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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2010 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Other Federal Programs, Including, but not limited to, School Improvement Grant, Title III Monitoring Response, Review of 29 Local Educational Agencies in Program Improvement Corrective Action (Cohort 3) Revised Local Educational Agency Plans, Title I Monitoring Review, and the California Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program.
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	Action
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	Information
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	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. No specific action is recommended at this time.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This is a routine item when the CDE advises the SBE on new or recent developments relating to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and other federal programs.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Update on the School Improvement Grant (SIG)
Following the August 24, 2010, SBE meeting, local educational agencies (LEAs) that required a budget adjustment submitted revised SIG budget(s) and implementation chart(s) to match the adjusted amounts approved by the SBE at its August 24, 2010, meeting. In addition, those LEAs needing to make budget adjustments have signed and submitted an additional assurance that the reduction in 2009–10 SIG funding from the amount initially requested by the LEA will not interfere with its ability to fulfill all required elements of the selected intervention model(s) for its SIG-funded school(s). These revisions and assurances were verified by CDE and Department of Finance staff and made available for review by the U.S. Department of Education (ED) on September 20, 2010. ED staff responded with questions about revisions and CDE staff provided requested information. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


On September 30, 2010, and October 13, 2010, ED provided CDE verbal and written approval, respectively, of the SBE Option One request for a waiver of the requirement to reserve 25 percent of current-year SIG funding (see Attachment 1). Following ED approval that same day, LEAs that had been approved for funding were notified by CDE that SIG Grant Award Notification (GAN) letters were mailed on September 30, 2010. In addition, each SIG LEA recipient received directions to: 1) sign and return the GAN immediately; and 2) provide the CDE with an electronic link to the LEA’s revised LEA Plan and Single Plan for Student Achievement for each participating school.
Update on Title III Monitoring Response

On March 31, 2010, the ED responded to California’s submission of its responses to the federal findings for the Title III program. The ED requested additional information as part 
of the iterative process. CDE responded to the request for additional information (see Attachment 2) on budgetary oversight over Title III allowable expenditures, the reallocation of Title III funds, updating LEA Plans, funding of the English Language Learning Acquisition and Development Pilot Program evaluation, and funding translation costs with Title III funds. 
Update on Review of 29 LEAs in PI Corrective Action (Cohort 3) Revised LEA Plans
Per SBE direction, LEAs posted the final version of the LEA Plan on their local Web site (consistent with 2009–10 practice). Web links to these LEA Plans have been posted on the CDE LEA Plans for LEAs in PI Year 3 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ti/leaplanpiyr3.asp. Staff is currently reviewing the first 
quarterly reports, documenting implementation of Corrective Action 6 for the 29 LEAs in Cohort 3.

Update on Title I Monitoring Review
On October 7, 2010, the CDE received an e-mail from ED including the response to the CDE report submitted in June responding to the February 22–26, 2010, onsite monitoring visit. As part of the ongoing monitoring process, the CDE is expected to provide an updated status report to the ED within 30 to 35 business days of receipt of the ED letter.
On May 10, 2010, the ED sent CDE its final Report of Findings and Recommendations to the February 22–26, 2010, onsite monitoring visit. CDE, in consultation with the SBE, and as authorized by President Mitchell, submitted its response to ED on June 28, 2010.
On April 1, 2010, the CDE received a draft report from ED of the Title I onsite monitoring visit. CDE provided ED with technical comments and edits to the draft report on April 8, 2010.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Update California Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy (SRCL) Program 
The 2010 federal fiscal year Appropriations Act provides $250 million under Section 1520 of ESEA. The amount of the formula grants to States will depend on their share of funds under Title I, Part A, with no state receiving less than $150,000. It is anticipated that California will receive approximately $727, 892 in funds for fiscal year 2010–11. 

The CDE, SBE, and Office of Secretary of Education (OSE) staff, prepared the formula grant portion of the California SRCL application, and submitted it to ED on September 30, 2010. Included in the Application are the Application Coversheet (Attachment 4), Application Assurances (Attachment 5), and Grant Application (Attachment 6). 

Each state educational agency that is awarded a formula grant under this program must establish a State Literacy Team, whose members have expertise in literacy development and education for children from birth through grade 12. This team is to assist the State in developing a comprehensive state literacy plan. The CDE, SBE, and OSE staff met in September to begin the discussion on prospective literacy team members, qualifications, and initial membership. Upon ED approval of the submitted initial application, the State Literacy Team will be appointed and begin the collaborative 

effort of developing the state literacy plan, which must be submitted by February 1, 2011 to ED. 

The remaining $240 million of the California SRCL funds will be distributed to states through competitive discretionary grants. The purpose of the SRCL discretionary grant is to create a comprehensive state literacy program to advance literacy skills, including pre-literacy skills, reading, and writing, for students from birth through grade twelve, and will include English learner students and students with disabilities. Each state’s literacy plan will be considered by ED in determining discretionary grant awards.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Any state or LEA that does not abide by the mandates or provisions of ESEA is at risk of losing federal funding.

The California SRCL formula grant will provide an estimated $750,000 for fiscal year 2010–11.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Approval Letter, dated October 13, 2010, from the U.S. Department of Education for the School Improvement Grant Waiver (2 Pages)
Attachment 2: September 27, 2010, Follow Up and Additional Evidence to the Title III Federal Monitoring Letter Received March 31, 2010 (7 Pages)

	ATTACHMENT(S) (Cont.)


Attachment 3: Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program Application Cover Sheet (1 Page)
Attachment 4: State Literacy Team Membership Assurances (3 Pages)

Attachment 5: California Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program State Formula Grant Application (6 Pages)
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