dear Board Members, 
 
       My name is Jill Kelley and I am one of the petitioners that support Piru Charter 
School. I will begin by telling you that 11 years ago I went to a class at Vaughn Next 
Century Learning Center. I was amazed at what this school offered these children. It was 
wonderful. As a new teacher, I had been under exposed to all the different choices we had 
in education and what it entailed. After a weekend, I came back with a new appreciation 
for what a Charter School can be and what they have to offer each and every student. I 
thought to myself if these teachers can provide this much to their students then why can’t 
we do the same. 
     So my dreams began, to create a school where each child will get their needs met and 
the teachers and parents will have a choice in the matter. We will begin the process of 
writing grants that will insure that every child in Piru gets at least a year of pre-school if 
not more. As educators, we know a child that goes to pre-school is much more likely to 
go to college. Under Charter Organization, 4-6 grade classes will be reduced from 32 to 
24 students. I know from my experience that our students have much harder time learning 
when the class size increases and the fact that the teacher is the only help that a majority 
of these students receive.  Each classroom will have several computers.  This will be 
enough for small groups to meet there. As for the primary grades, it is our hope to have 
an aide in every classroom for small group reading instruction. This will benefit all 
students. 
       When visiting Fenton School, I had the pleasure of seeing what a supply closet 
should look like. It gives the teachers the freedom to create a curriculum that will benefit 
each and every child.  
       As for intervention groups, there is no better way than to have small group 
instruction on the standards that each child has not mastered. We will do this by creating 
a standard based test that gives us a clear-cut example of what each child does and does 
not know. Then, we can create the small groups to insure that every child masters the 
essential standards. This charter school was not designed to benefit teachers but to benefit 
the students of Piru. These are some of the dreams we hope to fulfill for each and every 
child. These children need our help. Please approve our petition so we can get started 
without delay. 
 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Jill Kelley  
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 March 20, 2010 
 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
California State Board of Education Members 
1430 North N Street, Room 5111 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
 
  
Dear Members: 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
I am writing to express my support for the Piru Charter petition. I am  
in support of the petition for the following reasons: 
   1) Smaller class size instead of the ever increasing class sizes  under 
FUSD. 
   2) On site control of the school budget instead of the FUSD, which  
consistently funnels funds away from Piru Elementry. 
   3) Safer learning environment. The current conditions under which  
our children are to educated are unsafe and sorely lacking. 
   4) More relevant curriculum which would relate to educating the  
entire child in regards to academics, health, and the environment. 
   5) The petitioning teachers are a truly talented and diverse group  of 
educators. They have the skill and passion to make Piru Charter  
School an outstanding learning environment as well as bring out our  
childrens fullest potential. 
   It is for these reasons that I strongly lend my support to the  Piru 
Charter School petition and am hopeful that you will too. 
 
   Sincerely, 
      J'nell Campos 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Maggie Lofton 
1st grade teacher 

Piru Elementary School 
Fillmore Unified School District 

March 19, 2010 

 

To:  California State Board of Education 

        Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 

RE:  Piru Charter School 

 

I, Maggie Lofton, as one of the 9 charter petitioners would like to 
express my desire for Piru Charter School. This is bigger than the 
District, bigger than the County, bigger than the 4 Piru anti‐charter 
teachers, and much bigger than the anxiety of change. This is about 
educating children! After 25 years teaching in this community I am sure 
this is worth it. This is about providing an opportunity for students in 
this small community. Yes, there have been some success stories from 
former Piru students. There are always those that succeed because of 
us and in spite of us. We would like the same opportunity for all 
students including those who may not be as fortunate in whatever way. 
We are confident the rewards of a good education will benefit 
everyone.  My impetus is in knowing that I did all I could to do to 
improve the future of my students. I would be remiss with my 
responsibilities in educating my students if I did not pursue what I 
believe to be the best educational opportunity for their success.  

 

Thank you, 

Maggie Lofton 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March 21, 2010

 

 

 

California State Board of Education Staff Members

California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

California State Board of Education Members

1430 North St., Room #5111

Sacramento, CA 95814

 

Dear Members:

 

This letter is for the support of Piru Elementary School converting to Piru Charter School. 

 

My name is Maria Villa.  I live right next door to Piru School.  My daughter attended Piru School from
Kindergarten to Second grade.  Currently I have two children who attend Santa Clara Elementary also
know as “The Little Red School House”. I had the opportunity to send my kids to the best school in
the county so I did. 

 

For over five years I volunteered at Piru school, in the classroom,  Friends of Piru School which is
similar to a PTA, School Site Council, and a reconfiguration committee.  I attended a Migrant meeting
at the District but my child wasn’t a Migrant student so I stopped attending.  I was even an
interpreter for a back to school night for my daughter’s classroom.

 

The reconfiguration committee met once a month at the District office.   One of the reasons why there
was a reconfiguration committee was because a new school was going to be opening in a couple of
years.  Bringing 6th grade back to the elementary schools was an option especially in Piru because the
Rancho Sespe students were intended to be sent to the new school.  Also many parents wanted the
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elementary schools to have the 6th grade back because the kids are too young and the Middle School
was becoming over crowded.  According to the Superintendant the possibilities were endless including
charter schools.

 

Piru Elementary School belongs to the Fillmore Unified School District, however, because it is not in the
“town” of  Fillmore it is often forgotten – “out of sight, out of mind”.  The school facility has been detoriating
throughout the years due to the lack of attention and interest from the District.  Piru School has
exceptional teachers who genuinely care about the students and the school.  It is for that reason that as a
community member I feel that a charter would be a great opportunity for this school to succeed.

 

Thank you for caring about our future leaders.

 

Respectfully,

 

 

 

Maria Villa
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157 Cook Drive 
Fillmore, California 93015 
March 17, 2010 
 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
California State Board of Education Members 
1430 N. N Street, Room 5111 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Dear Members: 
 
 I retired from teaching six years ago from Fillmore Unified School District after many years of 
service.  The last five years I worked closely with Susan Jolley, one of the Piru Charter School 
petitioners.  Mrs. Jolley is a master teacher and a genius with curriculum.  When she 
transferred to Piru School three years ago, it was a Decile One school.  With a team of talented 
educators, Mrs. Jolley designed a curriculum for Piru that resulted in students succeeding and 
API scores soaring.  The team that put together the Piru charter is the same group that 
developed alternative strategies that finally helped these students.  There is no question that 
Piru Charter School will be a success. 
 
The Fillmore Unified School District has waged an unrelenting negative campaign spearheaded 
by the top administrators to disparage the Piru Charter.  They have loosed their purse strings, 
and unbridled their morals in order to accomplish a defeat of the charter.  They have 
unabashedly done character assassinations of Mrs. Jolley in particular as well as anyone 
associated with the Piru Charter in general.  A desperate attempt has been made to retain 
financial resources that would be diverted to Piru if the charter were approved.  Fillmore 
Unified School District serves fewer than 4,000 students.  A few efficient administrators should 
be sufficient to administer a small district.  However, in addition to a superintendent, our 
district hires, at handsome salaries, three assistant superintendents, five directors, and five 
coordinators.  This overstaffing would have to cease if the charter were approved.  Teachers 
who are in favor of the charter dare not voice their approval.  They have seen the petitioners 
treated unethically even to the point of prodding parents to file complaints against good 
teachers.  Fillmore Unified seems unconcerned about whether their actions are illegal or 
immoral.  Recently, some of the administrators who publicly spoke against the charter have 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recently been rewarded with promotions.  Positions that should have been advertised and 
interviewed for were given to them.  Their lack of qualifications was seemingly not a 
consideration.  How much of the exchequer of the Fillmore Unified School District will continue 
to be spent in order to continue to fight this charter proposal?  
 
You will be given much evidence of Piru parents not wanting a Charter School.  I doubt you 
could find ten parents who claim to be opposed to the charter who would be able to explain 
what a charter school is and why they are against it.  I believe a mass, public brain washing has 
occurred in Piru.  The phenomenon has been both interesting and tragic.  These parents have 
become frightened about the possibility of Piru School becoming a charter school.  They 
distrust anyone who wants it.  They slander the petitioners.  Parents in favor of the charter 
report that some of their relatives and long time friends no longer speak to them.  Fillmore 
administrators could have prevented this. The new Piru Charter School will bring peace through 
its success. 
 
In considering your response to the Piru Charter Petition, please base your decision on the 
merits of the petition, not on the drama of the opponents.  The petitioners have endured a 
great deal to offer the children of Piru the gift of a superior education.  You do a blessed service 
in approving the Piru Charter. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mary  Ford 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M ichael & K imberly R ivers
P ost O ffice B ox 696

P iru, C alifornia  93040

805-727-1393   kimberly.rivers@gmail.com

March 20, 2010

California State Board of Education Staff Members

California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

California State Board of Education Members

1430 North N Street, Room 5111

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Piru Charter School

Dear Members, 

I am a resident, parent, homeowner and small business owner in Piru. I am writing to 

express my unwavering support for the petition to change our school into a charter 

school. I am hopeful that you will grant the petition. 

My husband and I are supporting this charter for several reasons, but mostly because of 

the options and access to opportunity that it will provide for the students and families of 

our small rural community. By geography our school is situated well east of the heart of 

the Fillmore School District, and I believe that it is simple case of “out of mind, out of 

sight”. No one has meant any harm, but our great little school has been left out in the 

dust. Teachers and parents recognized the opportunity to take matters into their own 

hands and are now before you, asking for your approval to continue to make our school 

the best it can be. 

As a parent of a very active little boy, I was wary of having to deal with “traditional” 

school district policies, and was even considering having my son go to a charter school 

that is 40 minutes from our home, so I was overjoyed to hear of the charter effort. As you 

know this will put control over everything into the hands of local teachers, and parents, 

removing control from the District employees who are several miles away, and who do 

know really “know” our little town. 

I don’t feel I need to address the great opportunities for educational improvement that a 

charter school would bring to our kids, because you all know that already. I am excited 

about the curriculum plan, and the teachers who are heading this up are full of enthusiasm 

and skill to get our kids excited and prepared to excel. 

Please approve the application for Piru Charter School. Thank you very much. 

Yours truly,

Kimberly (signed electronically)
Kimberly & Michael Rivers
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March 15, 2010

California State Board of Education Staff Members
1430 North N St. Room 5111
Sacramento, Ca 95814

Dear Members,

My name is Ashley Pillado. I have nieces and
nephews that live in Piru. I hope this charter
school goes through. The kids currently go to a
run down school with old books for math and
outdated computers. I have heard great things
about this charter school. I think they will be able
to greatly improve Piru's one and only school.
More of the money that the school receives will go
directly to help students learn. When I was young
we had aides in our classrooms. Having more
adults working with children can only increase
learning, and allow the teacher to frequently work
in small groups. Please make the right choice,
our kids deserve it.

I can be reached at 805 421-8981

Thank you for your careful decision making for
our children,
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March 21 - Damon's letter  

1 of 2 3/21/10 5:27 PM

Subject: March 21 - Damon's letter
From: "maria villa" <mariarvilla@att.net>
Date: Sun, 21 Mar 2010 17:07:33 -0700
To: <mariarvilla@att.net>, "'Chris Pavik'" <svensun@earthlink.net>

March 21, 2010
 
 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission of Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N. Street, Rm #5111
Sacramento, CA 95814
 
Dear Members:
 
My name is Damon Villa.  I have been a resident in Piru for the past 10 years and next door neighbor
to Piru Elementary School.  My children previously attended Piru School but due to ongoing concerns 
for the condition of the school and lack of commitment by FUSD, I have chosen to send my children
to another public school which operates very much like a charter school (Santa Clara Elementary 
School), as it is the only school in its district.  I have seen the success a school can achieve with the
right model and commitment and feel compelled to write this letter.
 
With both the Sate and National economy struggling, with no immediate improvement in sight, our
school system is severely challenged.  We need to find innovative ways to educate our children in a
complete and efficient manner that is exciting and challenging to them.  This can not be done as things
exist today.  Teachers are continuously asked to improve results even though their salary or days of
employment are cut back and basic school supplies are hard to come by.  In order for this to change,
funds need to be placed directly in the hands of those on the front line, where creativity can be
maximized and bureaucratic waste eliminated.  It is extremely critical that we have the resources to
limit class size and provide aids in classrooms when appropriate.  These needs are even more urgent
living in the shadows of the Fillmore Unified School District, where traditionally Piru School has been
an afterthought.
 
Contrary to what our current Fillmore School Board believes, the existing model is broken and not
acceptable in these challenging times.  A recent Sunday’s LA Times article read the “Special Report”
on the front page.  It stated that Charters are changing the face of education and overall they out
perform traditional public schools.  API scores in our district have improved modestly, but are still in
the low 700’s, mediocre is not acceptable, it is not getting the job done and our children deserve
better.  The message here is we want change and we want it now!  The majority of teachers of Piru
Elementary School agree and are willing to put their careers on the line to make this happen while
being accountable for their results.  We should embrace these leaders if change and support them.
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March 21 - Damon's letter  

2 of 2 3/21/10 5:27 PM

 
 
 
 
There was a time when Piru School was an independent school separate from the district, and from
what I have been told, it was a “special place”.  Piru “again” has an opportunity to become that
special place, a model for other schools to emulate, an example to follow.  Most “old timers” in the
community support the Charter Concept.  A Charter School would provide us with a choice as to
who we entrust our children’s education with.  By not approving this Charter, the school’s demise
will follow.  The district is already making drastic cuts and several teachers have received their pink
slips.  The majority of staff is for change and there is nothing to look forward to by staying the
course.   The entire district is under achieving and is in the process of making additional budget cuts,
and if tradition holds true, Piru will see more than its fair share.  Please provide our community the
opportunity to take our children’s education and future into our own hands. 
 
I urgently request that you be a part of the “solution” and join me in supporting Piru Charter School.
 
Thank-You,
 
 
 
Damon Villa
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Education Members 
1430 North N Street Room 5111 
Sacramento. CA 95814 
 
Brandon and Adrienne Theising 
1846 Los Angeles Ave 
Fillmore, CA 93015 
 
March 21, 2010 
 
Dear Members of California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools, 
 
We are writing you in regards to Piru Charter School.  
 
We currently have two children attending Piru Elementary, a kindergartner and a second 
grader. There have been many conversations in our home on the topic of public vs. 
private and home schooling education for our four children. We chose public schooling 
for many reasons but primarily for the diversity our children will experience. We are very 
involved parents. I volunteer 3 hrs per week in our children’s classrooms. Our entire 
families, including two sets of Grandparents along with extended family, attend all 
school functions in support of all the children. 
 
Piru is not our home school. We along with other family members make the trip from 
Bardsdale to Piru (12 miles one way) and back twice a day for the benefit of our 
children. We chose to send our children to Piru School because of its unique qualities. 
Small school, excellent teachers, School farm and a family atmosphere just to name a 
few. 
 
 This school year has been very disappointing for us. Unfortunately, Piru School is not 
currently meeting the educational needs of our children. Piru School is currently 
classified as being one of the lowest performing schools in the state.  The concept of 
educating the whole child, Lesson I and the Joplin program design would be a wonderful 
educational experience for our children. The students of Piru will have their lives 
enriched if this charter is authorized. If this charter fails to pass we will remove our 
children from the Fillmore Unified School District (FUSD) and attend a neighboring 
school of choice. As parents we feel we need a true educational choice for our children 
within our home district. 
 
We would like to have our children attend a school within the community in which we 
live. With the approval of Piru Charter this can be a reality.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Brandon Theising   Adrienne Theising  
Brandon@pwgcoinc.com  atheising1@gmail.com 
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Education Members 
1430 North N Street Room 5111 
Sacramento. CA 95814 
 
Caroline Winters 
4798 Park Lane #165 
Moorpark, CA 93021 
 
March 21, 2010 
 
Dear Members of California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools, 
 
I am writing you in regards to the Piru Charter School approval.  Having been an 
educator for many years, currently retired, I feel compelled to address this matter. 
 
I have 5 grandchildren that are and will be attending Piru Elementary School.  I have 
seen a decline of the educational system and have a great concern for future 
generations.  As a taxpayer in this county, I feel my contribution would be better spent 
on a Charter School Facility.  
 
 I would love to see each child receive solid academic success, that meets their 
educational needs.  Self-control, healthy lifestyles and collaborative working skills are all 
necessary in today’s society.  Green Technology and responsible living is the future.  
Charter Schools have the ability to provide the forum for this education to take place. 
 
I am surprised, a state like California, is depriving their children of the necessary 
educational tools for their future.   
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Caroline Winters 
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 March 21, 2010 
 
 
 
Andrea J.W. Muehr 
Villaggio I Triangoli 
Via E. Wolf Ferriar 285 
Ville 4 
00124 Rome, Italy 
 
Educational Members 
1430 North “N” Street 
Room 5111 
Sacramento, Ca. 95814 
 
 
 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools, 
 
I am pleased to have this opportunity to address you on the Piru Elementary 
School’s future transformation into a California Charter School.  My family and I 
have lived in Piru and are looking to return to this area in the near future. 
 
We have enjoyed the P.Y.P. program, in the International School in Bonn, Germany; 
with its many facets that allows students to learn in a structured yet flexible 
environment.  Charter Schools are similar to this type of educational venue.  My son 
has thrived and excelled in this environment and I am looking to match this 
experience. 
 
Without the Piru School becoming a Charter School, I would be forced to consider 
another area altogether for our living and the educational needs; Moorpark School 
District and the surrounding area. 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to address you on this matter.  For future questions 
or further information ,on myself and my family; please contact me at 
Animals4film@hotmail.com. 
 
Sincerely,  
Andrea J.W. Muehr, B.S.W. in Counseling 
Animal Trainer; Teamster Local 399 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---------- Forwarded Message ----------
From: Katharine Ponce 
To: patty alonzo
Subject: charter letter
Date: Sun, 21 Mar 2010 01:28:20 -0500

Dear Members:
 
My name is Katharine Ponce a long lived Piru resident that is in support of 
the Piru Charter School and cant help but wonder why not! We have more to 
gain with Piru being a Charter school.  Write now what is going on with our 
school systems and teachers? As I see and understand it local school 
districts handed out hundreds of pink slips loosing hundreds of teachers 
and staff, raised class sizes, slashed programs that includes performing 
arts education (music and math go together) not to mention cutting days off 
the calendar this school year!  A high majority of our K-12 students are 
having trouble with standard achievement and cannot read at there grade 
level and failing miserably. Elementary school is the heart where our 
children learn academic foundations and critical thinking. The skills and 
knowledge to develop the mind and morals from study of value learning. I 
wonder how does a teacher grasp these youngster's with large class sizes 
that it leaves me bewildered.
Piru Charter will have excellent teachers that meet the teaching credential 
requirement. There mission is to educate, inspire and challenge each child 
that will provide a safe and nurturing atmosphere. Children will grow up to 
value themselves and be capable of creating a vision for themselves and 
their future. This will lead them not to only have respect for themselves 
but for all others that makes a healthier life style. As a Piru Charter 
School other benefits would include having flexibility on hiring teachers 
and staff, allowing children from the outside to join the unique learning 
community school. Teachers, parents, students, community families, members 
and groups who have a voice and opinions in making certain decisions by 
working together to be successful.  Piru Charter has the opportunity to 
have one of the most beautiful and highest achieving schools in Ventura 
County. Piru Charter also plans to offer my community smaller class sizes 
for the children that will be life changing because it will make the 
students education a privilege and parents happier.  Piru Charter will 
offer so much to everyone that even a Teacher and a staff employee will 
have a job.
Support Piru School and care about our kids education and future,
 
Thank You,
Katharine Ponce 
(805) 217-0799 
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March 21,2A10

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter SchoJs
California State Board of Education Members
143A North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Members:

My name is Ana Becerra and I reside in Piru, California. I have more than 30 years ofexperience in education, as well as a doctorate degree in educational administration. Ihold both california teacher and administrator creolntials.

I am in support of the piru charter school for these reasons:

r Piru Charter School presents a rare opportunity for educational innovation.
' On a pedagogicalfront, Piru Charter School *itt O" direcily accountable to those

it serves. Charter schools do not have to work under layeis of hierarchical
authority. Rath.er, meaningfuldemocratic selfgovernance becomes an incubator
of good educational practice.

r lt will-+ be an ideal setting that gives the school staff more flexibility in organizing
its educational program and more power over educational decision-making.o smaller class sizes will mean more employment for the community.

I am excited by the opportunities it will bring to the children and families of piru. I urgeyou to approve the proposal to create the piru charter school.

I can be reached at becerraa@mac.com or (805) 399-5045 or po Box 7g0, piru, cA
93040.

Thank you for caring about our community and its children.

Sincerely,

,.
Lt..* Y'r,{. 

*itgr.-fy-*'a--**.-.r

Ana M. Becerra
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Subject:
Piru Charter School
From:
Kathy Reed 
Date:
Wed, 17 Mar 2010 16:57:39 -0700
To:
<pirucharterschool@earthlink.net>

March 17, 2010

  

California State Board of Education Staff Members

California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

California State Board of Education Members

1430 North N Street, Room 5111

Sacramento, California 95814

 

Dear Members:

 

My name is: Kathy Reed

  

I am in support of the Piru Charter School for this/these reason(s):

¬∑         Site-based decision-making including personnel and budget.

¬∑         Maintaining a small, personalized school

¬∑         Blending of traditions like our 50+ year-old dance festival with 
future green living

¬∑         Science Laboratory, Performing and Visual Arts, Aerobic 
Exercise, Outdoor Education, and Technology as integral parts of the 
enrichment curriculum

gacdb-csd-may10item04 
Attachment 9 
Page 62 of 316



¬∑         Support for students with special academic or social needs

¬∑         Friends of Piru - Involved parents and community members who 
share their expertise and resources

¬∑         Thematic units and standards-based learning

¬∑         Engaging and active learning experiences with an innovative and 
flexible approach to education

¬∑         Lesson One ‚Äì Social emotional, self-discipline program

¬∑         Special education students integrated into regular classroom

¬∑         Time and resources allocated for Staff Development and Team 
Planning

¬∑         Use of informational technology throughout the curriculum

¬∑         Students visiting local colleges

¬∑         Cross-age collaboration

¬∑         Peer mediation

¬∑         Ability-grouped core instruction

¬∑         Project-based learning

¬∑         Whole Child learning through the use of Community Volunteers, 
Peer Tutors, and Cross Age Interest Grouping

¬∑         Organic Farm/Healthy Lunches

¬∑         Reading Buddies

¬∑         Smaller class size

¬∑         Strategic EL instruction integrated into content area 
instruction through the use of ADEPT Test and GLAD Strategies

 

I can be reached at:
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¬∑         Phone: 805-581-4521

¬∑         Email: kdareed@roadrunner.com

  

Thank you so much for caring about our kids and their education. 

 

Kathy Reed
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Dear Board Members, 

 

My name is Rick Kauffroath. I am a small business owner in Ventura County. Aside from my business I 
also serve as president for the board of directors of a non‐profit organization. For the last several 

months I have been following the meetings and hearings as well as press articles for the petition to 
convert Piru Elementary School into a Charter School. I have no children that attend any elementary 
school so I feel my opinion is unbiased in nature. I hold a tremendous interest in my community and 

county and want what is best for it. All of my research on charter schools brings me one conclusion; they 
are a positive move for education. There has been opposition to this charter petition, and from all the 
information I can find, it is solely based on emotion and not fact. The petitioners have based their case 

on fact. As a board member, I know that when I vote on an issue I must clear my mind of emotions and 
think about what the best outcome is for the organization. Sometimes, people get their feelings hurt 
when the decision doesn’t go their way, but that is part of life. In the case of this charter petition, the 

people opposed are upset because they are afraid of change and they feel they were left out. Please, 
when reviewing this petition, don’t let people’s emotions persuade your vote. Do what is right for the 
people of this state; in this case the children of Piru School. Vote yes to approve this Charter conversion. 

Give these children the education opportunity they deserve.    

 

Thank you for your time 

Rick Kauffroath   

Ventura County Resident 

805‐428‐1207 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California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

(AS

Dear Members:

I am in support of the Piru Charter School for this/these reason(s):

g . & V Q»Trsv/>CMv\ ""A.
^ — )

\JJ ̂  S-\Y6MJ\ D«?l

\W* b-esf

Uj

Contact Information
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March 15, 2010 

California Commission on Charter Schools 

California State Board of Education 

 

Dear Commissioners and Board Members: 

 

This school needs to do something for the kids in Piru.  If they don’t get help, they aren’t going to 
have a good life.  FUSD has always put Piru last. 

The contention isn’t good for the town, but it isn’t the charter people’s fault.  I really think they 
have the kids at heart.   This is costing them their own money, while the district spends my tax 
dollars to fight them.  Then the district says it is broke. 

That one guy teacher just wants things his own way and he wants to be the boss, if you ask me.  If he 
comes to my house one more time with his little speech, and still another petition, I am going to 
turn the hose on him.   I don’t care if he has been teaching here 50 years, or 100.  The kids come 
first.  They have lives ahead. 

The kids come first, ok?  My tax dollars are paying for you all, too.  Just put what is best for the kids 
first and I won’t complain!   

Thanks for listening,   

Sonya Barraza 

Piru, California 
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Rochelle Guevara 
 560 Orchard Street 

Piru, CA  93040 
805-336-5665 

 
 
 
 
March 20, 2010 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
California State Board of Education Members 
1430 N. N Street, Room 5111 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 
 
Dear Members: 

 
 
My name is Rochelle Guevara; I am a former student of Piru Elementary School 
and a mother of two (2) children.  My daughter is a student at Piru Elementary 
School and my son too will attend Piru Charter School.   
 
I am a supporter of Piru Charter School.  I am disappointed in the actions of the 
anti charter parents and district employees.  It is sad that these people have lied 
and misinformed parents for their own benefit.  Piru Charter School is a great 
opportunity for our children and our community.   Piru Charter School stands for 
“Educating the whole child”.  We now will have the opportunity to do just that 
Educate the whole child, mind, body, heart and soul.  Give our children a higher 
education, with smaller class sizes.   
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rochelle Guevara 
Parent   
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Robert Guevara 
4013 Center Street 
Piru, CA  93040 

Mauve92@yahoo.com 
805-521-1067 

 
 
 
 
March 20, 2010 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
California State Board of Education Members 
1430 N. N Street, Room 5111 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 
 
Dear Members: 

 
 
My name is Robert Guevara; I am a former student of Piru Elementary School and a 
Fillmore High School graduate.  I have lived in the community for over 55 years and 
have seen this community grow.   
 
I am a supporter of Piru Charter School for many reasons; children need the opportunity 
of different types of learning so they can be successful in life.  Parents want to have a 
choice for their children’s education they don’t want their children attending 
underperforming school districts.  With school districts cutting the school year by five (5) 
days and teachers getting pink slips due to budget cuts only increase class sizes.  In a 
community that is growing means that their will be larger class sizes causing our children 
to fall further behind.  Charter Schools thrive on small class sizes giving the children the 
opportunity to achieve. 
 
If your have any question you may contact me at 805-521-1067. 
 
 
Thank you for caring about our children’s education. 
 
 
 
 
Robert Guevara 
Former Student   
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Julie Flores 
574 Finch Court 

Fillmore, CA  93015 
805-524-2212 

 
 
 
 
March 20, 2010 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
California State Board of Education Members 
1430 N. N Street, Room 5111 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 
 
Dear Members: 

 
 
My name is Julie Flores; I am a former student of Piru Elementary School and a 
Fillmore High School graduate.  My son also attended Piru Elementary School 
and too graduated from Fillmore High School.   
 
On many different occasions I have attended school functions to support 
nephews and nieces that attend the school.  I am in support of the Piru Charter 
School for the following reasons; our children deserve a better education, smaller 
class sizes giving them the opportunity to really learn.  We want a choice on 
education.  Funds would be sent to Piru Charter School and would stay at the 
Piru Charter School.  We want to take our school back and take control of what 
belongs to the community and not Fillmore Unified School District. 
 
If your have any question you may contact me at 805-524-2212. 
 
 
Thank you for putting our children’s education first. 
 
 
 
 
Julie Flores 
Former Student   
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Joe Flores 
574 Finch Court 

Fillmore, CA  93015 
805-524-2212 

 
 
 
 
March 20, 2010 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
California State Board of Education Members 
1430 N. N Street, Room 5111 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 
 
Dear Members: 

 
 
My name is Joe Flores; my son attended Piru Elementary School and is a 
graduated of Fillmore High School.   
 
On many different occasions I have attended school functions to support 
nephews and nieces that attend the school.  I am in support of the Piru Charter 
School for the following reasons; our children deserve a better education, smaller 
class sizes giving them the opportunity to really learn.  We want a choice on 
education.  Funds would be sent to Piru Charter School and would stay at the 
Piru Charter School.  Its time for the community to take control of what was once 
theirs and no longer have to ask permission of  Fillmore Unified School District. 
 
If your have any question you may contact me at 805-524-2212. 
 
 
Thank you for putting our children’s education first. 
 
 
 
 
Joe Flores 
Community Member   
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Reynaldo Guevara 
560 Orchard Street 

Piru, CA  93040 
805-336-5665 

 
 
 
 
March 20, 2010 
 
California State Board of Education Staff Members 
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
California State Board of Education Members 
1430 N. N Street, Room 5111 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 
 
Dear Members: 

 
 
My name is Reynaldo Guevara; I am a former student of Piru Elementary School 
and a father of two (2) children.  My daughter is a student at Piru Elementary 
School and my son will too soon attend Piru Charter School.   
 
I support Piru Charter School.  I want to give my child the opportunity to attend a 
higher performing school.  Currently her class size is twenty (20) students but I 
am aware of the increase when she reaches 4th grade.  She has had difficulties 
staying focused on her studies now, what is going to happen when her class size 
increases and there is more distraction in the class room.  I have seen other 
Charter Schools and have been impressed.  I hope that Piru too will become a 
Charter School. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Reynaldo Guevara 
Parent   
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California State Board of Education Staff Members

California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

California State Board of Education Members

1430 N Street, Room 5111

Sacramento, California 95814

March 4, 2010

Dear Board Members,

Our schools are failing. Piru School is in horrible condition. It's time for
a change! The district is not doing anything about the grades or the
condition of the school. The district has too many of its own problems

and we don't need to be a part of it. With the district budget problems

now is a great time to become a Charter School to help the kids of Piru

have a better chance. My two children are attending Piru School and
will do fine because we are very involved. The children whose parents
are uneducated and uninvolved need the most help and without
someone like us fighting for them they will be forgotten. Please give us

a chance for change! Piru needs to be a Charter School! Please call me

at (805) 432-8567 I would like to explain how bad the situation really is.

Thank you for your time,

ff Fontes

~
j4~

(80 }432-8567
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California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members: ,.,

My name is m Lawl..e -~ ~. 01cr fCv<>tT H((YUW~)
__ Ll:~g0 'Sf-viclk2r1AAd :tH.\,L!>oL..IAH'~_-

O~/ CR~q3~Oct=--~fo~ _

h for caring about kids and education.
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3/18/10

California State Board of Education Staff Members
1430 North N St. Room 5111
Sacramento, Ca 95814

Dear Members,

My name is Sharon Perry, my grandchildren live in the city ofPiru. I am looking forward
to hearing of the opening of a charter school. The traditional school is struggling. In fact
the whole district is struggLing. I want and expect better for my grandchildren. I like
many of the things I have heard about this charter school. The upper grade classes will
be smaller, there will be aides in the classroom, and overall the school will have less
administrators to make decisions. Decisions will be made in a timely manner.

I can be reached at 805 421-6058

Thank you for making the r

.
ight

r-.
decision

J
,

~)hal ff/I ICtuU t
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Dear Board of Education,

Piru School is in shambles and needs correction. The charter is this schools last chance at
achievement. Please approve this Piru Charter for the sake of these kids.

Your Time is Greatly Appreciated,

Lito Gacusan
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/

M(lrch 17, 2010 ,/..,

C(lliforni(l St(lte BO(lrd of Educ(ltion st(lff Members
1430 North N st. Room 5111
S(lcr(lmento, C(l 95814

De(lI" Members,

My n(lme is Sh(lynee Groom. I live in Ventur(l County.
It is about time that our county to have some options
in public education. charter schools are a good option.
Piru would be a great town to have a charter school in.
It is one of the lowest economic towns in Ventura
County. Charter schools should not iust be for the rich
students who have lawyers as parents. The maiority of
charter schools in out atea wete apptoved because of
parent pressure in the form of lawyets, financial support
of council membets, etc. It is time for a change, lets
give every child in Ventur(l County the opportunity to
come out of elementary, (lnd middle school at grade
level.

I can be reached at 805 651-0844

Thank you fot making the right decision,
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March 13 2010

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Members,

My Name is Lupe Hekelnkaemper. I am in support of the Piru Charter School for
these reasons:

Charter schools allow parents to have direct involvement in their child's
education.

When parents are personally involved, it also allows a high level of
accountability.

After attending the board meeting to decide whether this school should be
approved, I realized that the local A.B. has loss sight of how charter schools
benefit the children. How they themselves have hired an exemplary group of
educators (Ex principal, and teachers that have dedicated themselves to Piru
Charter School).

I can be reached at 9725 Rio Grande Street, Ventura, CA 03004, 805-659-2124.

Thank you so much for caring for the children education,
Lupe Hekelnkaemper

-:-.
/ ./ -:..//- /

,~ ~-~> ~ -,Y~

~~/~~ 7~
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22 Gypsy Lane
Camarillo. California
March 15. 2010

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 N. N Street. Room 5111
Sacramento. California 95814

Dear Members:

My name is Clay Jennings and I retired from the Engineering Department at the Naval Station. Pt. Mugu.

My nephew goes to Piru Elementary and I am concerned that he is not receiving the education that he might have access to in
another part of Ventura County. It is my belief that a Charter SchOOlwill give him an option of different schoolS. He deserves
to have more than one school choice. when that choice has so clearly failed him. Please do not delay in giving him the option
of positive school choice.

I will not be able to come to the hearing on April 6. Please contact me if you would like further information. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

Sincerely.

E. Clay Jennings
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GVll~fwvc~Cl stVlte f;OClrd of cdlAc,Clhovc stClff MeVIA-bers

GGlL~forvcLGIAdvLsorl:j GOVlA-VlA-LssLovcovc GhClvter schools

GGlLlforVClCl stClte f;olArv! of cv!lAwtLovc MeVIA-bers

~ 430 N. N street, RoOVIA- 5~~~

SClc,rGlVlA-evcto, GCllLforvcLGI 35g;~4

DeClr Hovcoree{ MeVIA-bers,:

MtJ vc~ece goes to "P~rIA cleVlA-evctClrl:j Scv100L Clvcd s,he de.seYVes tne best flAtlAre poss~bLe. GlArrev\.tLl:j, tnel:j

nClve fLred the prLvccLpClL wno WClS fLvcClLLtJ cht:1vcgLvcg thLvcgs ClrOIAVCI.;{.T11el:j vceed to brLvcg MI". D blilCfs,

Clvcd Lf cnlil !'ter scnooL wfLL do tnClt, flALL s,telil VIA-IilheCld I

T11e chClvtev schooLs ~vc VlA-l:jClVeGlGlre exc,eLLevct schooLs, w~th Lovcg wlilLt~vcg L~sts. "PLvIA fsLds vceed help.

"PLeGlsetGlfse Clstep ClheCle{ for YevctlAvCl GOlAvctl:j GIvce{ lArge PGS ClIAthor~zGltLovc toe{GI l:j I

Mrs,Jer~ GoLLclV~

HevLtt:1ge YClLLel:j Roses. co VIA-
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March 16, 2010

Dear Ca{ifornia 5tdvisory Commission on Charter
SchooCs,

I am writing to you to ret you know that I hoye you
authorize Tiru Charter Schooe
I suyyort Tiru Charter Schooffor three reasons:

:First of a{C,Piru Charter Schoof wiregive Parents
and students a choice in PubCiceducation.

Second{y, Piru Charter Schoof wire educate the whore
chi{cf.

:Fina{{y,Charter Schoofs are ayositive choice of
Ca{ifornia's educationa{ yrogram. It can not he
argued; Charter Schoofs succeed.

'Thank you for your time,
Andrea O'Rei{{y
958 Santa C{ara Street
:Fi{{more,CA

93015
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March 9, 2010

Dear State Board Members,

Our Family supports Piru Charter School. We value education and
feel that this is an awesome opportunity to offer a unique program
that will educate the whole child. Please join us in supporting Piru
Charter School.

Thank you for your consideration,

Steve and Melissa Diaz

(805) 929-1901
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2411 Glenside Lane
Camarillo, CA 93012

State Board of Education
1430 N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, CA 95814

March 17, 2010

Dear Members of the Board:

My name is Joan Rise. I live and work in Ventura County and am in support ofPiru
School being made into a Charter School.

I believe that charter schools are designed to be more responsive to students' needs,
which can aid in enhanced choices being made with education money. Funds can be used
to target specific Piru student needs.

Barriers currently exist to basic education ...teacher to student ratio, fractured curriculums,
etc. In sanctioning Piru Charter School, an education will be offered that improves pupil
learning, encourages the use of different and innovative teaching methods, and provides
parents and pupils with expanded choices in the types of educational opportunities that
are available. Piru Charter School will fundamentally generate a student that is
academically, socially and emotionally well rounded, therefore creating a practical
channel to a college future.

I can be reached at jhise@getenergee.com. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Joan Rise
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GREG GARRISON PRODUCTIONS, INC.

1655 HIDDEN VALLEY ROAD
THOUSAND OAKS. CALIFORNIA 91360
(805) 495-8197
FAX (805) 495-8388

To whom it may concern, March 18,2010

I have been a resident here in Ventura County for 39 years and I am in total support of the

Piru Charter School. I was asked to write this letter by two very good friends of mine that

teach in Piru. I have heard first hand for the need for this school. I personally have seen

students in other areas of the county that went to charter schools become so incredibly better

in everything they do in life no matter what it be. Piru Charter School is so important to its

area for these children. The smaller classes and the ability to be able to customize learning

programs and target funds where they are needed for the children are so important. The proper

education for children at this young age is so important to lay a foundation for success in life.

What I have heard is that NO CONVERSION SCHOOL HAS EVER FAILED.

Thank you for your time in reading my thoughts and

hope

pa
you will

r~
soon have

"
a Piru Charter School.

Pat Garrison

gacdb-csd-may10item04 
Attachment 9 
Page 95 of 316



3-12-10

To Advisory Commission and California Board of Education Members,

I encourage you to support the Piru Charter School Petition. It is in the best
interest of the children. It will have small class sizes and educate the whole child.
It is time that parents and community members have a choice in public education.

David Heflin

gacdb-csd-may10item04 
Attachment 9 
Page 96 of 316



From: Stacy Paone March 18, 2010

1695 Rambling Road

Simi Valley, CA 93065

To: CA State Board of Education Staff Members

CA Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

CA State Board of Education Members

1430 N. N Street Room 5111

Sacrament, CA 95814

Dear Members of the Board,

I wanted to write to you to let you know that I support the Piru Charter School. Knowing a

teacher from the district and hearing firsthand the concerns these children deserve more and I

feel they are being short changed. This is a sma" community that does not deserve to get
overlooked in the FUSD. Piru would thrive with a community charter school, class size could be
reduced, more emphasis could be placed on outdoor-agricultural-environmental programs and
tax & bond funding would be spent where needed not where the district deemed appropriate.

I wi" not be able to attend the hearing scheduled for April 6, 2010 but you can feel free to
contact me at 805-584-3714. I appreciate you considering my views and urge you to strongly
consider authorizing the Piru Charter School.

Stacy Paone Date
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Barbara Kelley
116 Starstone Court
Simi Valley, California 93065

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
State Board of Education Members
1430 N. N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members,

My name is Barbara Kelley and my family has owned land and paid taxes in Ventura
County for over 100 years.

I have Grandchildren that attend Piru Elementary. I am very active in their lives and have
enjoyed many of the events at Pim School. I think: Piru School is a good school but given
the opportunity to become a Charter School, Piru Elementary has the opportunity to
become a great school. Please give the children this positive step in their very, very
important education and the parents a chance to choose on their children's best behalf.

I believe that the teachers of the Charter Petition are genuine and have the children's best
interest at heart.

I think it would be a dream come true for Piru Charter School to have a pre-school and
K-6. This could happen if the Charter School Petition passes.

I urge you to get more information on Charter Schools or visit one.

My granddaughter said to me, "Grandma Piru School is a good school, I really like it."
My reply to her was I agree, but it could be much, much better if it becomes a Charter
School. My grandchildren like it at Piru Elementary so I want it to be the best it can be!

Please believe in Charter Schools it is a great opportlmity for better education.

Thank you,

'j~"::f(~
Barbara Kelley - d
(805) 527-8414
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Date :3-/7- / ()

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

gacdb-csd-may10item04 
Attachment 9 
Page 99 of 316



March 15,2010

To: California State Board of Education Staff Members and California Advisory
Commission on Charter Schools,

My name is Casey Giles and I graduated from Somis Academy Charter High School. I
can tell you first hand that Chat1er Schools work. Without the choice of the Chat-ter
School I would not have finished my education.

Please join me in supporting the Piru Charter SchooL It will give families a choice in
~dl-l~:4tiQn,

Thank you,

Casey Giles
Fillmore, CA
805-479-8840
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To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to you today to ask that you pass the Piru Charter. I have a special interest
in Piru Elementary because my aunt works there and my two little cousins attend it. I would
approve of nothing that would jeopardize Piru Elementary. However, this charter seems like
nothing but a good thing. I have done a lot of research on the subject of charters and the Piru
Charter for a paper I wrote for school. After finishing my paper, I have decided on strong
support for the idea. Piru is in shambles. Ithas structural deficiencies that have been ignored
and suffers from academic barriers. I have been told that money is wasted on new book deals
when the old were just fine and there are holes in the roof that leak every time it rains. The kids
there are being forgotten by their district and they need to be remembered. Who better to be put
in charge of Piru Elementary than the teachers and parents who live and work there?

Thank You for Listening,

/fM, I/fr5
Nick Kauffroath

(805) 503-9693
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State Board of Education
1430 N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, CA 95814

Date

Dear Members of the Board: (*or name one and send to all)

I wanted to write to you to let you know that I support Piru Charter SchooL·

Mynameis~M S~.~~~----

I want a choice for Piru students
Iwant Piru to have a community school
My child will do better with smaller classes
I have seen a charter school and I know what they offer
J believe Piru Charter School will be a great school

I can be reached at <305' 5"11- S9'9J
Please call me if you have any questions @~foI\&-\:\.

Thank you for your consideration.

ftJ3:
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Date 5· /f3 .{()

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

My name is (N1!!lA, g~~~'-\.L--~'--'==.'----- _

(jWV1 l~ \.wtYiC<fP!'Z) \,0 i-Gb th~ =~:h:2lliC:b ('NI My
1:b1M ()1J vf \tr610 1Jiii ( w1ff6\s 1M ~.h0Y\ CA AJ\ c.i\ '

~, cl,LbCA\"2LmQ' 1?J5\1~' '1 Vwcd ~ fil ~Lvvl;

odib~c\ :v \nA £~\ CtA}\(2 0( R w().c .YV5\ '0~1f1' 0( ~

(~'c-Z to ~o\. ~ ()~ a ~d6 ~ ~~J'nA ~\.:.\\ \~Db-
~~'-\- 0\-tf'\- "'tYV-- ~\\~Z '2.C-~D\6 \..AA.. ~J.

I can be reac~ed at -----------------------------------

ut kids and education.
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California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

I am in support of the Piru Charter School for this/these reason(s)
.r- ~ - /'.t: c/ If ,!---- qz~ ~~ . .4 h~ /?(?/£

/ir/ld£ ~ kif?/"2 E Jdr?(t'T3;t:{:=-C:f&~ fl4U ~~T/fbo.J:5
i· - t&-~ <.-- ~~ .«"/2.£ L;t-y.w=t- ;f:h/. _J1--ye.-AY ') Z/U k:?) J//? ~ --- J

I can be reached at (i;tPff')£2?--- -2)7 )I ~ /- .-' .?

)J'/4: &- ~~J}k) ;Z;:.r/ /1H!9' eft! Q3&h.s-

Thank you so much for caring about kids and education.

~~~
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California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

My name is 45{£1 eX/VI etu~'{ge

I am in support of the Piru Charter School for this/these reason(s)

Thank you sofiuch for caring about kids
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Date --1\--- _

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

Myname is Kwill 17~o s ,"1 ilJiiYiL ttl fillmw,,,r&",i I-I r{~~fat1-- Cl,,,,
(/to G\ ]{i01iCIilL AS/·\~11+.

Iam in support of the Pim Charter School for this/these reason(s)

We" ~ 11~i0SC\lCO\ /Y\ ~inA ~y rMU'lv re.aSO'YlSybn1-lY1(,,111i Ott- 0' v\\ur\lt1Y1IS ~-ttjj

- etlf CU'\ot OLtv- e~l.(ca-hDn A oW' CMI !drvrts edLica-hOYl aye instare
\

blA-c -to \t1()-\- hw" Y1,\C!Ylj ~c; I itle.s ~at (tvt-- Y1ffde-J. C~oX+ef 3c'i'lOO\~ ave also 30vd
~ (e,v(';tt+- 0\ \ bt- Dt {efW\ reqYµ'l 5 lwt 'h~fe- f11~Vlj ot 1\1{fe .m,\t 10 te:aul1etrG not hav'J"

lC(l~D .~ aff- hc~vi, Move 9 more. flO\,{, ,Me..- \,\e,. p eClC I 10 IVi' W'\flJ{\ Yluctl
____ u\~ OlAts" I,

I can be reached at \M1J 3°! D'11~ \
------------------------------------------

Th8nk you so much for caring about kids and education.

b~ dJoriPfY
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Date '-0117// D

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

My name is Cwtbbt/ G. ~

I am in support of the Piru Charter School for this/these reason(s)

I can be reachedm __

Thank you so much for caring about kids and education.4~Ls2 /~....:.::"z
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March 7, 2010

To Whom It May Concern,

We support Piru Charter School. Our nieces
attend Piru School and it is time for a
change.We believe in Charter Schools.
They allow monies to be spent on the
children's academic needs. Currently FUSD
is underperforming and plans on increasing
class size. The Piru Charter is a perfect
opportunity for the children to have a better
chance for success. Please approve Piru
Charter School.

Thank you,

Richard and Kay Moore
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Date 3 '-/Cl-/0

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

My name is L/l-/Z£. y' -;;;;~ ~t..

I am in support of the Piru Charter School for this/these reason(s)

Clf/V::>/<CN !3C771::71!... 7/#f;,</ 7/i£" P/95~r ~ S(1"/lmL---

tA./ooLt~ t/J'8 /flCi)~ i3t1I::x;e-r EOI<!.. ~tJ BOOkS-- /lA@

Ct.I41~tI'7b;es /IS ue1?? itS v/<JS:lf-/
n

. Tl7i!f-lt:7<S:.

Thank you so much for caring about kids and education.~=:;;r--
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Fecha ,:1'1~2 ~-/ 0

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Estimados Miembros:
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!

;? c: / /,'\Date ~-> i I' i i c· '
r

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

Mynameis 1(alene ToV(2t~
, , I

I am in support ofthe Piru Charter School for this/these r.e.{lson(s)
~O ~ til +-f-!i),r:-" ,,\'TIA(;/P j1f ..S /?f--.. [) / /~ 1/

of I -. ---~_----------~,....._ .. -------.- _;

.·9F~tTtJf /i/A [1 C/p / -/ f7e
'0)~;aI~0/ ~~ .5 :/)]ev' -~} rrd

I can be reached at /(01p[) XJ0 ~-:3 i/7 '(
'-- . /

Thank you so much for caring about kids and education.

-Y?i~ee)/c?:: & ;;dJ}''tl X
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Date _

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

My name i~O Sa. -- A~ V---L-I·--.I.~"---- _

I am in support of the Pim Charter School for this/these reason(s)

I can be reached at Yi..2 S ~~ \LP - Cif) ]}

Thank you so much for caring about kids and education.

~QStAc Q~~~l'~ _
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California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

Mynameis 1).\~l~ V: llGtZ>tL--I'\..~

I am in support of the Piru Charter School for this/these reason(s)

, 7

I can be reached at j5t1) ., d-'10 --dLf I ()

Thank you so much for caring about kids and education.1\(\U)~........
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California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

My name is ti~ a£G~ .

I am in support of the Pim Charter School for this/these reason(s)

I can be reached at goS-- ~ zS:- 3~-S-V

h for caring about kids and education.
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Date~J

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

My name is C-MJrh& Q) N\Jfu

I am in support of the Piru Charter School for this/these reason(s)

Icanbereachedm ~~~-=_ ~~~ __ ~~ __

Thank. Y?J?:UCh [0; caring about kidS.and education.r: ~ , ~:g_,l?{~-VG ~_
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MAR 1 72010

Date -------

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 North N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Members:

My name is '1NloJ\J ¥kl8~~-V\)~vr6Lf---+-' _

I am in support of the Piru Charter School for this/these reason(s)

Ican be reached at ©S '-f-Zr- 35Z-C]

!'lnJc..-vAU so much for caring about kids and education.
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California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

March 10,2010

Dear Board Members,

I wanted to write to you and let you know that I hope you authorize Piru Charter School.
The reason I support Piru Charter School is because I care about the education of all children.
Piru Charter School will educate the whole child. Please join me in supporting Piru Charter School.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Board of Education
1430 N Street, Room 511]
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Pim Charter Petition

Dear Board Members:

I am a long time resident of Ventura County and as such I have seen rises and falls in the
end product of our education system. During the time my children were being educated,
it was apparent to me that the only way to guarantee them an advanced education was to
pay their way through private schools. But now there are alternatives that were not
available to my family, specifically Charter Schools.

I am sure you have heard every argument pro and against the creation of these Charter
Schools. But the single point I would try to make this Board take extra note of is the fact
that with Charter Schools, "parents get involved". I am not an educator, nor an expert
on how best to educate, but logic dictates that the more parents get involved, the higher
the success rate of the students. Is this not correct?

With regard to the proposal for the Pim Charter School, you already have extremely
motivated parents and teachers. I know several of the teachers and students personally
and without exception all are looking forward to becoming a Chmier School. The
advantages of being able to set the curriculum and to target the spending of the funds in
the areas needed most by the local students make this a very worthwhile project and it is
deserving of your support.

I thank you for your consideration on this matter that affects so many young lives.

2~~~
Jim Hise
2411 Glenside Lane
Camarillo, Ca. 93012
805 491-3397
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William J. Chrisman
1162 Stonewall Cir.

Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-750-1170

March 16,2010

California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 N. N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Members;

I am friend to a local rancher who has interest in the continuation ofPiru's elementary
school. His discussions of the matter are of such passion that I feel compelled to add to
his voice. I thus thank you for the opportunity of this letter of support.

Piru is a small and distinct community. It is distinct from Filmore and working to build
its way into the economic and social mainstream. They face closure of their otherwise
successful elementary school; a bedrock in the shaping of their community. As District
policy deems the school unviable, establishment of a charter school is not only indicated
but promises a richer return on investment than the bureaucratic displacement of their
children to a neighboring, and perhaps somewhat disinterested, community. I would
therefore urge your favorable consideration of their petition to charter.

While I will make every attempt to attend the April 6 hearing, please feel free to call
upon me for any assistance I may otherwise be able to provide.

Sincerely Yours;
L"\.r~D--_--~fo:=~,p'tr~

W.1. Chrisman
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California State Board of Education Staff Members
California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools
California State Board of Education Members
1430 N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, California 95814

March 10, 2010

Dear Board Members,

I wanted to write to you and let you know that I hope you authorize Piru Charter School.
The reason I support Piru Charter School is because I care about the education of all children.
Piru Charter School will educate the whole child. Please join me in supporting Piru Charter School.

I can be reached at ~ - '3Z ()·(!~Zf-

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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California State Board of Education Staff Members

California Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

California State Board of Education Members

1430 N Street, Room 5111

Sacramento, California 95814

March 17, 2010

Dear Board Members,

We would like to let you know that we hope you pass the Piru Charter School. Our two grandchildren
attend Piru School and we believe that it is in their best interest to become charter. We realize that
change is hard for some people, but we need to put the children first.

Thank you,

Gerald and Joanne Fontes
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March 20, 2010

To State Board of Education Members and Advisory Commission,

We support Piru Charter School. Our public education is in a state of crisis. Budget cuts to
education are affecting the lives of our children. We oppose FUSD proposal to increase class
size. Please help the children by allowing Piru to become Piru Charter School.

Thank you for listening,

Val and Mikie Ericson

Santa Paula, California

(805) 501-8813
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March 9, 2010

To California Board of Education,

We support Piru Charter School. Education is very important to
our family. We believe that state and federal monies will reach
the children inside the classroom. Piru Charter School will be a
positive impact on the lives of many children.

With Support,

John and Tiffany Donovan
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3-15-10

To California Board of Education Members and Advisory Commission,

My name is Alta Kelley and my two great grandchildren attend Piru
Elementary School. It is disgraceful that their classrooms leak and the
play yard is unsafe. Where are my tax dollars being spent? I urge you to
support the Piru Charter School. It will allow my grandchildren to have
a better education and prepare them for college.

Sincerely,

riUlV {(diet;
Alta Kelley ;/~
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Kristine Fontes

1742 Pasadena Ave

Fillmore, California 93015

March 20, 2010

To California State Board Of Education Staff Members and Advisory

Commission on Charter Schools,

My name is Kristine Fontes and I support Piru Charter. My two nieces

attend Piru School. The children in Piru and Fillmore deserve a higher

performing school. Every school in Fillmore is failing. It is the responsibility

of Americans to ensure that our children are productive citizens. Piru Charter
will educate the whole child. I believe Piru Charter will be a great school.

Thank you for your time,

Kristine Fontes
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State Board of Education

1430 N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Members of the Board,

I wanted to write to you to let you know that I support Piru Charter School. My name is Trisha

Buchanan. I feel that the Fillmore Unified School District has failed and needs an answer. I have seen the
positive effects of Charter Schools. My boyfriend graduated from Somis Charter High School in 2004. He
attended Somis Charter for the last two years of high school and in just two short years he excelled in
academics. This was a life changing experience for him. Piru Charter School will offer parents a choice in
public education. I support Piru Charter School because it will ensure a better future for all children.

Thank You,

Trisha Buchanan

(951) 294-1689
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State Board of Education
1430 N Street, Room 5111

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Board of Education Members and Advisory Commission,

My name is Mike Fontes and my two nieces attend Piru School. I would like to express my
support of turning Piru School into a charter school. It seems only right that parents and students
should have a choice in education. Fillmore Unified schools are underperforming in every aspect and it's
time for a change. Please support Piru Charter School. Please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions or concerns.

Thank you,
Mike Fontes

1742 Pasadena Avenue
Fillmore, California 93015

(805) 432-5136
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From: Matthew Paone March 18,2010

1695 Rambling Road

Simi Valley, CA 93065

To: CA State Board of Education Staff Members

CA Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

CA State Board of Education Members

1430 N. N Street Room 5111

Sacrament, CA 95814

Dear Members of the Board,

I wanted to write to you to let you know that I support the Piru Charter School. Knowing a
teacher from the district and hearing firsthand the concerns these children deserve more and I

feel they are being short changed. This is a small community that does not deserve to get
overlooked in the FUSD. Piru would thrive with a community charter school, class size could be
reduced, more emphasis could be placed on outdoor-agricultural-environmental programs and
tax & bond funding would be spent where needed not where the district deemed appropriate.

I will not be able to attend the hearing scheduled for April 6, 2010 but you can feel free to

contact me at 805-584-3714. I appreciate you considering my views and urge you to strongly

consider authorizing the Piru Charter School.

Matthew Paone
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From: Daran Paone March 18, 2010

1695 Rambling Road

Simi Valley, CA 93065

To: CA State Board of Education Staff Members

CA Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

CA State Board of Education Members

1430 N. N Street Room 5111

Sacrament, CA 95814

Dear Members of the Board,

, wanted to write to you to let you know that' support the Piru Charter School. Knowing a
teacher from the district and hearing firsthand the concerns these children deserve more and'

feel they are being short changed. This is a small community that does not deserve to get

overlooked in the FUSD. Piru would thrive with a community charter school, class size could be
reduced, more emphasis could be placed on outdoor-agricultural-environmental programs and
tax & bond funding would be spent where needed not where the district deemed appropriate.

, will not be able to attend the hearing scheduled for April 6, 2010 but you can feel free to
contact me at 805-584-3714. 'appreciate you considering my views and urge you to strongly
consider authorizing the Piru Charter School.

3-\ez, --1D
Daran Paone Date
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From: Donald Paone March 18, 2010

1695 Rambling Road

Simi Valley, CA 93065

To: CA State Board of Education Staff Members

CA Advisory Commission on Charter Schools

CA State Board of Education Members

1430 N. N Street Room 5111

Sacrament, CA 95814

Dear Members of the Board,

I wanted to write to you to let you know that I support the Piru Charter School. Knowing a
teacher from the district and hearing firsthand the concerns these children deserve more and I
feel they are being short changed. This is a small community that does not deserve to get
overlooked in the FUSD. Piru would thrive with a community charter school, class size could be
reduced, more emphasis could be placed on outdoor-agricultural-environmental programs and

tax & bond funding would be spent where needed not where the district deemed appropriate.

I will not be able to attend the hearing scheduled for April 6, 2010 but you can feel free to
contact me at 805-584-3714. I appreciate you considering my views and urge you to strongly
consider authorizing the Piru Charter School.

Donald Paone Date
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560 Fairfield Rd.
Simi Valley, CA 93065

State Board of Education
1430 N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, CA 95814

March 17,2010

Dear Members of the Board:

I am writing you in support of Piru Charter School. I am currently a resident of Ventura
County and believe our children deserve a quality education. By design, the Piru Charter
School will produce academically and socially well-rounded students with a viable
collegiate future. Currently our schools maintain classes with too many students, not
enough teachers, and other obstacles to a fundamental education. By authorizing Piru
Charter School, it is my hope that children will be offered an education that emphasizes
individualized achievement and higher academic performance.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at kim@getenergee.com.
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter .

. v"'.Y ,---:t-:-~---.::::-~
.. "":--=-~

Kimberly Roumain
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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of the Piru Charter School. I believe that a charter school would be ideal

for a place like Piru. These kids need special attention that a school district can't give them. If the

school was allowed to make its own decisions about its money and way of teaching, then there would

be a huge increase in test scores and the children would be allowed to prosper. Piru is ignored in a way
because of its isolation from the rest of the district. Decisions don't seem to always be made with Piru
Elementary in mind. That seems like the idea behind a charter. Please allow the passing of Piru Charter
for the sake of these kids' futures.

Thank you for your time,

Gene Agdeppa

(805) 582-0190
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To Whom It May Concern,

I support Piru Charter School for three reasons. First, it will offer unique programs. Second, it
will lower class sizes. Third, it will increase learning opportunities for all students. I can see no objection

to be made against this conversion. Every point that the Piru Charter petition explains seems not only

good for this school in dire need of change, but also any school. To argue against what this charter

stands for seems impossible. Please approve Piru Charter School.

Thank you,

Helen Johnson

(805) 527-3015
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March 2, 2010

Dear Members of the Board and Advisory Commission,

My name is Easter Runkle and I am writing to let you know that I support Piru Charter School. I have

two grandchildren that currently attend Piru School. I want my grandchildren to have a quality

education and I believe that Piru Charter School will be successful. Currently the Fillmore Unified School

District plans on increasing class size to 30-32 students. That is not acceptable! With one granddaughter

in kindergarten and the other in second grade I want small class sizes. Piru Charter will have small class

sizes. I also believe that it is time that we hold the Fillmore Unified School District accountable for their
underperforming schools. Let's make this incredible opportunity happen. Approve Piru Charter School!
Feel free to call me with any questions at (805) 526-1035.

I appreciate your consideration,

Easter Runkle
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250 E. First Street, Suite 1000 . Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 244-1446 . Fax: (213) 244·1448

November 18,2009

Stanley Mantooth
County Superintendent of Schools
Ventura County Board of Education
5189 Verdugo Way
Camarillo, CA 93012

Piru Charter Appeal
Additional Correspondence

Page 212

RE: Piru Charter School

Dear Superintendent Mantooth and Ventura County Board of Education:

My name is Yvette King-Berg and I am the Vice President of Statewide Advocacy-Southern
California for the California Charter Schools Association. I represent the California Charter
Schools Association in strongly recommending the petition of Piru Charter School as a
Ventura County Board of Education authorized charter school.

The California Charter Schools Association is the membership and professional organization
serving public charter schools in the State of California. Our mission is to increase student
achievement by strengthening and expanding public charter schools throughout the state.
We strongly believe that Piru Charter School will do just that for students in the Fillmore
Unified School District.

The Association has been working with Piru Charter School over the last year, and believes
them to be an exemplary petitioning group. The Association reviewed Piru Charter School's
petition before its Fillmore Unified School District and Ventura County submission. We
believe that the petition meets the legal, education, and fiscal requirements for district and
county passage. We are confident that the school will offer a high-quality choice to families in
the underserved communities within the Fillmore Unified School District and surrounding
areas.

Therefore, it is without reservation that the Association urges the Ventura County Board of
Education to authorize the petition,of Piru Charter School.

~ 4#r/5cy
-, Yvette King-Berg

Vice President
Statewide Advocacy-Southern California
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Ventura County Board of Education
5189 Verdugo 'Way
Camarillo, California 93012

IJAN 14 2010

January 10, 2010

Dear Dr. Ramon Flores,

I support Piru Charter School. I believe that parents in an
underperforming school district deserve a choice for their
children.

It's a proven fact that Charter Schools have a positive impact
on students.

I hope you \lvill join me in supporting Piru Chater School.

9S8 Santa Clara Street
Fillmore, California 93015

Piru Charter Appeal
Additional Correspondence

Page 241
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1-10-10

'=i""' if""'''''''' E I '\fE "),~",'""a"_ ~-bV, i!..

JAN 13 20m
SUPT. OF SCHOOLS
VENTURA COUNTY

Dear Ventura County Board of Education Member,

My name is Casey Giles and I graduated from Somis Academy Chatter High School. I
can tell you first hand that Charter Schools work. Without the choice of the Charter
School I would not have finished my education.

Please join me in supporting the Piru Charter School.

Tit~u~4
Casey Giles
Fillmore, CA
805-479-8840

Piru Charter Appeal
Additional Correspondence

Page 242
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RECEIVE[)
lJAW 13 2010 GREG GARRISON PRODUCTIONS. INC.

SUPT. OF SCHOOLS
VENTURA COUNTY

1655 HIDDEN VALLEY ROAD
THOUSAND OAKS. CALIFORNIA 91360
(805) 495-8197
FAX (805) 495-8388

Dear Dr. Mark Lisagor. January 11. 2010

I have been a resident here in Ventura County for 39 years and I am in total support ofthe

Piru Charter SchooL I was asked to write this letter by two very good friends of mine that

teach in Pim. I have heard first hand for the need for this school. I personally have seen

students in other areas of the county that went to charter schools become so incredibly better

in everything they do in life no matter what it be. Piru Charter School is so important to its

area for these children. The smaller classes and the ability to be able to customize learning

programs and target funds where they are needed for the children are so important. The proper

education for children at this young age is so important to lay a foundation for success in life.

What I have heard is that NO CONVERSION SCHOOL HAS EVER FAll..ED.

Thank you for your time in reading my thoughts and

hope you will soon have a Piru Charter School.

Pat Garrison

Piru Charter Appeal
Additional Correspondence

Page 243
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Ide Ramirez
PO Box 263
Piru, CA.
93040

Dear Ventura County Board of Education,

I would like to take some time to thank you for allowing us the opportunity to

express our concerns for the well being of our children. As you know I am a mother of

three children at Piru School, and I am also a graduate from that school as well. I have

seen the result of being at the bottom of the totem pole otherwise known as the Fillmore

Unified School District and how that has affected me. I first came to support the Piru

Charter School after having sent my eldest daughter to school in Santa Paula from Piru

(where she was an A student) and being notified of how she was unable to meet the

requirements for the standards of education for her grade level. Upon hearing this, I

immediately remembered my educational experiences and where it got me. My brother

and I went to Piru School and struggled greatly to achieve any amount of success, but my

sister on the other hand had the luxury of attending a private school. As the three of us

grew older and went up in grade levels, she passed us by, and why? Why was it that she

had it so easy? Was it that she was smarter, naturally? NO! She had teachers who

motivated her to do better; we had teachers who taught us to pass a specific test; she had

teachers who showed her how the importance of remembering what she learned so as to

get into college; we had teachers who showed us the evacuation route in case the dam

broke. While I can go on and on about the unfair educational injustices set forth by the

Flillmore Unified School District, I will not because I understand that you all have more

on your plate than I could ever finish. I thank you for your time and hope that you can

understand why and how the charter school would benefit the Piru community.

sincerelY/A~~

Piru Charter Appeal
Additional Correspondence
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Romelia Richman

romelia. richmarz5 67(CiJ,dolphin.csuci. edu

January 13, 2010

Dear members of the Ventura County Board of Education,

I am a female member of a minority, a mother of one (age four), and a Pim school graduate. I

hold an AA, two BA's (one in History and the other in ChicanaJo Studies), and hopefully soon I

will also obtain a Doctorate degree. I am very proud of my academic accomplishments as they

were extremely difficult to achieve at times, and I feel that the educational opportunities (or lack

of) which were given to me, have proven to be a contributing factor. Today I am writing because

I support the Pim Charter School, but feel as though I have been partially stripped of my right to

speak. Please, do not be offended as it is nothing personally directed to anyone in particular, but

do understand that last night was the only chance for me to voice my opinion, as to why I feel

that the charter school would be beneficial to the students. We began with the understanding that

we would have two minutes to speak, but were reduced to only one minute due to time restraints.

So, I have chosen to write you my testimony in hopes that you will give me some more of your

precious time. You see, I have long felt as though my community has suffered social, economic,

environmental, and educational injustices. I represent the 41h of the 6 generations of my f3mily to

be raised and educated in Pim. In fact, I seen my kindergarten teacher at the meeting last night,

and while I love all of my former instructors (all of whom I can name and have verr fond

memories of), I.do not think that very many of them have attended conferences, or made very

many attempts as to learn how to improve their teaching methods recently, which I feel can be

extremely beneficial to all of the students. I am tired of the low expectations, the limited

opportunities, and the under-representation given to the Pim area. I feel as though I have been

extremely shortchanged when I sit and discuss my educational journey with that of my peers

who have grown up with the opportunity (and expectation) to succeed (and excel), and were

given options as to how to achieve that quality education. I went to school in a village that to this
day still has a few dirt sidewalks, no hospital, and no police station. I had to work very hard to

catch up with my peers when I went on to secondary schooL yet I remember not being the only

one from Pim School who had to "catch up". I am one of those that had no alternative choice of

where to attend school and later when I went to achieve my secondary education, I sometimes

Piru Charter Appeal
Additional Correspondence
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missed the bus and ended up hitchhiking to or from school! Growing up I never thought or was

told that I could and should go to college, and I did not give much thought to ethnic diversity

because of the lack of exposure. Now that I am somewhat educated I know that those messages

are sent during the early years of the educational journey. I appreciate that some people have

taken action for what they believe is best for the students, be them proponents or in opposition of

the charter school, and I hope that all us can put the politics aside for a minute and take a good

look at what kind of future we can have. Children are the future, and I hope that Piru is granted

the opportunity to make their future brighter.

Piru Charter Appeal
Additional Correspondence
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1/10/10 'JAN 14 20m

Attention: Board of Education Member

I would like to take this time to ask for your support of the Piru
Charter School. I am a lifelong resident and voter of Ventura
County and a retired Ventura County employee. I am very
involved in my community and the county. I have attended
several of the Charter School petition meetings with an unbiased
opinion and done a little of my own research. What can Isay, I'm
retired, I have the time. All of the research that I have filtered
through makes me come to one conclusion, Charter Schools are
a positive move for education. They are excelling on a local,
state, and national level. Please give the students in Piru and
Fillmore a Choice. Please support the Charter Petition.

/-, ~ It?'",?
/.\/ ~~DeSve~~0 ~ _.

1344 ef Monte Dr.
Simi Valley, CA 93065

, . - mPlrO 'Charter Ap·peal
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Ventura County Board of Education
,P.Ij1'fi11~~I4:l~t"".. Oin

5189 Verdugo Way
il,\

Camarillo, California 93012 S {)~,,:~··Ct~:p:
\!t2i\r-~-tJn/J.C.t)t)hrr"' .f.

Dear Mr. Dean Kunicki,

My name is Barbara Kelley and my family has owned land and paid taxes in Ventura
County for over 100 years.

I have Grandchildren that attend Piru Elementary. I am very active in their lives and have
enjoyed many of the events at Piru School. I think Piru School is a good school but given
the opportunity to become a Charter School, Piru Elementary has the opportunity to
become a great school. Please give the children this positive step in their velY, very
important education and the parents a chance to choose on their children's best behalf.

I believe that the teachers of the Charter Petition are genuine and have the children's best
interest at heart.

I think it would be a dream come true for Piru Charter School to have a pre-school and
K-8. This could happen ifthe Charter School Petition passes.

I urge you to get more information on Charter Schools or visit one.

My granddaughter said to me, "Grandma Piru School is a good school, I really like it."
My reply to her was I agree, but it could be much, much better if it becomes a Charter
School. My grandchildren like it at Piru Elementary so I want it to be the best it can be!

Please believe in Charter Schools it is a great opportunity for better education.

116 Starstone Ct.
Simi Valley, Ca 93065
(805) 527-8414

_n Prru eflarteF,ll;ppeai .. ,
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1-13-10 'jAN 14 2010
To Mary Louise Peterson,

My name is Ralph Kelley and I have lived in Ventura County
for 59 years. I have four grandchildren that attend Piru School. I
mll writing to you to let you know that I support Piru Charter
School.
It is nly understanding that 9 out of 13 teachers are for the

Charter School. Who would know better than these teachers what
is best for the students ofPiru Elementary. Most of them have been
teaching there for many years. They are there day in and day out
and understand the needs of these children. The Charter School
Petitioners are not in it for a raise or promotion. They are in it for
the children. The benefits I see for the teachers are new educational
opportunities, programs and badly needed supplies.
It seems to me that feelings 'were hurt mnongst teachers and

district employees because it was not "their idea" to write the
Charter Petition. Many seem to be too "connected" to the Fillmore
School Board / District O:(fice. This should not take precedence
over bettering and improving a Childs education. I hope you will
take this into consideration.
My first concern is my grandchildren, and with every

elementary school in the Fillmore Unified School District being
UNDERPERFORMING. It is time for a CHANGE! It is possible
for my grandchildren to move to a private school, but I really don't
want that! I believe in Public Education with a choice! Piru Charter
will offer a choice inpublic education.
This is not about winning or losing. It is about the children's

education for nlany years to come.
I hope you will support change in public education.

Thank you, " .,/!.
. ." RaIPh;KeneYl~~

-_.., --prrlrCh-arter Appeal
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Dear Ventura County Board of Education 1v1embers
'JAN 14 2010

I would like to express Iny support of the Piru Charter
School Petition. It seems only right that parents and
students should have a choice in education. Choices and
opportunities are what make this great country of ours
succeed. As a candidate, you had an opportunity to run for
a political position and as a voter I had a choice to vote for
you. Please make me proud and join me in supporting the
Piru Charter School Petition. This WILL be a positive step
in education for Ventura County.

Gene Agdeppa
Simi Valley, CA
805-582-0190

~rrrrefTI"lTter l'\-pp-eaf
Additional Correspondence
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Ventura County Board of Education
5189 Verdugo Way
Camarillo, California 93012

!JAN 14 20m
S~JP'[ O:FS,Cr-~(]()LS
VENTURA COUNTY

January 13,2010

Dear Dr. Mark Lisagor,

I am writing to you to let you know that I hope you authorize Piru Charter School.
I support Pim Charter School for three reasons:

First of all, Piru Charter School will give Parents and students a choice in Public
education.

Secondly, Piru Charter School will educate the whole child.

Finally, Charter Schools are a positive choice of California's educational
program. It can not be argued, Charter Schools succeed.

Thank you for your time,

u_ 'uu." -'PIr(JCharter"A'fJt:feEll _.
Additional Correspondence
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Ven'tura County Board of Education
5:189 Verdugo Way
Camarillo, California 93012

January 12, 2010

Dear Dr. Ramon Flores,

My name is Karen Fontes and I have two children that
attend Piru Elementary School. Ibave volunteered every
Monday, working inthe classroom for the past three years.
IbeUeve that it is very important for parents to have a voice
and choice inpublic education.

My family and I support Piru Charter School. It will educate
the whole child, preparing them to be lile long learners.

Ihave visited Fenton Charter School and W'asextremely
impressed with the education that they are providing
elel1llentary aged children.

The Piru"Ch~rter School petitioners are highly qualified,
dedicated teachers 'Whohave made it their goal to use State
and Federafmonies to best benefit Piru students.

We are truly blessed to live inthe United States 01America,
the land 01opportunity! I ask that you give my children and
the children 01Piru and Fillmore the opportunity and
choice to attend Piru Charter School.

Please leellree to call me if you have any questions.
Thank you,

A<0Mil0~
Karen Fontes
7900jaiST
Fillmo~e, CA93015
(80S1S~1'~'l"'.'
(80Sj37;~i89

',~-

,~

, .. ..:. -,: r .' •.7'
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RECEIVED
UAN20 2010

SUPT. OF SCHOOLS
VENTURA COUNTY

Dr. Ramon Flores
Ventura County Board of Education
Camarillo, California

1118110

Dear Dr. Flores,
This letter is in total support of the proposed Piru Charter School.

My name is Chris R. Dryden and I lived for 6 years across the river from the school. My
wife and I are both college graduates and believe in a strong choice for Pilu students. We
were forced to pull our only daughter out of the school and send her to the (Ventura-
Poinsettia Elementary) to school. Why? Overcrowding of class sizes, English was being
taught as a second language, teachers were forced to become babysitters and
disciplinarians rather than educators, and I have witnessed first hand the success of
Charter Schools in the Los Angeles area.

If you have any questions or wish to talk to me directly I can be reached at (805)
797-3218. Thank you for the time.

SincerelY'~

Ck~~ ~
Chris R. Dryden, c n~ed parent for a change ..
771 Colina Vista
Ventura, California. 93003

Piru Charter Appeal
Additional Correspondence
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Piru Area Plan Update project and Cabrillo Farmworker Housing Complex Page 1 of 1

From: Dennis Hawkins <Dennis. Hawkins @ventura.org>

To: "Andy Arias <tactman"@aol.com

Subject: Piru Area Plan Update project and Cabrillo Farmworker Housing Complex

Date: Mon, Jan 11, 20102:30 pm

Mr. Arias,

The Piru Area Plan Update project was approved by the Board of Supervisors on

December 16, 2008. In addition to modifying the General Plan and Area Plan and

Zoning for the Piru Expansion Area, the Board approved three separate tract maps

totaling 315 dwelling units. None of the tract maps have recorded as yet.

The staff reports, site plans and other hearing exhibits are available on line

at the Clerk of the Board's website at the following location:

http://portal.countyofventura.org/portal/page?-pageid=823,3576471&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

The Cabrillo Farmworker Housing Project was approved by the Planning Commission

on July 23, 2009. This project included a total of 66 housing units.

The staff reports, site plans and other hearing exhibits are available on line

at the Planning Division website at the following location:

http://www.ventura.org/rma/planning/MA/pc_archives.html

Dennis Hawkins

http://webmail.aol.com/30361-1111aol-lIen-us/maillPrintMessage.aspx

Piru Charter Appeal

Additional Correspondence

Page 230
111112ulO

Double-click here to edit text.
VCOE in its findings ignored evidence presented at the January 12th hearing by Piru 
Community Activist Andy Arias from County sources that multiple housing projects 
are planned in the near future in Piru.

Piru community activist Andy Arias presented this evidence at the January 12th 
VCBOE hearing from County sources that multiple housing projects are planned for 
Piru in the near and long-term future.
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Response to your voicemail of 1111110 Page 1 of 1

From: Michelle Danna <Michelle.Danna@ventura.org>

To: tactman@aol.com

Subject: Response to your voicemail of 1/11/10

Date: Mon, Jan 11, 2010 2:36 pm

-----._-_.

Good afternoon Andy.

I'm sorry I missed your call this morning. Per your request, here is a description of the approved CEDC project:

A Planned Development Permit (PD) has been approved by the County of Ventura which authorizes the

construction of 66 residential units composed of 13 residential buildings consisting of a mix of duplexes, triplexes

and fourplexes that would be two and three stories in height and range in size from 4,784 square feet to 16,004

square feet. The project also involves construction of a 3,300 square-foot community room, a 0.8-acre

recreational soccer field, basketball courts, tot lots, and a community garden, and 177 uncovered parking spaces
for use by residents and visitors. All ten of the farm worker labor camp buildings, a parking lot, and a portion of the
landscape trees that currently exist on site will be demolished to accommodate the project.

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you!

Michelle

Michelle Glueckert D'Anna
Ventura County Planning Division

Residential Permits Section
800 South Victoria Avenue

Ventura, CA 93009

Phone: (805) 654-2685

Fax: (805) 654-2509

mjch~IL{2,da,[lD-'3,@Jv.E::ntl!m.Qrg

http://webmail.aol.comJ30361-1111aol-1/en-us/maillPrintMessage.aspx

Piru Charter Appeal
Additional Correspondence
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3/22/10 12:49 PMCEDC awarded $650,000 for rental development in Piru

Page 1 of 2http://www.fillmoregazette.com/print/7084

Published on The Fillmore Gazette (http://www.fillmoregazette.com)

CEDC awarded $650,000 for rental
development in Piru
By Gazette Staff Writer
Created 03/17/2010 - 4:17pm

Front Page

Ventura, CA – The Cabrillo Economic Development Corporation (CEDC) announces that it has
been awarded $650,000 through the Federal Home Loan Bank!s (FHLB) Affordable Housing
Program for a new affordable rental community CEDC is planning to build in Piru called Valle
Naranjal. The FHLB award is made to a member bank which sponsors the project. In this case,
Bank of America, N.A., was the member bank which received the funds and will distribute the
funds to CEDC when construction on the project begins.

The $650,000 will be used toward construction costs of 65 of the 66 total rental homes in the
development. One rental home in the development will be set aside for an on-site property
manager and was not eligible for the FHLB funding. The project was awarded the maximum
competitive subsidy of $10,000 per unit, for a total of $650,000 for the 65 rental homes.

A website noting the award is located at:
http://www.fhlbsf.com/ci/grant/ahp/grantrecipients.asp

“We feel fortunate as an organization to be a recipient of funds from the Federal Home Loan
Bank!s Affordable Housing Program because it is a very competitive application process with
only two competition cycles per year,” says Nicole Norori, CEDC Project Manager for the Valle
Naranjal development. “Given the current economic climate, the program has become more
competitive and the minimum score a project needs to receive to compete for an award keeps
increasing every year.” The Affordable Housing Program will provide the Valle Naranjal project
with $650,000 of gap financing for a term of 30 years at 0% interest. In the past round, 159
applications were submitted for rental projects and only 40 rental projects received the funds for
which they applied.

CEDC will begin construction on Valle Naranjal in Fall 2010. When the new community is
completed, it will be home to approximately 290 residents who earn 45 percent or less of the
area median income. The development will be situated on a former farmworker labor campsite
built in the 1950!s that received a historical designation by the local Cultural Heritage Board. The

From the 3/18/10 Fillmore 
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3/22/10 12:49 PMCEDC awarded $650,000 for rental development in Piru

Page 2 of 2http://www.fillmoregazette.com/print/7084

project will include an exhibit documenting the history of the labor camp and the agricultural
legacy of the area.

The Valle Naranjal development will include a large community center, several recreational play
fields including a soccer filed for public use, two tot lots and a community garden. The project is
located in the rural Santa Clara Valley of Ventura County and is home to many farmworker
families living in less than desirable conditions. The rate of overcrowding is higher in the
unincorporated areas of the County such as in Piru. The development will assist the County of
Ventura in meeting its very low-income housing requirements as mandated by the State.

“Valle Naranjal is a farmworker family affordable rental townhome development that will provide
families with attractive, safe, modern and energy-efficient homes in the Piru community,” says
Nicole Norori, Project Manager for the development. “These new affordable homes will be a
valuable addition of sorely needed affordable farmworker housing for Ventura!s east County.”

CEDC is a private non-profit affordable housing and community development corporation that
provides comprehensive housing services, through a community building approach, in Ventura
and Santa Barbara counties, and the Santa Maria area. Since its incorporation in 1981, CEDC
has built more than 1,346 units of affordable for-sale and multi-family rental homes, manages
693 affordable rental units, and has helped more than 400 families into homeownership through
education, counseling, and lending services. CEDC is a chartered member of NeighborWorks®,
a national network of more than 220 community development and affordable housing
organizations. This year marks CEDC!s 29th year of operation.
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-The District formed a Reconfiguration Committe in 2008 to explore alternative school configurations.                                            
-Sta!s are invited to explore other school reconfigurations, including charter schools."
-A district survey sent out in the Fall of 2009 shows that a majority of parents support the idea of"
Fillmore Unified adding a charter school. The complete survey is available at: http://www.fillmore.k12.ca.us/
DocumentView.aspx?DID=329"

2008
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SAVE OUR SCHOOL! SAY NO TO CHARTER!

Several teachers have filed a Charter School petition to close Piru Elementary

School and replace it with Piru Charter School. These are a few things they fail to

tell you:

The following are NOT guaranteed at Piru Charter School:

• Smaller class size

• Busing to school

• More money

• Grants

• Higher enrollment

• Improved facilities

• Permanent Special Education employees

• Use of Developer Fees

The following are guaranteed by STAYING in Fillmore Unified School District:

• Williams 1.3 million dollar grant to update Piru School's buildings and grounds

• Bridges Afterschool Program

• Maintenance of updated technology

• Continuing Migrant Education funds

• Continued bus transportation toPiru Sphool

• Retain current staff: Teachers, Bus Driver/Groundsman, Librarian, Computer
Aide, Custodians, Cafeteria Staff, Office Staff, Speech Therapist, Permanent
Resource Teacher, Music Teacher, Science/Art teacher, Yard Duty Staff

FUSD supports our school wit?h these services:

• Administrative

• Curriculum - • •

• Financial

• Special Education Department

• Health and Cafeteria

• Maintenance

• Transportation

If a Charter School does not have enough money to maintain salaries, benefits, buy
books, classroom supplies, pay utilities, and programs to run a school, then Charter
Schools look to parents to support it through participation in on going flindraising. Do
you have the time to work for your family and fundraise too? Charters fail because of
poor financial planning. Is there really the money available to support the proposed
charter's budget? The Fillmore Unified School District supports our Piru School now. If
this charter fails aid closes would the FUSD reopen this school? Protect your school and
the funding behind it. Let people know you want to SAVE OUR SCHOOL! SAY NO

TO CHARTER!
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Jorge Santini
This is an example of the misinformation spread by the FUSD Board and its employees
to the community.

Jorge Santini


Jorge Santini
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Fillmore Unified
School District

Apparent Campaign of Misinformation and
Intimidation Launched against Piru Charter
School Petition and Founders
By Gazette Staff Writer — Wednesday, October 14th, 2009

Since the filing of a petition on September 16th with the Fillmore Unified School District to convert Piru Elementary into

an independent charter school, there have been a series of incidents in which certain FUSD employees and other

individuals have distributed information about the proposed charter school which is either misleading or false, according

to Richard Durborow and Chris Pavik, two of the charter petitioners.

In what is apparently an escalation by those opposed to the charter, this past Friday, says Chris Pavik, two of the teachers

at Piru School who signed the petition were approached separately by another teacher with close personal ties to the

District Office. They were both told by this well-connected teacher that the School Board will not rehire any person who

goes to work at the charter school and later decides to return to the District. In addition, one signer was told that the

County Office of Education has the list of the signers’ names, and that no other school district in the county will hire

them because they signed the charter petition, and the other was told that the Superintendent had said that any teacher who signed the petition,

but now withdrew their name, would suffer no repercussions from the District. Says Chris Pavik, “these seem like not-so-veiled threats of

intimidation, and they cross the line. As far as the School Board telling Piru staff that there will be no ‘right of return’, I have heard from several

sources that such a statement was made at a District administrator’s meeting on last Thursday, that principals were directed by one of the

Assistant Superintendents to verbally give this warning to their staffs. Such a statement is tantamount to bargaining away from the table, because

that issue is bargainable, and it is illegal for the District to go around the unions and try to negotiate with individual members. I have informed

the FUTA President and a CTA organizer of what I heard, and discussed the fact that this is an unfair labor practice, and that the District must

stop doing this.” At this time, the petitioners plan to turn over the name of the teacher involved, and the names of those whom the teacher

implicated, to legal counsel for possible litigation.

The petitioners first became aware of this apparent misinformation campaign when they learned from a parent of a Piru School student about

what was said at a meeting for migrant parents which had been organized by the District at the Colina Vista Apartments community room on the

morning of Monday, October 5th. At that meeting, an official from the County Office of Education said that if Piru School became a charter,

migrant education services for Piru students could be halted. However, according to the California Dept. of Education, even if Piru School were to

become a charter tomorrow, it would be the duty of the County Office of Education to make the necessary arrangements to ensure that Migrant

Program services continued for Piru migrant students without interruption. “It is extremely offensive,” said Richard Durborow, “to think that

public school officials would prey upon the fears of a group of parents whose children are most at risk, and seek to create fear among them.” The

petitioners have contacted the legal counsel of the California Charter School Association, and their attorneys are considering drafting a letter

demanding that the District cease and desist from repeating any such false claims in an attempt to manipulate and frighten parents into not

supporting the charter school. Chris Pavik, Piru School teacher and one of the petition signers responded, “it is shocking that the District, after

false propaganda has been spread to migrant parents, is now planning to divert Migrant Education funds intended for students to pay for a bus to

bring these parents to the charter petition hearing, apparently so that they can unwittingly repeat the misinformation they were told at the

District’s Migrant Parent meeting.”

The claim that Migrant Funding would be imperiled was repeated in a flier, entitled ‘Save Our School! Say No To Charter!” Several Piru School

teachers who have close personal ties to District officials were seen walking through the streets, according to Chris Pavik. According to him, they

Apparent Campaign of Misinformation and Intimidation Launched again... http://www.fillmoregazette.com/front-page/apparent-campaign-misinfor...

Piru teacher John Schaper approached two PCS petitioners days before the District 
hearing and tells them he has ‘heard’ and is conveying from Superintendent Jeff 
Sweeney what amount to threats if teachers do not remove their signature from 
the PCS petition.  The Superintendent later denies in print issuing any such 
threats.
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were seen by other staff members leaving this flier on doorsteps on the afternoon of October 7th, and there were reports that one of these

teachers was passing out the flier outside the San Salvador Mission in Piru after Mass on Sunday, October 11th. This flier, portions of which look

remarkably similar to the letter written by School Board President John Garnica, which was published in the Gazette the day after the flier

appeared, also claims that certain programs and services funded by the District are guaranteed. In actual fact they are not, but are subject to the

budgeting process of the School District, and thus can be and, in some cases, have been cut. It would appear that the author of this flier and the

Board President collaborated in creating their documents, which contain detailed knowledge of specific school projects and repairs dating back

four years. The flier does not indicate who wrote it, or who paid for its printing, but it does use a type font which is typically used in District

memos and notices.

During this same week, according to Mr. Pavik, one of these same Piru teachers with close ties to the District Office began talking to the classified

employees at Piru School, during the school day, claiming that if the charter was authorized, they would lose their jobs and all their rights and

benefits. Mr. Pavik learned from other FUSD classified staff in Fillmore that these claims were also spread amongst classified staff across the

District last week. Several classified Piru employees told Chris Pavik that a classified union meeting was held last Friday at Piru School, at which

these claims were repeated. “These claims are completely false,” said Mr. Pavik. “They are being repeated by people who have either not read the

charter, or who are maliciously trying to deceive and scare people. The charter petition specifically states that all employees, including the

classified, will retain their right to union representation, they will keep their current collective bargaining contract, they will have all rights

guaranteed to school employees under the California Education Code, they will keep their health benefits and current salaries, and a

memorandum of understanding will be negotiated between the District, the charter school and the unions to guarantee the rights of current

employees.”

Richard Durborow and Chris Pavik believe that the purpose behind these acts of misinformation and intimidation is to create fear and anger in

staff and parents before the formal Board hearing on the Piru Charter Petition at 6:00 PM on October 21st at the Piru School Cafeteria. “I think it

is the District’s hope to get a crowd of people to show up at that hearing to denounce the charter petition and urge its rejection, perhaps in order

to give the Board some political cover if they do reject it, despite the fact that the District’s own survey last year shows a majority of the

community supports having a charter school,” said Pavik. “It’s interesting that this campaign is not attacking what is actually in the charter

petition. Apparently no one attacking the charter has actually read it, but instead they are making things up and misrepresenting the exciting

educational plan that is actually in the PCS charter proposal.”

Apparent Campaign of Misinformation and Intimidation Launched again... http://www.fillmoregazette.com/front-page/apparent-campaign-misinfor...
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Greg Spaulding’s Remarks at Piru Charter Petition Hearing 

Piru School, 10/21/09 

http://www.fillmoregazette.com/front-page/fusd-special-board-meeting-piru-

charter-school 

(Italics ADDED) 

 

Greg Spaulding 

Let me start by thanking the school board and all these people for listening to me. I have 

a few thoughts I would like to share concerning charter schools in general, and the Piru 

Charter proposal in particular. 

There are twenty-one public school districts, serving more than 140,000 kindergarten 

through twelfth grade students in Ventura County. But there are only eleven charter 

schools in the County. Some charter schools are independent studies programs, and some 

serve only secondary students. Of the eleven charter schools in the county, only four are 

elementary schools with site based instruction. Two of them are in Camarillo, one is in 

Thousand Oaks, and one is in Ventura. 

Those schools are the Camarillo Academy of Progressive Education, Meadow Arts and 

Technology Elementary in Thousand Oaks, University Preparation School at CSU 

Channel Islands (also in Camarillo), and Ventura Charter School of Arts & Global 

Education. 

Three of these four charters are classified as start up schools. Meadow Arts and 

Technology Elementary School in Thousand Oaks is the only elementary charter school 

in the county that was converted from being a non-charter school to being a charter 

school. Meadow Arts had been scheduled to be closed due to declining enrollment in 

2008, but instead it was kept open as a charter school. 

About 128,000 people live in Thousand Oaks, and there are twenty elementary schools. 

There are many options for students and parents living in Thousand Oaks. This is true of 

the other elementary charter schools in Ventura County. 

The Piru charter advocates, however, are asking for something extremely unusual: the 

conversion of an existing running school, in fact, the only school in a small town, to be a 

charter school. 

Charter schools are typically started for one of two reasons. 1.) The charter embodies a 

distinct educational vision, for example a commitment to open education, or an emphasis 

on technology or the arts; or 2.) the charter replaces a failing school. 

It is hard to see for which of these reasons the Piru charter is being proposed. The 

philosophy and approaches to education articulated by the charter team seem perfectly 

fine, but not at all out of the mainstream of educational practice. And they have seen 

three years of solid growth in their state testing scores, so the school, in its present 

configuration and personnel could hardly be considered failing. 

I read the most clearly articulated reason for the Piru Charter School in a recent article in 

the Fillmore Gazette, titled “Piru Charter School Train Has Left the Station.” In this 

article, Chris Pavik helpfully explains that, “What is not needed are more administrators 

sitting in offices. In essence, our charter school plan mirrors the reorganization plan that 

Theresa Marvel presented to the Board last year.” 

Some of you may remember that last year I sent out a fairly detailed e-mail that pretty 

conclusively laid to rest the idea that Fillmore Unified School District is overstaffed with 

Greg Spaulding, 4th Grade Teacher at Sespe School in Fillmore, colleague and friend of 
fellow teacher Bev Garnica and her husband, School Board President John Garnica, 
begins publishing letters in the Fillmore Gazette which cite studies purporting to prove 
that charter schools on the whole fail to improve student learning.  

Spaulding is a long-time District employee, former Teacher’s Association President and 
highly respected by fellow teachers.  At the FUSD and VCOE hearings on the PCS petition, 
he presents his own analysis of Ventura County charters, and claims that Piru is not a 
‘suitable’ location for a conversion charter, and thus it should be denied. 
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overpaid administrators. I don’t want to rehash the details, but I must say that I am 

surprised that this idea has resurfaced in connection with the Piru Charter proposal. 

The most relevant question, however, is how do charter schools perform? Are charter 

schools better? If so then we would be remiss to not convert schools to charters when 

possible. Unfortunately, the body of research on charter schools is less than impressive. 

The best of recent research can be found in Stanford University’s Center of Research on 

Education Outcomes (CREDO) 2009 National Charter School Study. They looked at data 

from 70% of the nation's students attending charter schools and compared them to 

demographically matched students in nearby public schools. Let me quote directly from 

their press release, “While the report recognized a robust national demand for more 

charter schools from parents and local communities, it found that 17 percent of charter 

schools reported academic gains that were significantly better than traditional public 

schools, while 37 percent of charter schools showed gains that were worse than their 

traditional public school counterparts, with 46 percent of charter schools demonstrating 

no significant difference.” 

In other words, the most significant recent study of the effectiveness of charter 

schools in America found that some charter schools do better, even more do worse, 

and an awful lot do about the same as demographically matched nearby schools. 

There is no clear reason to expect that the Piru Charter School will buck the odds and be 

one of the 17 percent of charter schools that improve academic gains, rather than part of 

the 83 percent that don’t. There are, however, clearly some negative possible outcomes 

that can be expected from converting Piru to a charter. First, you would be taking a 

school with demonstrated success, a 94 point gain in API scores over the last three years, 

and completely revamping it [Mr. Spaulding corrected his statement to the Gazette in an 

email, dated 10/27/09, “Piru went form a score of 660 on the 2006 test to a score of 739 

on the 2009 test for a total gain of 79 points. The inaccurate number, 94 points, has been 

repeated many times, including in the Gazette. Essentially, what happened is that the 

initial scores reported by the state were later revised downward for both the 2006 and the 

2007 tests, and no one seems to have noticed.]. Not only that, but it has been done in such 

a way that roughly half the staff seems to be mad at the other half. This is not a recipe for 

positive school reform. 

There are also significant possible impacts to the other school sites and FUSD employees. 

A charter school at Piru would almost certainly start a chain of teachers bumping other 

teachers from their teaching positions, possibly leading to the loss of some jobs. 

The American Federation of Teachers 2002 report on charter schools, titled “Do Charter 

Schools Measure Up? The Charter School Experiment After 10 Years”, concluded that 

“charter schools financially harm school districts with declining or stable 

enrollment” and that “small school districts are more likely to be harmed financially 

by charter schools.” They also found that “student mobility between charter and 

other public schools create a financial burden” and also that “charter schools 

complicate the planning and operation of school districts.” 

I can’t say whether the Piru Charter School would one day become a good school or not. 

I do, however, have severe misgivings about the way the charter idea has been pursued. 

Successful charter schools seek the widest possible input from stakeholders. My 

impression, as an outside observer, is that this was not done effectively in this case. 

I also have concerns about possible negative effects not anticipated by the proponents of 

At a School Board meeting immediately following the County hearing, he is praised 
by name by Superintendent Jeff Sweeney for his ‘important work’ in researching 
charter schools in Ventura County.
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the charter school. They seem to be playing up the potential positives, while not 

realistically addressing some of the many complications and problems likely to arise by 

virtue of splitting off from a larger district. 

Thank you for your attention. 
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Greg Spaulding’s 12/17/09 Letter to the Fillmore Gazette 
http://www.fillmoregazette.com/letters/december-17th-2009 

(Italics ADDED) 
 
To the editor: 
Ashamed FUSD employee has struck again! Ashamed employee wrote a lengthy letter 
last week, directly criticizing me, by name. But, once again, ashamed employee neglected 
to sign his or her own name. Since I am not privy to ashamed employee’s secret identity, 
the only way to communicate seems to be through the pages of the Gazette. So, here it 
goes: 
Attention Ashamed Employee: 
Thank you for the compliment at the end of your recent letter. I do take exception 
however, to the rest of your letter. You claim that my opening argument is that “there just 
aren’t that many charter schools in Ventura County.” You characterize this argument as 
too dumb to waste time on. Since you don’t explain exactly what makes this argument 
too dumb to waste time on, it is a little hard to respond to, but I’ll try. 
To begin with, you have misrepresented my argument. Here is an exact quote from my 
article: “Of the eleven charter schools in the county, only four are elementary schools 
with site based instruction. Two of them are in Camarillo, one is in Thousand Oaks, and 
one is in Ventura. “ 
I further note that each of the four charter elementary schools is one option among many, 
in relatively large communities. Three of the four elementary charter schools in Ventura 
County were start ups. That is to say, they started in facilities that were not currently in 
use. The fourth elementary charter (Meadow Arts, in Thousand Oaks) took over a school 
site that had been slated to be closed due to under-enrollment. 
My point was that Piru would be the only elementary charter school in the entire 
county of Ventura to take over an existing successful running school site. This is 
more than unusual. It is unprecedented. It is unprecedented because it is a really 
bad idea. 
It is a bad idea for multiple reasons. To begin with, conversions simply don’t perform 
as well as start-ups. A 2003 RAND Corporation study of charter schools in California 
(Charter School Operations and Performance: Evidence From California) found different 
results for charters schools depending on whether they were start ups or conversions. 
Start up charters had better results than conversions. In this study, charters that were 
conversions from conventional schools (which is what the Piru petitioners intend to do) 
did not improve student achievement. 
In addition, charter schools are not intended to replace (or in this case displace) the 
local elementary school; and certainly not when the overwhelming majority of parents 
have indicated they oppose the charter. Successful charter schools find an appropriate 
site, and garner significant parental support for their project. The Piru petitioners have 
done neither. 
Charter schools are supposed to be opt-in programs, that parents may choose to send their 
children too. Placing a charter in Piru, taking over the only neighborhood school in a 
small community, makes it an opt-out program, completely counter to the whole idea of 
charter schools. Of all the elementary schools in FUSD, Piru is the worst site for a charter 
school for this reason. It is the only site where students who do not wish to attend a 
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charter would have to be bussed down the highway to attend a non-charter school, rather 
than finding a relatively close alternative school in town. 
In regards to the Stanford CREDO National Charter School Report (2009) I cited, you are 
absolutely correct that you can find differences in achievement among various sub-
groups. For example, on page 6 of the full report you find this statement: “Charter 
schools have different impacts on students based on their family backgrounds. For Blacks 
and Hispanics, their learning gains are significantly worse than that of their traditional 
school twins.” Since 91% of Piru’s students are classified as Hispanic, you would think 
this is would be an important bit of information. But, I guess the charter school 
petitioners forgot to mention it in their presentation to the school board. 
You are also correct that charter schools have had relatively better results for children in 
poverty and English language learners. For example, on page 27 the report states “We see 
positive results for charter school students in poverty – these students realized statistically 
superior learning gains in reading compared to their TPS (traditional public school) 
peers… The magnitude of the difference was about the same as was seen for the overall 
reading effect, .01 standard deviations, though here the sign is positive. While significant, 
the effect is small.” 
In the context of this quote the word “significant” means statistically significant. That 
means the results are not likely to be due to chance. It does not necessarily indicate that 
the results are practically important, since, as noted, the positive effects for those 
particular subgroups is small. And since there is enormous variation in results among 
charter schools, there is no guarantee that these results would be replicated at Piru. 
According to Piru School’s 2007-2008 School Accountability Report Card, non-English 
learning Hispanics, non-Hispanic whites, Asians and African Americans combined 
make up 52% of Piru’s students. All of those sub-groups tend to perform, on average, 
either more poorly in charter schools or no better in charter schools. 
The Stanford report also noted that “the effectiveness of charter schools was found to 
vary widely by state. The variation was over and above existing differences among states 
in their academic results.” California is cited as one of four states that had mixed 
results or were no different than the gains for traditional school peers. Obviously, 
100% of Piru’s students live in California. 
Also according to the Stanford report, “students generally experience a significant 
negative impact on learning in reading in their first year of charter enrollment, in 
the range of -.06 standard deviations.” While this negative impact tends to disappear 
over time, that would be cold comfort to the families of Piru whose children are 
currently enrolled, and would likely experience this decline. 
On page 9 of the report we read this conclusion: “This analysis shows that in the 
aggregate charter schools are not advancing the learning gains of their students as much 
as traditional public schools.” 
Another important study, by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), titled 
“A Closer Look at Charter Schools Using Hierarchical Linear Modeling” (2006), and 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, reached this conclusion: “After 
adjusting for student characteristics, charter school mean scores in reading and 
mathematics were lower, on average, than those for public noncharter schools.” 
In 2009 the Center for Education Reform published a report on accountability in charter 
schools. They found that 13% of all charter schools ever opened have subsequently 
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closed. 41% of those closures were due to financial difficulties, often due to declining 
enrollment (a distinct possibility in the case of Piru, since dozens of parents have already 
indicated their intent to un-enroll their children if Piru becomes a charter school.) 27% of 
the closures were due to mismanagement. 14% of the closures were due to poor academic 
performance. 
Charter advocates routinely overstate the effectiveness of charter schools, cite only 
the data that supports their case, while rationalizing or ignoring data that undercuts their 
case. They like to cite only the studies or even just portions of studies (as you did in your 
last letter) that support their position, while ignoring the overall picture. 
I argued that “the body of research on charter schools is less than impressive,” and I 
absolutely stand behind that statement. The research on charter schools does not justify a 
radical change of governance and personnel in a school that is making solid academic 
gains. Piru charter advocates like to speak of converting Piru to a charter school as “the 
next step of school reform.” Variations of this phrase are repeated no less than seven 
times in their petition. Unfortunately, there is no compelling evidence that this next step 
would necessarily be an improvement. 
Incidentally, a group of parents and teachers from Piru recently visited Fenton Avenue 
Charter School in San Ferndando Valley. Fenton is characterized as “one of the oldest 
and most successful charter schools in the state of California” in a recent Gazette article 
about the trip. Now, I am sure Fenton is a nice school, but between 2007 and 2009 
Fenton’s API scores rose by exactly zero points. In fact, between 2007 and 2008 its score 
dropped seven points. The next year Fenton (“one of the most successful charter schools 
in the state”) regained those same seven points for a grand total of zero improvement. 
Over the same time frame, Piru (as a non charter school) saw its API scores climb by 71 
points. 
As noted in the Gazette article, Fenton has high percentages of students from Hispanic 
families, second language learners, and students receiving free or reduced lunch. This is 
likewise true of all the schools of Fillmore, including Sespe. Last school year, on the 
2009 API test Sespe scored 770 points. Fenton’s score was 747. 
There is an even closer match between the demographics of Fenton and Piru. In the 
words of Chris Pavik’s article on their trip, Fenton has demographics that “almost exactly 
mirror those of Piru School: 87% of the students qualify for free and reduced lunch, 54% 
are in the English as a Second Language program, and come from a primarily Hispanic 
community.” The two schools also have almost identical API scores. Fenton last year 
achieved an API score only eight points higher than Piru’s (747 for Fenton, compared to 
739 for Piru.) 
My point about district administration is that Fillmore is at almost exactly the median for 
a district of its size in both the number of administrators in the district, and the portion of 
district money allotted to administrative services. The claim, made by representatives of 
our teachers’ union, was that Fillmore is uniquely overstaffed compared to comparable 
districts, and that district administrators have given themselves huge raises, up to 48%. 
This is completely untrue. 
In the penultimate paragraph of your letter you credit me with saying that Piru is the most 
successful campus in the district. Unfortunately, you have habit of misquoting me. I 
never said Piru is the most successful campus in the district. 
Here is an exact quote of what I said in that regard: “Charter schools are typically started 
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for one of two reasons. 1.) The charter embodies a distinct educational vision, for 
example a commitment to open education, or an emphasis on technology or the arts; or 
2.) the charter replaces a failing school. It is hard to see for which of these reasons the 
Piru charter is being proposed. The philosophy and approaches to education articulated 
by the charter team seem perfectly fine, but not at all out of the mainstream of 
educational practice. And they have seen three years of solid growth in their state testing 
scores, so the school, in its present configuration and personnel could hardly be 
considered failing.” 
The jump from “three years of solid growth” and “hardly considered failing” to “the most 
successful campus in the district” is, I am afraid, a product of your still rather active 
imagination. (I won’t even discuss your odd penchant for conspiracy theories concerning 
John Garnica.) 
In terms of API test scores, the most successful elementary school in FUSD is Sespe. It 
has seen greater growth overall, and has achieved higher scores than any other 
elementary school in the district. Since the start of API testing in 1999, Sespe’s scores 
have climbed by 243 points. Piru, over the same time, improved by 197 points. Last year 
Piru and Sespe improved by almost identical amounts (fifty-two points for Piru; fifty-one 
for Sespe), but Sespe’s API score last year was also 31 points higher than Piru’s. Sespe 
had a score of 770, while Piru’s score was 739. 
I did not say, and do not agree, that Piru is the most successful school in FUSD. All the 
schools in FUSD are excellent, with terrific dedicated staffs. My point was that Piru has 
been experiencing success as part of Fillmore Unified. Your theory seems to be that if a 
school has been experiencing success, the best way to continue that success is to radically 
change the governance and personnel. 
In fact, your point about Los Angeles Unified converting schools into charter schools due 
to, as you say in your letter, “declining student achievement”, makes my point for me. 
Piru has not seen declining student achievement, but rather the reverse, as a part of 
FUSD. There is every expectation that it would continue to do so as part of FUSD. On 
the other hand, breaking apart a successful team of teachers and experimenting with a 
charter is a much riskier proposition. 
One last comment: It is unusual for any newspaper to publish anonymous letters. You 
have submitted two, and in both instances you harshly criticize me. You misquote me and 
mischaracterize my arguments. You accuse me of being a “hired gun” for the district, and 
“a true champion of the status quo.” You call my arguments “ridiculous” and “dumb.” 
And you have done all this from the safety of anonymity. 
This hardly seems fair. There are basic principles of fair play, and you are breaking them. 
I don’t mind being disagreed with. That is certainly your right in a democracy. But if you 
feel compelled to write another letter mentioning me, please have the courtesy and the 
courage to sign your name. 
 
Greg Spaulding 
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Greg Spaulding’s 12/24/09 Letter To the Fillmore Gazette 
http://www.fillmoregazette.com/letters/december-24th-2009 

 
To the Editor: 
In a December 10 letter, ashamed FUSD employee took me to task for not citing a 
Stanford CREDO report on charter schools in greater detail. This week, ashamed 
employee says the same Stanford report is fatally flawed and should be ignored. This new 
attitude is based on what ashamed employee refers to as “the Hoxby report.” There is no 
Hoxby report. What there is is a memo written by noted charter school advocate Caroline 
Hoxby. 
Ashamed employee refers to this memo as being “from Stanford University.” Caroline 
Hoxby is an economist at Stanford, but she wrote her memo all by herself. This is in no 
sense a report from the university. 
In contrast, the 2009 Stanford CREDO report, is a peer reviewed study. It was produced 
by CREDO, the Center for Research on Education Outcomes, and is widely considered 
the best and most detailed study of charter schools ever done. 
Hoxby, in her memo, accused the CREDO report of methodological flaws. This critique 
was answered in detail by the CREDO researchers in a paper called “Fact vs. Fiction: An 
Analysis of Dr. Hoxby’s Misrepresentation of CREDO’s Research.” They write: 
“The memo, “A Serious Statistical Mistake in the CREDO Study of Charter Schools,” by 
Caroline Hoxby, does not provide any basis whatsoever for discounting the reliability of 
the CREDO study’s conclusions. The central element of Dr. Hoxby’s critique is a 
statistical argument that is quite unrelated to the CREDO analysis. The numerical 
elements of it are misleading in the extreme, even had the supporting logic been correct. 
Unfortunately, the memo is riddled with serious errors both in the structure of the 
underlying statistical models and in the derivation of a bias.” 
Hoxby is controversial figure in academic circles, and her own work has been criticized 
for methodological flaws. She was the center of a controversy in 2005, when Professor 
Jesse Rothstein from Princeton flat out accused her of fudging data in a paper about 
charter schools. 
Ashamed employee suggests that we ignore the Stanford study (which looked at 70% of 
all charter school students in the United States.) Instead we are referred to a paper on the 
charter schools of New York City which just coincidentally happens to be co-written by 
the same Caroline Hoxby. This study itself asks the question, “Is New York City a typical 
environment for charter schools?” It also answers the question: “Nothing about New 
York City is typical!” 
Ashamed employee wants us to ignore the best and biggest study of charter schools ever 
conducted, because one controversial professor of economics wrote a memo critical of it, 
a memo that was systematically refuted by the authors of the report. Instead, we are 
supposed to extrapolate the results of a study by the same pro charter partisan about New 
York City’s charter schools, and assume we would get similar results in Piru. 
 
Greg Spaulding 
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Piru Elementary School Conditions
By Andy Arias
Created 01/26/2010 - 2:15pm

Piru Elementary School School
Inline Picture 1 Filename: 

Inline Picture 1 Caption: 
Pictures from the Piru Elementary PowerPoint presentation submitted to The Fillmore Gazette by
Andy Arias. The presentation was shown to Ventura County Office of Education Board Members
during their January 25th board meeting.
Inline Picture 2 Filename: 

In response to this document and parent 
complaints about the condition of the 
Piru School facilities, presented at the 
1/25/10 County Board meeting, County 
Board Member Dean Kunicki, who 
personally visited Piru School before the 
hearing, and deemed it to be in the worst 
condition he had ever seen at a public 
school, urges parents to file Williams Act 
complaints, and the County 
Superintendent hands parents Williams 
Complaint forms so that their facilities 
can be rectified.  These are filed.  
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County education board approves 
Bridges Charter School 
 By Marjorie Hernandez 
Posted February 17, 2010 at 8:50 a.m. , updated February 17, 2010 
at 2:48 p.m. 
 

 

http://www.vcstar.com/news/2010/feb/17/county-education-board-approves-

bridges-charter/ 

 

 

Comments » 16 

 

 

Chiwawa writes: 

WOW but Piru got denied...don't they want even the poor cities to achieve 

greatness?? I GUESS NOT!!!!! 

 February 17, 2010 

 11:38 a.m. 

 Suggest removal 

 Reply to this post 

literacynow writes: 

It sounds like the rich/white parents in Thousand Oaks get another charter 

school but the poor/hispanic parents in Piru do not. Discrimination is alive and 

well in Ventura County. 

 February 18, 2010 

 1:13 p.m. 

 Suggest removal 

 Reply to this post 

VCOE Board Member M.L. Peterson posted comments on the Ventura County Star website 
disparaging the Piru Charter School petitioners and repeating misrepresentations spread by 
District employees throughout the Piru and Rancho Sespe communities. Pertinent comments 
are in BOLD. 
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afamilia2005 writes: 
in response to literacynow: 

It sounds like the rich/white parents in Thousand Oaks get another 

charter school but the poor/hispanic parents in Piru do not. Discrimination 

is alive and well in Ventura County. 

Dido well said I totally agree how this was 100% discrimination against the 

community of Piru. 

 February 19, 2010 

 8:59 a.m. 

 Suggest removal 

 Reply to this post 

MLPeterson writes: 
Dear LiteracyNow: 

BRIDGES complied with 1090 and all other criteria. Piru Charter did not. 

I voted to deny the Piru Charter petition because: 

1. The PCS petitioners were unwilling to agree to comply with our 1090 conflict 

of interest Board policy. The petitioners on this and several other items were 

unwilling to compromise. Is it wise to approve a charter when there is an 

unwillingness to work together? 

2. The PCS petitioners' financial plan was unsound. Funding was based on 

these assumptions: Student enrollment of 386 students (Appendix K, page 95). 

With the overwhelming Piru parent and community opposition of the charter 

and the petitioners' testimony of the numbers of parents who had intention of 

enrolling, it is highly unlikely this conversion charter will come close to even a 

third that enrollment figure. The PCS petitioners alienated a significant number 

of parents and community groups. We received nearly 200 letters which 

included over 100 handwritten letters from Piru parents -- in addition to the 

parents who testified at the hearing -- who stated that they did not want their 

only elementary school in Piru to be converted into a charter. The petitioners' 

response to this was that "should the Charter authorize [sic], [FUSD] has plans 
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to supply a Piru bus to all schools" in Fillmore. This begs the question, "Do the 

petitioners plan to displace Piru residential students with out-of-district 

students?" If so, then their whole rationale -- improving the quality of education 

for Piru students (petitioners relied on test scores and their desire to help close 

their students' achievement gap) for converting Piru is moot. It appears the 

petitioners want to create a charter for purposes other than what is stated in the 

charter petition. The petitioners also alienated community members who have 

become increasingly important for schools to raise funding for enrichment 

programs; migrant education parents were also opposed not because of 

fear tactics by the district, as claimed, but rather because the petitioners 

through written correspondence and in testimony did not articulate a plan to 

build a collaborative relationship with parents and with migrant education 

specialists to maintain continuity in funding and programs. The petitioners' 

response re: their plan for migrant education funding was argumentative. 

3. The Piru Charter's educational plan is unsound. While the petitioners are 

accomplished educators, the educational plan for a school has significant 

problems. The petitioners lack the training and experience to implement 

their stated educational plan, and they do not present a sound plan to create 

the staff or support needed to implement the plan. There was no evidence 

that they had reached out into the community to create the kind of support 

needed to be successful in implementing their vision for their school. 

 February 21, 2010 

 10:26 p.m. 

 Suggest removal 

 Reply to this post 

concernedneighbor writes: 

I am always amazed how easily rich elected officials can find excuses for 

oppressing the poor and keeping them trapped in poverty, at the mercy of the 

bureaucracy. 

 February 22, 2010 

 9 a.m. 
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 Suggest removal 

 Reply to this post 

thinkinmom writes: 

Dear ML Peterson, I am a resident and parent in Piru, I attended a VC Board of 

Education public meeting wherein the Piru Charter School plan was 

addressed. It seemed to me that most of the parents who were there (who 

were bused in on a district bus)in opposition to the Charter had an intrinsic 

misunderstanding about what a Charter School is and how it would affect 

their childrens learning. Where did this misinformation come from?  Those 

teachers in support of the Charter are stepping out on a limb to improve the 

education of all the children in Piru. What a shame that parents are being 

misled, and encouraged to finger point about "not being included", get involved 

now, be a part of the dialogue about how to make Piru School better for the 

families that live here. It's not about whether or not you were included from the 

start, it's about whether you want to get involved now and build a better learning 

environment for the children of Piru.  Let's stop whining and model the type of 

behavior that we tell our children to strive for. Let's get down to creative problem 

solving and let go of the bickering.  The petitioners have actually been working 

to address all issues and financial concerns that have been brought up by the 

County, (even though many were based on lack of knowledge about new 

charter school legislation) they continue to want to work with all of those who 

truly want the best for the kids & families of Piru. 

Those who support Piru Charter School are not giving up. The State of 

California is a great supporter of Charter Schools, and I am planning to send 

my son to Piru Charter School in the fall. 

 March 2, 2010 

 4:01 p.m. 

 Suggest removal 

 Reply to this post 

MLPeterson writes: 
Dear ThinkinMom: 
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In your view, what was the "intrinsic misunderstanding" of the parents who 

opposed the Charter? In what ways did you see the Charter petitioners work to 

facilitate understanding among the various stakeholders? 

The conclusions the migrant parents drew are supported by the facts from 

the petition itself. Additionally, testimony from petitioners and parents (both in 

favor and in opposition) support the understanding that the petitioners drew up 

the petition without consulting migrant parents or many other parents and 

community members; instead, the testimony and all documentation indicate 

that the petition was created by a few passionate teachers and 

parent/community members in consultation with administrators/ managers 

from charters and charter organizations with the hope to persuade others to 

support it much later. The charter seemed to have been written for the 

community rather than with the community. Not surprisingly, many found that to 

be patronizing rather than empowering, as if they were being told, "You don't 

understand; we know what's best for you." 

It is my sincerest hope that the passion on both sides of this issue can be put 

to use in moving Piru beyond the current conflict and be used to build a 
stronger and more united Piru community. 
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