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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2010 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Elementary and Secondary Education Act: Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program; Submission of the State Application for the Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program Under Part E, Section 1502.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The State Board of Education (SBE) staff recommends that the SBE authorize the SBE President to do the following, as appropriate:
· Work with the California Department of Education (CDE) and SBE staff to complete the California Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program (SRCL) Application;

· Sign and submit the SRCL Application that is due to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) by September 30, 2010; and 

· Work jointly with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and the California Secretary of Education to select a minimum of nine members of the California SRCL State Literacy Team.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION ANDANDACTIONACTION


This is a new federal program; therefore, there is no previous SBE discussion or action.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES 


On August 26, 2010, the SBE, the Office of the Secretary of Education, and CDE staff attended a webinar hosted by ED to inform states of the SRCL, a new federal literacy initiative. The SRCL program is authorized as part of the FY 2010 Consolidated Appropriations Act (Public Law No. 111-117) under the Title I demonstration authority Part E, Section 1502 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
The FY Appropriations Act provides $250 million under Section 1520 of ESEA to develop a comprehensive literacy and education program to advance literacy skills for students from birth through grade 12. The Act reserves $10 million for formula grants to assist States in: 1) creating or maintaining a SRCL State Literacy Team with expertise in literacy development and education for children birth through grade 12; and 2) developing a comprehensive literacy plan. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (continued)


Eligible applicants are State Education Agencies (SEAs). To receive a formula grant under SRCL, the SEA must complete and submit an application to the ED by September 30, 2010. The submission will include a narrative response to each of the six questions identified under the heading, “Specific Application Contents” (no more than 5 pages), the signed coversheet, and two signed assurance forms. The following are the six questions in the state applications to which a narrative response is required:

1. Does the SEA currently have a State Literacy Team?
a. If yes, please describe the current State Literacy Team including membership and how members were selected, areas of expertise of each team member, team or team members’ involvement in current and/or past literacy initiatives, and lessons learned from the work of the Team.
b. If no, describe the SEA’s plan for establishing a State Literacy Team, including how members will be selected.
2. Describe how each member of the State Literacy Team meets the requirement to have expertise in the area of literacy development and education for children from birth through grade 12.  
3. Describe how the State will ensure that the State Literacy Team includes representatives from different agencies and organizations including the SEA, local education agency, higher education and the research community. 

4. Describe how the State Literacy Team will assist the SEA in developing a comprehensive literacy plan and what other functions it may serve.
5. Describe how the State Literacy Team will be managed and how decisions will be made.
6. Describe how the State will coordinate work of the State Literacy Team with other related teams, such as the Early Childhood Advisory Council, the Title I Committee of Practitioners, and State higher education committees.

The literacy plan will be reviewed by the ED and is due to the ED by February 1, 2011. Each SEA that is awarded a grant under this program must establish a State Literacy Team, whose members have expertise in literacy development and education for children from birth through grade 12. This team is to assist the State in developing a comprehensive state literacy plan.

The amount of the formula grants to States will depend on their share of funds under Title I, Part A, with no State receiving less than $150,000. It is anticipated that California will receive approximately $750,000 in funds for fiscal year 2010-11. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (continued)


The remaining $240 milling of the SRCL funds will be distributed to states through competitive discretionary grants. The purpose of the SRCL discretionary grant is to create a comprehensive state literacy program to advance literacy skills, including pre-

literacy skills, reading, and writing, for students from birth through grade 12, and will include limited English-proficient students and students with disabilities. Each state’s literacy plan will be considered by ED in determining discretionary grant awards.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The California SRCL formula grant will provide an estimated $750,000 for fiscal year 2010-11.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: 
Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program State Formula Grant Application, FY 2010-11 (12 Pages).
Attachment 2: 
SRCL Program Webinar Power Point presentation presented by ED on August 26, 2010 (16 Pages).
