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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2010 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Inclusion of Middle School Dropouts in the Academic Performance Index – Approve Commencement of the 15-Day Public Comment Period for Proposed Changes to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 1039.1.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take the following actions:
· Approve the proposed changes to the proposed regulations;

· Direct that the proposed changes be circulated for a 15-day public comment period in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act;

· If no relevant comments to the proposed changes are received during the 15-day public comment period, the proposed regulations with changes are deemed adopted, and the California Department of Education (CDE) is directed to complete the rulemaking package and submit it to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for approval; 

· If any relevant comments to the proposed changes are received during the 15-day public comment period, the CDE is directed to place the proposed regulations on the SBE’s November 2010 agenda for action; and

· Authorize the CDE to take any necessary ministerial action to respond to any direction or concern expressed by the OAL during its review of the rulemaking file.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In May 2010, the SBE took action to begin the rulemaking process for the adoption of regulations pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 52052.1 that would allow for the inclusion of middle school dropouts in the Academic Performance Index (API). The 45-day public comment period for the proposed regulations opened on May 22, 2010, and closed on July 6, 2010.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Twenty-eight comments were received on the proposed regulations during the 45-day public comment period. Responses to relevant public comments and changes to the regulations based on public comment are addressed in the Final Statement of Reasons.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


An updated Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement is provided as Attachment 3.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Final Statement of Reasons (11 Pages) 
Attachment 2: Proposed regulations (3 Pages)
Attachment 3: Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement (4 Pages)
FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

INCLUSION OF MIDDLE SCHOOL DROPOUTS IN THE ACADEMIC 

PERFORMANCE INDEX

UPDATE OF INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

A public hearing was held on July 6, 2010, at the California Department of Education (CDE) at 9:00 a.m. Two individuals attended; one individual provided comments. 

The comment period ended at 5:00 p.m. on July 6, 2010, and 27 written comments were received. The comments are addressed as follows:

SUMMARY AND RESPONSE TO COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE INITIAL NOTICE PERIOD OF MAY 21, 2010 THROUGH JULY 6, 2010, INCLUSIVE.

Kathe Barnes; 
Kerry Beauchaine, Superintendent/Principal, Oak Valley Union Elementary School District; 
Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District; 
Cindy Freeman, Principal, Mira Loma Middle School; 
Creig Nicks, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services, Moorpark Unified School District and President of the Association of California School Administrators Middle Grades Council; 
Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 
Ed Resnick, Principal, Hans Christensen Middle School

Comment:  Grade nine summer dropouts are not middle school dropouts because the middle school successfully promoted the student to grade nine.

Reject: Although grade nine summer dropouts successfully completed grade eight, they did not appear in grade nine. Grade nine summer dropouts must be attributed to either the grade eight or grade nine school. According to Senator Steinberg, the intent of Education Code section 52052.1 is to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the middle school rather than the high school. Therefore, in order for these regulations to be consistent with the intent of the underlying statute, the CDE continues to recommend grade nine summer dropouts be attributed to the middle school.
Kim Baker, Principal, Rio Vista Middle School; 
Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District; 
Creig Nicks, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services, Moorpark Unified School District and President of the Association of California School Administrators Middle Grades Council; 
Craig Wheaton, Ed. D., Superintendent, Visalia Unified School District

Comment:  The middle school has no authority over the student once he or she has graduated. Therefore, grade nine summer dropouts should not be attributed to the middle school.

Reject: Although grade nine summer dropouts successfully completed grade eight and are not enrolled in any school, grade nine summer dropouts must be attributed to either the grade eight or grade nine school. According to Senator Steinberg, the intent of Education Code section 52052.1 is to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the middle school rather than the high school. 

Kim Baker, Principal, Rio Vista Middle School; 
Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 
Lorin Wilson; 
Craig Wheaton, Ed. D., Superintendent, Visalia Unified School District

Comment: It is inaccurate to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the grade eight school.
Reject: Grade nine summer dropouts must be attributed to either the grade eight or grade nine school. To attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the grade eight school is consistent with the intent of the underlying statute. 
Kim Baker, Principal, Rio Vista Middle School; 
Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District; 
Sherry Skelly Griffith, Association of California School Administrators; 
Richard Lloyd, Association of California Administrators member; 
S. Moon; 
Susan C. Parks, Ed.D., Superintendent, San Gabriel Unified School District; 
Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 
Dan Scudero, Principal, American Canyon Middle School; 
Mark Sontag, Curriculum Coordinator for Math and Science, Irvine Unified School District; 
Craig Wheaton,  Ed. D., Superintendent, Visalia Unified School District; 
Jordan White, GATE/Categorical Programs, Rocklin Unified School District; Marcus W. Wood, Principal, John Glenn Middle School of International Studies; Lorin Wilson

Comment: Current law does not give the statutory authority to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the grade eight school. 

Reject:  Grade nine summer dropouts must be attributed to either the grade eight or grade nine school. In order for the regulations to be consistent with the intent of underlying statute, grade nine summer dropouts must be attributed to the grade eight school.
Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District; 
S. Moon; 
Susan C. Parks, Ed.D., Superintendent, San Gabriel Unified School District; 
Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 
Dan Scudero, Principal, American Canyon Middle School; 
Sherry Skelly Griffith, Association of California School Administrators; 
Mark Sontag, Curriculum Coordinator for Math and Science, Irvine Unified School District; 
Marcus W. Wood, Principal, John Glenn Middle School of International Studies

Comment: A grade nine summer dropout is no longer enrolled in grade eight and therefore, may not be attributed to the middle school under current law.
Reject: Although grade nine summer dropouts are not enrolled in either the middle school or high school, students who drop out must be attributed to either the grade eight or grade nine school. According to Senator Steinberg, the intent of Education Code section 52052.1 is to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the middle school rather than the high school. 

Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District; 
S. Moon; 
Susan C. Parks, Ed.D., Superintendent, San Gabriel Unified School District; 
Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 

Dan Scudero, Principal, American Canyon Middle School; 
Sherry Skelly Griffith, Association of California School Administrators; 
Mark Sontag, Curriculum Coordinator for Math and Science, Irvine Unified School District; 
Marcus W. Wood, Principal, John Glenn Middle School of International Studies

Comment: It is inaccurate to attribute a grade nine summer dropout to the grade eight school because ensuring attendance of a student who is transitioning between middle and high school is the responsibility of the school district of residence, not the school.

Reject: The regulations accurately attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the grade eight school. According to Senator Steinberg, the intent of Education Code section 52052.1 is to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the middle school at the school level, and is not sufficient to capture the student at the local educational agency (LEA) level.

Jan Christenson, Superintendent, Redwood City School District; 
Jane Yuster, Director of Testing and Assessment, Redwood City School District

Comment: The attribution of grade nine summer dropouts to grade eight is in conflict with National Center for Education Statistics regulations.
Reject:  The National Center for Education Statistics provides technical guidelines for the attribution of summer dropouts when building files for submission through the Education Data Exchange Network. However, these guidelines are not law. According to Senator Steinberg, the intent of Education Code section 52052.1 is to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the middle school.

Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 
Jane Yuster, Director of Testing and Assessment, Redwood City School District

Comment: Dropouts should be attributed to the high school to which they were promoted.
Reject: Summer dropouts may be attributed to the middle school or to the high school to which the student was promoted. According to Senator Steinberg, the intent of Education Code section 52052.1 is to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the middle school.

Anthony Avina, Associate Professor, Cal Poly Pomona

Comment: High schools should not be held responsible for social promotions from the middle school.
Accept: These regulations attribute middle school dropouts to the middle school rather than the high school and in so doing are consistent with the legislative intent of the authorizing statute.

Jean Dehner, Retired Administrator

Comment: California’s educational data system cannot accurately track student enrollment. Dropouts should not be included in the Academic Performance Index (API) until student enrollment can be tracked accurately through the data system.
Reject: The state data system relies on LEAs to provide accurate data. Once these data are collected pursuant to Education Code sections 52052 and 52052.1, dropouts must be included in the API.
Susan C. Parks, Ed.D., Superintendent, San Gabriel Unified School District; 
Jan Christenson, Superintendent, Redwood City School District; 
Jane Yuster, Director of Testing and Assessment, Redwood City School District; Kirsti Smith, Principal, Murray Middle School

Comment: The resources are not available to schools and districts to determine if a student is a dropout and ensure good data are collected. 

Reject: LEAs are required to collect and report accurate dropout data pursuant to Education Code section 52052.1. 
Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District

Comment: K-8 administrators are not involved in the process of tracking down students that complete grade eight and do not show up for grade nine. It is the responsibility of the district and the high school.
Reject:  This law provides additional incentives for middle schools to become involved in the process of tracking down grade nine summer dropouts. According to Senator Steinberg, the intent of Education Code section 52052.1 is to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the middle school.

Kathe Barnes; 
Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District; 
Jan Christenson, Superintendent, Redwood City School District; 
Jane Yuster, Director of Testing and Assessment, Redwood City School District; Billie L. DaVolt, Principal, Lakeland Village Middle School; 
Jean Dehner, Retired Administrator; 
Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 
Ed Resnick, Principal, Hans Christensen Middle School;

Kirsti Smith, Principal, Murray Middle School

Comment: It is very difficult to track down students once a student leaves the LEA. Schools should not be penalized for not being able to track students. 
Reject: Although it may be difficult to track students, LEAs are required to collect and report accurate dropout data. 
Kathleen Howard, Superintendent, Soquel Union Elementary District

Comment: High schools will not have the motivation to spend staff time to track down the whereabouts of grade eight completers who are coming from another LEA because that student will not show up on their dropout rate. 

Reject: This law would provide incentives to middle schools to track down dropouts. According to Senator Steinberg, the intent of Education Code section 52052.1 is to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the middle school.

Kathleen Howard, Superintendent, Soquel Union Elementary District

Comment: The LEA will not have the opportunity to correct records for students who leave the LEA and do not show up for grade nine in another LEA. High schools should inform the sending LEA if students do not show or LEAs should be informed through the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) in a timely manner at the beginning of the school year so the sending LEA can find the student before a long period of time elapses, making it more difficult to track down the student.

Accept: The LEA will have the opportunity to review the middle school dropout report in DataQuest and will be provided with a student-level dropout report through CALPADS prior to submitting final dropout data to the CDE. These checks are already in place and therefore, no change is necessary.
Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District; 
Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 
S. Moon; 
Dan Scudero, Principal, American Canyon Middle School; 
Susan C. Parks, Ed.D., Superintendent, San Gabriel Unified School District; Sherry Skelly Griffith, Association of California School Administrators; 
Mark Sontag, Curriculum Coordinator for Math and Science, Irvine Unified School District; 
Marcus W. Wood, Principal, John Glenn Middle School of International Studies

Comment: Middle schools with grade nine students (e.g., 6-9, 7-9, etc.) should include the number of grade nine academic year dropouts in their dropout rate. 
Accept: The regulations do not address the issue of dropouts in middle schools with grade 9 as the highest grade. The regulations will be revised to include a one-year grade nine dropout rate that includes grade nine academic year dropouts and grade ten summer dropouts for schools that offer through grade nine with grade nine enrollment. 

According to Senator Steinberg, the intent of Education Code section 52052.1 is to create incentives for middle schools to address the issue of dropouts as students transition between middle and high school. In order to be consistent with the intent of the law, grade ten summer dropouts must be included in the API and should be attributed to the middle school when the school includes grade nine and has grade nine enrollment.
Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District; 
Sherry Skelly Griffith, Association of California School Administrators; 
S. Moon; 
Susan C. Parks, Ed.D., Superintendent, San Gabriel Unified School District; 
Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 
Dan Scudero, Principal, American Canyon Middle School; 
Mark Sontag, Curriculum Coordinator for Math and Science, Irvine Unified School District; 
Marcus W. Wood, Principal, John Glenn Middle School of International Studies

Comment: A pupil should not be considered a grade eight academic year dropout or grade nine summer dropout if he or she was expelled.
Reject: In the event a student was expelled, the student would be expected to enroll in another school. If, however, the student does not enroll in another school, the student is considered a dropout and must be attributed to the last school in which he or she was enrolled. 

Susan Brothers, Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services, Washington Unified School District; 
Sherry Skelly Griffith, Association of California School Administrators; 
S. Moon; 
Susan C. Parks, Ed.D., Superintendent, San Gabriel Unified School District; 
Karen Poppen, Superintendent, Keyes Union School District; 
Dan Scudero, Principal, American Canyon Middle School; 
Mark Sontag, Curriculum Coordinator for Math and Science, Irvine Unified School District; 
Marcus W. Wood, Principal, John Glenn Middle School of International Studies

Comment: Enrollment for calculating the dropout rate of middle schools should be equal to the number of grade eight academic year dropouts. Enrollment for the purpose of calculating the Dropout Rate for the school district of residence should be equal to the number of prospective grade nine pupils that have not enrolled in a high school of residence and do not meet the exemptions pursuant to section 1039.1
Reject: Those who have commented have defined the middle school dropout rate as the number of grade eight academic year dropouts (numerator) divided by the number of grade eight academic year dropouts (denominator). If this definition of the dropout rate were used, the resulting rate would be 100 percent. 
In order for the middle school dropout rate to be accurate, the denominator of the middle school dropout rate must be redefined to account for the total number of grade eight students enrolled in the school, not just the number of grade eight academic year dropouts. 

Those who have commented would like grade eight academic year dropouts and grade nine summer dropouts included in the numerator of the LEA dropout rate. The denominator (enrollment) includes only the number of prospective grade nine students who have not enrolled in the high school of residence. Enrollment in the denominator of the LEA rate must include a count of the total number of prospective grade nine students, not just the number of grade nine summer dropouts. 
The LEA rate, as defined by the commenter, would result in a 100 percent dropout rate. 

Enrollment must be redefined in this rate to account for the total number of prospective grade nine students in the LEA.

Susan C. Parks, Ed.D., Superintendent, San Gabriel Unified School District

Comment:  Non-assessment indicators such as dropouts should not be incorporated into the API. It will reduce the credibility of the index.

Reject:  The API was created to accommodate the inclusion of non-assessment indicators such as graduation and dropout rates. Pursuant to Education Code section 52052(a) up to forty percent of the API may come from non-assessment results.

Student Programs and Services Steering Committee, California County Superintendents Educational Services Association: Wendell Callahan, San Diego County Office of Education
Comment: The inclusion of dropout data in the API may reduce the accuracy of the API because dropout data do not meet the reliability and validity standards of current assessment data that are used to create the API. Specifically, dropout data are not reported in a timely manner through CALPADS and there is no standardized and accurate method for accounting for eight and nine grade summer dropouts.

Reject: The CDE provides guidance to LEAs to ensure accurate data are collected and reported through the CALPADS. LEAs will have the opportunity to review their dropout data in the aggregate and at the student-level to ensure its accuracy prior to inclusion of dropouts into the API.
John Curry, Superintendent, California League of High Schools Trustee

Comment: School boards have the authority to define promotion; the attribution of grade nine summer dropouts should be determined by school boards.
Reject: The regulations pertain to dropouts, not promotion. The Legislature has the authority to create laws pertaining to inclusion of dropouts in the API.
Rick Fauss, Superintendent, Newman Crows Landing Unified School District; Anthony Avina, Associate Professor, Cal Poly Pomona

Comment: Middle school students do not graduate; only high school students graduate. Middle school students are socially promoted. 
Reject: While middle school students do not graduate from middle school, these students may drop out of the middle school. This law attempts to address the issue of middle school dropouts.

The law states that schools must be held accountable for grade eight and grade nine dropouts. Dropouts must be included in the API. The intent of the law is to include grade eight academic year dropouts and grade nine summer dropouts in the dropout rate. Senator Steinberg stated that the intent of the law is to attribute grade nine summer dropouts to the middle school rather than the high school.
Jean Dehner, Retired Administrator

Comment: The middle school should get credit for graduating grade eight students.
Reject: It is beyond the scope of these regulations to include a middle school graduation rate that would give credit to schools for graduating grade eight students. The proposed regulations address the issue of dropouts.
AFTER THE 45-DAY COMMENT PERIOD, THE FOLLOWING CHANGES WERE MADE TO THE PROPOSED TEXT OF THE REGULATIONS AND SENT OUT FOR A 15-DAY COMMENT PERIOD:

The regulations will be amended to include grade nine academic year and grade ten summer dropouts in the dropout rate for schools that offer through grade nine. 

Section 1039.1 is amended to read:


(a) For the purpose of this article, the “Grade Eight Dropout Rate” and the “Grade Nine Dropout Rate” is a are one-year rates equal to the number of dropouts divided by enrollment. 
Two separate dropout rates for grade eight and grade nine are added to subdivision (a) accommodate the inclusion of grade nine academic year and grade ten summer dropouts.


(1) The Grade Eight Dropout Rate for the purpose of inclusion in the API is calculated for each school and local educational agency (LEA) with a grade eight enrollment greater than zero. The Grade Nine Dropout Rate for the purpose of inclusion in the API is calculated for each school with grade nine as the highest grade offered at the school with a grade nine enrollment greater than zero. 
Subdivision (a)(1) is amended to include the grade eight and grade nine dropout rates. This section adds a definition of which schools receive a grade nine dropout rate.


(2) The number of dropouts in the Grade Eight Dropout Rate is equal to the number of grade eight academic year dropouts plus the number of grade nine summer dropouts. The number of dropouts in the Grade Nine Dropout Rate is equal to the number of grade nine academic year dropouts plus the number of grade ten summer dropouts.
Subdivision (a)(2) is amended to include the grade eight and grade nine dropout rates. This section adds a definition of the numerator in the grade nine dropout rate to include grade nine academic year and grade ten summer dropouts.

(d) A “grade nine academic year dropout” means a pupil who enrolled in grade nine during the academic school year, left school prior to completing the academic school year, and did not appear at any school on the first Wednesday in October of the following academic year. A grade nine academic year dropout is attributed to the grade nine school in which the pupil was last enrolled.
Subdivision (d) adds a definition of grade nine academic year dropouts.

(e) A “grade ten summer dropout” means a pupil who was enrolled in grade nine at the end of the academic school year, and did not begin attending grade ten or any other grade in any school by the subsequent academic school year up to the first Wednesday in October of the following academic year. A grade ten summer dropout is attributed to the school and LEA in which the pupil completed grade nine.
Subdivision (e) adds a definition of grade ten summer dropouts.


(1) A pupil is not a grade eight academic year dropout, or grade nine summer 

dropout, grade nine academic year dropout, or grade ten summer dropout if he or she meets any of the following conditions by the first Wednesday in October of the academic year following his or her enrollment in grade eight for grade eight academic year dropouts and grade nine summer dropouts or enrollment in grade nine for grade nine academic year dropouts and grade ten summer dropouts: 

Subdivision (e)(1) is amended to include the conditions under which a grade nine academic year or grade ten summer dropout is not a dropout.


(2) Enrollment for the purpose of calculating the Grade Eight Dropout Rate is equal to the number of grade eight academic year dropouts plus the number of prospective grade nine pupils. Prospective grade nine pupils include those pupils that who have successfully completed grade eight by the end of the academic school year. Enrollment for the purpose of calculating the Grade Nine Dropout Rate is equal to the number of grade nine academic year dropouts plus the number of prospective grade ten pupils. Prospective grade ten pupils include those pupils who have successfully completed grade nine by the end of the academic school year.

Subdivision (e)(2) is amended to include a definition of enrollment in the grade eight and grade nine dropout rates. A section is added to define enrollment of the grade nine dropout rate.

ALTERNATIVES DETERMINATION 

The SBE has determined that no alternative would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the regulation is proposed or would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons than the proposed regulation.
LOCAL MANDATE DETERMINATION 

The proposed regulations do not impose any mandate on local agencies or school districts.

7-27-10 [California Department of Education]

· The State Board of Education has illustrated changes to the original text in the following manner: text originally proposed to be added is underlined; text proposed to be deleted is displayed in strikeout. 
· The 15-day text proposed to be added is in “bold underline”, deleted text is displayed in “bold strikeout”.

Title 5. EDUCATION

Division 1. California Department of Education

Chapter 2. Pupils

Subchapter 4. Statewide Testing of Pupils and Evaluation Procedures

Article 1.8. Inclusion of Alternative Education Program Accountability Results

and Middle School Dropouts in the Academic Performance Index (API).

§ 1039.1. Definition of the Dropout Rate for the Purpose of Inclusion in the API.


(a) For the purpose of this article, the “Grade Eight Dropout Rate” and the “Grade Nine Dropout Rate” is a are one-year rates equal to the number of dropouts divided by enrollment. 

(1) The Grade Eight Dropout Rate for the purpose of inclusion in the API is calculated for each school and local educational agency (LEA) with a grade eight enrollment greater than zero. The Grade Nine Dropout Rate for the purpose of inclusion in the API is calculated for each school with grade nine as the highest grade offered at the school with a grade nine enrollment greater than zero.

(2) The number of dropouts in the Grade Eight Dropout Rate is equal to the number of grade eight academic year dropouts plus the number of grade nine summer dropouts. The number of dropouts in the Grade Nine Dropout Rate is equal to the number of grade nine academic year dropouts plus the number of grade ten summer dropouts.

(b) A “grade eight academic year dropout” means a pupil who enrolled in grade eight during the academic school year, left school prior to completing the academic school year, and did not appear at any school on the first Wednesday in October of the following academic year. A grade eight academic year dropout is attributed to the grade eight school and LEA in which the pupil was last enrolled.


(c) A “grade nine summer dropout” means a pupil who was enrolled in grade eight at the end of the academic school year, and did not begin attending grade nine or any other grade in any school by the subsequent academic school year up to the first Wednesday in October of the following academic year. A grade nine summer dropout is attributed to the school and LEA in which the pupil completed grade eight.

(d) A “grade nine academic year dropout” means a pupil who enrolled in grade nine during the academic school year, left school prior to completing the academic school year, and did not appear at any school on the first Wednesday in October of the following academic year. A grade nine academic year dropout is attributed to the grade nine school in which the pupil was last enrolled.

(e) A “grade ten summer dropout” means a pupil who was enrolled in grade nine at the end of the academic school year, and did not begin attending grade ten or any other grade in any school by the subsequent academic school year up to the first Wednesday in October of the following academic year. A grade ten summer dropout is attributed to the school and LEA in which the pupil completed grade nine.


(1) A pupil is not a grade eight academic year dropout, or grade nine summer 

dropout, grade nine academic year dropout, or grade ten summer dropout if he or she meets any of the following conditions by the first Wednesday in October of the academic year following his or her enrollment in grade eight for grade eight academic year dropouts and grade nine summer dropouts or enrollment in grade nine for grade nine academic year dropouts and grade ten summer dropouts: 

(A) The pupil transferred to and attended another public or private educational institution leading toward a high school diploma or its equivalent. This definition does not include adult education programs;

(B) The pupil received a high school diploma or its equivalent (General Educational Development [GED] exam, California High School Proficiency Examination [CHSPE], or adult education high school diploma program); 


(C) The pupil transferred to and attended a college offering a baccalaureate or an associate's program;

(D) The pupil moved out of California;

(E) The pupil has a temporary school-recognized absence due to suspension or illness; or

(F) The pupil died. 


(2) Enrollment for the purpose of calculating the Grade Eight Dropout Rate is equal to the number of grade eight academic year dropouts plus the number of prospective grade nine pupils. Prospective grade nine pupils include those pupils who that have successfully completed grade eight by the end of the academic school year. Enrollment for the purpose of calculating the Grade Nine Dropout Rate is equal to the number of grade nine academic year dropouts plus the number of prospective grade ten pupils. Prospective grade ten pupils include those pupils who have successfully completed grade nine by the end of the academic school year.

(d) For the purposes of this article "academic year" begins July 1 and ends June 30.
NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 33031 and 52052, Education Code. Reference: Sections 37200, 52052 and 52052.1, Education Code.
07-27-10 [California Department of Education]
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