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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
September 2010 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Plumas County Office of Education under the authority of California Education Code Section 52863 for a renewal waiver of Education Code Section 52852, allowing one joint schoolsite council to function for three small alternative schools, Plumas County Community School, Plumas Opportunity School, and Portola Opportunity School.
Waiver Number: 21-6-2010
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent



	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the joint schoolsite council (SSC), which will serve during the period of this waiver, will be composed of the following 12 members: the shared school principal; four  classroom teachers, one from Plumas County Community School (CS), two from Plumas Opportunity School, and one from Portola Opportunity School; one other school staff; three parents (or community members elected by parents), one from Plumas County CS one parent (or community members elected by parents) from Plumas Opportunity School, and one parent (or community members elected by parents) from Portola Opportunity School; three students, two from Plumas County CS and one from Plumas Opportunity School. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Specific authority is provided in Education Code (EC) Section 52863 to allow the State Board of Education (SBE) to waive the SSC requirements of the School-Based  Coordination Program (SBCP) Act that would hinder the success of school-based programs. These waivers must be renewed every two years. 

All waivers of this type have been approved by the SBE for schools too small to meet the SSC composition requirements of EC Section 52852. Pursuant to the SBE Waiver Policy: Schoolsite Councils for Small Schools Sharing Common Services or Attendance Areas, available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/documents/schoolsitepolicyr.doc, schools must have small numbers of students and teachers, and have a common site administration, curriculum, or other shared services or have a geographic proximity or similar student populations.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Plumas County CS enrolls an average of five students in grades seven through twelve and employs one classroom teacher and one aide. Plumas Opportunity School enrolls 20 students and employs five teachers; Portola Opportunity School enrolls 20 students and employs four classroom teachers. 
The schools share common administration, curriculum, professional development, and related services. 
The Department recommends approval with the above conditions.

Demographic Information: Plumas County Office of Education alternative schools have a student population that fluctuates between 20 and 50 students throughout the year. The schools are in rural areas in Plumas County. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 52582
Period of request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2012
Local board approval date(s): June 15, 2010
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): May 27, 2010 

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Plumas County Teachers Association, Piers Strailey
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Advisory committee(s) consulted: Plumas County Schools Site Council  
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: May 24, 2010
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval or denial.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Specific Waiver Request (3 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and

is on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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