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	ITEM ADDENDUM


	Date:
	January 11, 2011


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Item 27 – Elementary and Secondary Education Act: School Improvement Grant: Update on the State’s Application for the 2010 School Improvement Grant Under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.


Summary of Key Issues

This Item Addendum provides updated information on California’s fiscal year (FY) 2010 School Improvement Grant (SIG) application to the U.S. Department of Education (ED). ED has indicated that it expects state education agencies (SEAs) to use funds to maximize the number of schools being served. This means that SEAs should use all of the FY 2010 funds to make first-year only awards of a three-year SIG grant, with continuation awards in years two and three coming from subsequent SIG appropriations. California conferred with ED regarding this requirement and was advised to seek a waiver of this provision to allow the State to make three-year awards to a reduced number of LEAs using FY 2010 funds. However, on January 11, 2011, the CDE was informed by ED that a waiver to extend the period of availability of FY 2010 SIG funding would only be granted if, after conducting its FY 2010 competition, an SEA determined that the SEA and its LEAs lack sufficient capacity to serve the maximum number of schools that could be served if it used FY 2010 SIG funds to fund only the first year of a three-year grant. Therefore, the initial recommendation has been revised to reflect the new information.
Recommendation
It is now recommended that the SBE authorize the SBE President or designated liaison, along with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, to approve California’s SIG application to ED. The CDE recommends that the FY 2010 SIG Application be made available to eligible schools not served in the 2009 SIG application process, that FY 2010 SIG funds should be used to make first-year only awards to LEAs to serve approximately thirty schools, and that priority for funding be given based on a determination of schools with greatest need as well as the geographic distribution of Tier I and Tier II schools throughout the state.

Attachment(s)

None
1/12/2011 5:06 PM

