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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2010 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Elementary and Secondary Education Act: Initial Trustee Report, Including an Identification of Problems and Recommendations for Improving Student Performance in Round Valley Unified School District. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. No specific action is recommended at this time.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


On June 11, 2010, the SBE received an Information Memorandum transmitting a progress report from Paul Tichinin, Mendocino County Superintendent of Schools (MCSS) and the State Trustee for Round Valley Unified School District. The report was to be presented to the SBE at its July 2010 meeting but was delayed. 
On March 11, 2010, the SBE approved the CDE’s recommendation to assign RVUSD Corrective Action 3 and Correction Action 6, as modified by the SBE in January 2010, as follows: 
· The MCSS was assigned as the Trustee for RVUSD for a period of not less than three years,
· The Trustee was granted “stay and rescind” powers over the local governing board, and 
· The Trustee was charged with identifying and contracting with a District Assistance and Intervention Team (DAIT) to work with RVUSD to implement Corrective Action 6. 
The SBE appointed Mr. Paul Tichinin, MCSS, as Trustee and affirmed the role of Dennis Ivey as Interim Superintendent Recovery Specialist for RVUSD, and directed them to return to the July 2010 SBE meeting to report on the local educational agency (LEA) and any progress made by the Trustee.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.) 


In January 2010, the SBE heard evidence from 8 of the 29 Cohort 3 LEAs in Program Improvement (PI) Year 3 regarding local actions being taken to address the reasons each LEA is in PI. The SBE then requested that LEA staff from RVUSD and two other districts return to the March 2010 SBE meeting to discuss the most appropriate action to improve student achievement in schools in their LEAs. In addition, the SBE adopted a revised definition of Corrective Action 6 and assigned it to 26 of the 29 LEAs in PI Year 3. Consistent with California Education Code (EC) Section 52055.57(c), the 26 LEAs were required to revise and submit their LEA Plans to reflect implementation of Corrective Action 6 and any DAIT recommendations.
In November 2009, the SBE adopted objective criteria described in California EC Section 52055.57(d) and, based upon those criteria, individually assigned differentiated technical assistance categories to 26 of 30 LEAs identified in 2009 as in PI Year 3 Corrective Action. The SBE directed the CDE to notify these LEAs of their opportunity to address the SBE at its January 2010 SBE meeting. 
At the September 2009 SBE meeting, the CDE notified the SBE that 30 LEAs had advanced to PI Corrective Action based upon the release of the Accountability Progress Report and recommended that the SBE approve a revised definition of Corrective Action 6.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The June 11, 2010, Information Memorandum submitted to the Board included a written update of progress in the Round Valley Unified School District by Paul Tichinin, State Trustee for RVUSD. Since that date, there has been an unanticipated change in leadership that caused Mr. Tichinin to question whether key reform efforts will be able to sustain momentum. At Mr. Tichinin’s request on August 30, 2010, SBE and CDE staff participated in a conference call with him and Dennis Ivey, Acting RVUSD Superintendent, to hear their concerns.

Mr. Tichinin and Mr. Ivey will present their issues and recommendations for RVUSD to the SBE.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Costs associated with payment of the Trustee will be borne by the LEA. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: September 1, 2010, Letter from Paul Tichinin, Trustee for Round Valley Unified School District (3 Pages)
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