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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PETITION REQUEST – Instructional Materials Funds Realignment Program (IMFRP)


PR-1 (Rev. 10-2-2009)  http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/



Send Original plus one copy to:




Send electronic copy in Word and Waiver Office, California Department of Education 

back-up material to: waiver@cde.ca.gov
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814
	
	CD CODE
	

	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	8

	Local educational agency:

      Fresno County Office of Education
	Contact name and Title:

Patricia A. Sims

Director, Special Education
	Contact person’s e-mail address:

psims@fcoe.org

	Address:                                          (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

1111 Van Ness Ave., T-8                Fresno                             CA                        93721

	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

559-265-3051
Fax Number: 559-265 -3076

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From:  7/01/2010   To: 6/30/2012 
	Local board approval date: (Required)

May 20, 2010
	Date of public hearing:  (Required)

May 20, 2010

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1.  Under the authority of the petition process, Education Code (EC) sections 60421(d) and 60200(g), this local educational agency (LEA) requests the State Board of Education (SBE) to authorize the use of any instructional materials allowances for the purchase of other instructional materials as listed below. Waiver of EC 60242(a) and 60422(a).

Refer to attachments


	2. Give a brief description including title of publisher name, grade level and edition of the materials to be purchased, and total amount of instructional materials allowances to be spent in this manner (If this is insufficient space, add to attached narrative): 
Refer to attachments (supporting documentation, instructional materials lists)

	3. Public hearing requirement. A public hearing is not simply a board meeting, but a properly noticed public hearing held during a board meeting at which time the public may testify on the petition request. Distribution of local board agenda does not constitute notice of a public hearing. Acceptable ways to advertise include: (1) print a notice that includes the time, date, location, and subject of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation; or (2) in small school districts, post a formal notice at each school and three public places in the district.

How was the required public hearing advertised?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Notice in a newspaper?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Notice posted at each school?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: ____ (please list)

Posted on website.  Posted at Fresno County Office of Education, Ramacher Educational Complex, 

Monte Vista School, Sutherland Center



	4. Certification by local board for petition to purchase other instructional materials with Realignment Program funds (IMFRP). In checking each of the boxes below, the local governing board acknowledges its certification or understanding of the following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Authorizes the submission of the petition to the SBE under EC 60421(d): “Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

     pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section 60200, the SBE may authorize a school district to use any state basic 

    instructional materials allowance to purchase standards-aligned materials as specified within this part.” (AB 1781, 

    Statutes of 2002)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Verifies that the local governing board has determined that the state-adopted materials do not promote the maximum

     efficiency of pupil learning in the district or school(s) as specified under EC 60200(g).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Verifies that the requested materials have been evaluated for consistency with the content standards that have been

     adopted by the SBE, and that the materials are aligned to the standards in this subject.




CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PETITION REQUEST - Instructional Materials Funds Realignment Program (IMFRP)


PR-1 (Rev. 10-2-2009)
	Certification by local board for petition to purchase other instructional materials with Instructional Materials funds (continued):

  FORMCHECKBOX 
  If the instructional materials requested for purchase through this petition (or the instructional material proposed by the

       district to supplement a non adopted program) have not been previously reviewed by the CDE, for the purposes of 

       adoption or the review of another LEA’s petition request, the LEA must include with the petition request::

· A complete set of standards maps indicating alignment with the grade-by-grade standards for the material. Forms are available through the Waiver Office; many publishers should have these standards maps available.

· CDE may request that a complete set of the actual instructional materials be mailed to the CDE for review against those standards maps. Call the Waiver Office at (916) 319-0824 for mailing instructions.

  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Verifies that the proposed materials have passed state or local level legal compliance review, or are exempt from such as review. Check approved list at CDE’s Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Materials web page on the Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program information.

After considering the issues listed above, this local governing board has determined that the purchase of the proposed resources will promote the maximum efficiency of pupil learning in our agency, and has approved the submission of this petition to the SBE.

Signed: ________________________________, School Board President of the Fresno County Office of Education
                                                                                                                           (LEA)



	Other required attachments to the petition request include:

· A brief description, publisher name, grade levels, and price list of instructional materials to be purchased and total amount of instructional materials allowances to be spent in this manner (if not already included in Item 1, on the first page of the Petition Request);

· A narrative describing the reasons for the petition based on student needs; evidence of a well designed standards aligned curriculum plan, the local process for review of standards maps of this particular material, including a description of how weaknesses in these materials will be supplemented (if necessary);

· Provide evidence of exemplary academic achievement or growth, by district, school(s), and where appropriate, by subject matter, grade level, and significant subgroup (except for petitions for grade level extensions of adopted programs). The forms for this assessment data are available at http:www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/instrmatwaivers.asp



	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.



	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:


	Title:

     
	Date:

     

	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:


	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:


	Date:




Supporting Documentation

It is the ongoing policy of our Special Education Department to place priority on the purchase and use of adopted texts for all students able to benefit form these materials.  All pupils who can use these materials currently have sufficient adopted texts as required by Education Code Section 60119.  However, the number of students who fall into this category is very small in comparison to the majority of special education students we serve.

Most of the students enrolled in our special schools and special day classes are individuals with significant cognitive disabilities who are unable to develop academic skills in a time frame that parallels that of the typical non-disabled student.  Due to the unique needs of this population, we are requesting that approximately $35,000 to $40,000 of our funds be utilized per fiscal year to purchase non-adopted instructional materials for our students with moderate to severe disabilities.  These students require reading, math and language arts materials that are specially designed and generally not found in the regular curriculum.  An emphasis on pictures and on manipulatives promotes a more functional and realistic approach that allows for more of the needed repetition and “hands-on” focus that facilitates their learning.  In addition, many of the students require additional supports to access the core curriculum and they benefit from a system of communication that utilizes picture symbols, communication boards, switches, adapted equipment and augmentative language devices.  Furthermore, ELA and social science materials that assist with opportunities to learn to make appropriate choices and to practice positive social behaviors as well as communicate are most effective in assisting our students to enhance their roles and involvement in our community. 

Current Data
The Fresno County Office of Education serves 33 districts county-wide.  While FCOE provides services to 1,399 special education students, 674 of those students receive all of their instruction in special day class programs operated by FCOE.  Of that number, the majority (over 80%) of the students have moderate to severe cognitive disabilities, and may also have additional disabling conditions such as orthopedic impairments, hearing impairments, visual impairments, traumatic brain injury, speech and language impairment, or autism. 

Purchase of Instructional Materials

Although our severely disabled students are provided with a curriculum that is aligned with state standards, they often have little or no grasp of the printed word.  Specific age-appropriate materials designed for their cognitive level, in order to progress in curricular areas, is essential as is specially designed adapted materials and equipment to enable communication and access.  The attached lists of vendors and instructional materials identify valuable resources for our moderate to profoundly involved students.  Many of the companies specialize in providing curriculum materials for this unique population.  

All of the vendors are cited as resources in the SEACO Curriculum Guide for Students with Moderate/Severe Disabilities. Other county offices of education that serve this population also utilize the same list of vendors and instructional materials (e.g. LACOE). Such specially designed materials are so important in order to meet the unique needs of our students and to assist them in accessing core curriculum and realizing appropriate educational benefit.
