78-2-2010                                                           Attachment 1

Page 1 of 3
Attachment 1

Page 2 of 3
Attachment 1

Page 3 of 3

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GENERAL WAIVER REQUEST




First Time Waiver: 
X
GW-1 (Rev. 10-2-09) 
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/

Renewal Waiver:
___
Send Original plus one copy to: 




Send Electronic copy in Word and 


Waiver Office, California Department of Education

back-up material to: waiver@cde.ca.gov


1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814
	
	CD CODE
	

	3
	3
	6
	7
	0
	5
	8

	Local educational agency:

      Desert Sands Unified School District
	Contact name and Title:

Dr. Sharon McGehee, Superintendant
	Contact person’s e-mail address:Sharon.McGehee@dsusd.us


	Address:                                         (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

47-950 Dune Palms Rd            La Quinta                            CA                       92253
                                                                                                 
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

 760-760-771-8502
Fax Number: 760-771-8505

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From:   July 1, 2009   To:  June 30, 2011
	Local board approval date: (Required)

February 16, 2010 
	Date of public hearing:  (Required)

February 16, 2010

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Under the general waiver authority of Education Code 33050-33053, the particular Education Code or California

    Code of Regulations section(s) to be waived (number):  48000                                    Circle One:  EC  or  CCR

   Topic of the waiver:  Admission date for incoming kindergarten students

	2. If this is a renewal of a previously approved waiver, please list Waiver Number:   NO   and date of SBE Approval______ 

    Renewals of waivers must be submitted two months before the active waiver expires.

	3. Collective bargaining unit information. Does the district have any employee bargaining units?  No  Yes   If yes, 

     please complete required information below:

    Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s):   February 4, and 5, 2010.          

    Name of bargaining unit and representative(s) consulted:            

       Tom Burbank, Desert Sands Teachers Association President
    The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):  __  Neutral   __  Support  X  Oppose (Please specify why)
        Lora Lee, President, California School Employees Association 

    The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):   X   Neutral   __  Support  __ Oppose (Please specify why) 

    Comments (if appropriate):  

    

	4. Public hearing requirement:  A public hearing is not simply a board meeting, but a properly noticed public hearing held

    during a board meeting at which time the public may testify on the waiver proposal. Distribution of local board agenda does 

    not constitute notice of a public hearing. Acceptable ways to advertise include: (1) print a notice that includes the time, 

    date, location, and subject of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation; or (2) in small school districts, post a formal 

    notice at each school and three public places in the district.

    How was the required public hearing advertised?

    X    Notice in a newspaper   X  Notice posted at each school   ___ Other: (Please specify)  

	5. Advisory committee or school site councils. Please identify the council(s) or committee that reviewed this waiver:  
        Date the committee/council reviewed the waiver request: 

                February 9, 2010
        Were there any objection(s)?  No ​ X   Yes ___    (If there were objections please specify)  
        This item was agendized by the George Washington Charter School Governing Board.  At it’s February 9th meeting , the board     voted unanimously in support of having September 1st as the cutoff date for incoming kindergarten students.


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GENERAL WAIVER REQUEST
GW-1 (10-2-09)
	6. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived. If the request is to waive a portion of a section, type the text of the pertinent sentence of the law, or those exact phrases requested to be waived (use a strike out key). 

48000. (a)  A child shall be admitted to a kindergarten at the beginning of a school year, or at any later time in the same year if the child will have his or her fifth birthday on or before December 2 of that school year. 


	7. Desired outcome/rationale. Describe briefly the circumstances that brought about the request and why the waiver is necessary to achieve improved student performance and/or streamline or facilitate local agency operations. If more space is needed, please attach additional pages.
George Washington Charter School’s charter petition was approved by the Desert Sands Unified School District Board of Education in July of 1994. We have had three successful renewals. The school has made significant academic growth since the inception of State Standards, and the Academic Performance Index (API).  George Washington Charter School has an API of 915. Our state ranking is 9, and similar schools ranking is 7. George Washington Charter School has been recognized as a California Distinguished School in 1998 and 2004. We are currently awaiting a site validation visit in March, with the hope of receiving distinguished school recognition once again, for 2010. 
When our initial charter petition was written the staff and other stakeholder groups felt strongly that a student entering kindergarten should turn five on or before September first. In section two of our charter petition, the following language reflects our rationale: 

 (see insert)


	8. Demographic Information: 

George Washington Charter School has a student population of 727 and is located in a small city in Riverside County.



	Is this waiver associated with an apportionment related audit penalty? (per EC 41344)    No  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding)

Has there been a Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) finding on this issue? No  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CPM  finding)                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.



	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:


	Title:  Superintendent
Dr. Sharon McGehee
	Date:



	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:


	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:


	Date:




Washington Charter School
7. (continuing) 

We believe that a child’s readiness for school is a prerequisite for successful academic achievements and the development of a healthy self esteem; therefore, we will enroll students for kindergarten who are five years old on or before September 1st.  Exceptions to this will be considered if the child passes a kindergarten students will, for whom exceptions have been made, attend the first month of school on a probationary basis to ascertain their social and academic readiness and level of maturity. 

Our rationale for moving the cutoff date to September first was multi-fold. We want each child to reach his/her academic potential and to be self confident lifelong learners. Prior to 1994, many students entered kindergarten and were not ready academically, but more often socially for kindergarten. At the end of the school year many parents opted to have their child repeat kindergarten. Many stated they wished they had given their child the gift of another year of preschool. 

We have a provision in our charter for parents to apply for an exemption. About one half of the students who are administered our readiness test meet the criteria to enter kindergarten. Since 1994, the number of students repeating kindergarten has dropped significantly. Feedback from parents and staff has been positive not only in kindergarten, but in subsequent grade levels. 

As principal of Washington Charter School, I take full responsibility for not being aware that we are not permitted to change the kindergarten cutoff date based on education code 47610.  Once I became aware that we were in violation of education code 48000, I contacted multiple individuals at CDE to get advice on appropriate next steps. 
Thank you for considering our waiver request. 










