clab-aaad-sep10item04

Attachment 2

Page 1 of 3

INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS
CAHSEE - Implementation of Alternative Means
INTRODUCTION
The proposed revision of the California Code of Regulations, title 5, extends the implementation date of alternative means to the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) for eligible students with disabilities (SWDs) established in California Education Code section 60852.2, from January 1, 2011, to July 1, 2012.

The State Board of Education (SBE) is required by the provisions of Education Code sections 60852.1 and 60852.2 to consider options for alternative means by which eligible SWDs may demonstrate the same level of academic achievement in the content standards in English-language arts (ELA) or mathematics, or both, required for passage of the CAHSEE. At its July 2010 meeting the SBE determined that alternative means are feasible. Therefore, the SBE will adopt regulations that will include appropriate timelines and the manner in which students and local educational agencies are notified of the results of the alternative means assessment . Education Code section 60852.2(b) specifies a January 1, 2011, implementation date for the alternative means, unless the SBE, by regulation, extends this date by up to two years.
The SBE, at its July 2010 meeting, determined that alternative means to the CAHSEE for eligible SWDs are feasible, but determined that a delay from January 1, 2011, to July 1, 2012, is necessary for the appropriate implementation of alternative means. 

SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF EACH SECTION—GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 11346.2(b)(1)
The specific purpose of each adoption or amendment, and the rationale for the determination that each adoption or amendment is reasonably necessary to carry out the purpose for which it is proposed, together with a description of the public problem, administrative requirement, or other condition or circumstance that each adoption or amendment is intended to address, is as follows:

Proposed section 1216.1 is added to specify the implementation date of alternative means to the CAHSEE by which eligible SWDs may demonstrate the same level of academic achievement in the content standards in ELA and mathematics, required for passage of the CAHSEE. This is necessary to allow for the appropriate implementation of the alternative means, which has not yet been determined with sufficient specificity by the SBE. This is also necessary to provide clarity to ensure that eligible SWDs in the Classes of 2011 and 2012 may continue to use the provisions of Education Code section 60852.3, exempting them from the CAHSEE requirement, until the alternative means has been implemented.
OTHER REQUIRED SHOWINGS—GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 
11346.2(b)(2)–(4)
Studies, Reports, or Documents Relied Upon—Government Code Section 11346.2(b)(2):
The SBE relied on various information in reaching its conclusion that alternative means are feasible, and that eligible SWDs could demonstrate the same level of academic achievement in the content standards in ELA and mathematics, or both, required for passage of the CAHSEE. The following information was considered:
· The 2007 California Department of Education report, Considered Courses of Action for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) for Students with Disabilities Who Have Met All Other Graduation Requirements, was included in a presentation on the background of alternative means provided to the SBE at its May 2010 meeting. The May 2010 item can be found at the SBE Agenda—May 2010 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr10/agenda201005.asp.

· The 2008 Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) report examining what schools were doing to support special populations as they attempted to meet the CAHSEE requirement, California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) Special Populations Study. This report may be found on the CDE CAHSEE Independent Evaluation Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/evaluations.asp. 

· The 2010 American Institutes for Research analysis performed pursuant to the Kidd (Chapman) settlement agreement on SWDs who had taken the CAHSEE with modifications and/or accommodations specified in their respective IEPs or Section 504 plans, and who had not passed the CAHSEE, but who had satisfied, or would satisfy, all other requirements for high school graduation, Independent Evaluation Study of Certain Students Who Used Modifications and/or Accommodations on the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) Final Report. This report may be found on the CDE CAHSEE Independent Evaluation Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/evaluations.asp.
· HumRRO’s 2010 analysis of the panel’s recommended alternative means, Exploration of Alternative Means for Students with Disabilities to Meet the CAHSEE Requirement. The results of this analysis were provided to the SBE in the form of a PowerPoint presentation at its July 2010 meeting. The July 2010 item can be found on the SBE Agenda—July 2010 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/main201007.asp. 
Reasonable Alternatives Considered Or Agency’s Reasons for Rejecting Those Alternatives—Government Code Section 11346.2(b)(3)(A):
No other alternatives were presented to or considered by the SBE.
Reasonable Alternatives That Would Lessen Any Adverse Impact On Small Business—Government Code Section 11346(b)(3)(B):
The SBE has not identified any alternatives that would lessen any adverse impact on small business.

Evidence Relied Upon to Support the Initial Determination That the Regulation Will Not Have a Significant Adverse Economic Impact on Business—Government Code Section 11346.2(b)(4):
The proposed regulations would not have a significant adverse economic impact on any business because they relate only to school districts and eligible students with disabilities.
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