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	SUBJECT

Elementary and Secondary Education Act: Parental Involvement Update Including, but Not Limited to, Technical Assistance Provided to Local Educational Agencies by the California Department of Education and by the Family Area Network, Including its Purpose, Composition, and Contributions; and Federal and State Authority for Parental Involvement.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. No specific action is recommended at this time.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At its November 2010 SBE meeting, the SBE requested that CDE provide an update on parental involvement activities.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Research has shown that there is a correlation between parental involvement and student academic achievement. To that end, there are specific parental involvement requirements delineated in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), including funding requirements at the local educational agency (LEA) level and the school level. 

The CDE monitors parental involvement programmatic and fiscal requirements through the Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) process and Consolidated Application (ConApp), and provides technical assistance to the LEAs to help meet those requirements. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


CDE Technical Assistance to Support Parental Involvement in LEAs
CDE, in association with the following partners, provides technical assistance to support parental involvement activities in LEAs:

· Parent Information and Resource Centers (PIRCs)

· PIRC1 Project Innovations that Nurture Success and Parent Involvement to Reach Excellence (INSPIRE)

· PIRC2 Cambridge Academy

· California Parent Center at San Diego State University

· California Association for Compensatory Education

· California Title I Parent Association

· County Offices of Education (COE)

· Categorical Program Directors

Resources, technical assistance, and activities that facilitate development of LEA and school parental involvement policies and school-parent compacts include: 

· 2009 archive on the California Comprehensive Center (CA CC) Web site at http://www.cacompcenter.org/cs/cacc/print/htdocs/cacc/parentalinvolvementwebinars.htm. 
· The CDE mailed a letter in December 2009 to the 35 largest LEAs requesting copies of their Title I LEA-level parental involvement policy. This information was analyzed for alignment with legal requirements regarding local parental involvement policies and practices. Technical assistance to LEAs was provided where needed. 

· The CDE continues to collect and review LEA and school parental involvement policies and provide technical assistance to LEAs to ensure they meet legal requirements.
Parental involvement guidance and information regarding Title I, Part A Parents Rights is posted on the CDE Title I, Part A Parent/Family Involvement Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/t1/titleIpf.asp. In addition, the CDE has distributed the Parental Involvement in Title I Schools brochure (available in multiple languages) located on the above CDE Web page, at annual Title I Conferences. 

The CDE partnered with the California State Action Team for Partnerships (State ATP), a collaboration of representatives from the CDE, federal, state, and regional projects/organizations, as well as California’s two PIRCs, the California State Parent Teacher Association (PTA), school district representatives, community agencies, and non-profit organizations to develop the California State Action Plan for School, Family, 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


and Community Partnerships (State APP). The State APP outlines a vision and plan for a statewide infrastructure that will support productive school, family, and community 
partnerships directly linked to student learning from preschool through high school. It also includes a support plan designed to assist schools to develop and implement school, family, and community partnerships at three levels: state, regional, and local. The plan also incorporates technical assistance and professional development at the regional and local level. 

The CDE, in conjunction with WestEd, developed the Family Engagement Framework in response to multiple requests from the field, beginning in 2003, for parental involvement standards consistent with State Board of Education policy. The foundation of this document stems from the contribution of the Family Area Network (FAN), which synthesized information drawn from a variety of sources to develop standards to guide an effective parental involvement program. These standards were reorganized and translated into principles and activities, resulting in a matrix of parental involvement requirements that spans several state and federal programs. CDE staff from approximately 20 programs participated in the review and verification of the matrix. WestEd conducted a focused literature review to identify research linking specific parental involvement activities to measurable student achievement. The Family Engagement Framework content, including the matrix of related program requirements and the review of literature identifying effective parental involvement activities, is in the final stages of production and dissemination. 

The FAN
The FAN was originally formed as a five-region network in the late 1990s as an informal advisory group to the CDE under the name Parent Involvement Advisory Group. Those five regions no longer exist. The FAN now exists as a body of representatives from the following stakeholder groups:

· State PTA
· CA CC at WestEd

· Federally-funded PIRCs

· County offices of education 
· LEAs 

· Community agencies 
· Non-profit agencies 
· Professional development service providers 
· Parent advisory council chairpersons

It meets five times per year and is facilitated by CDE staff. Attendance varies, with an average attendance of 30 members at each meeting.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The purpose of the FAN is to advise the CDE regarding development of school, family, and community partnerships as well as issues related to developing alliances between parents, families, and schools. Its contributions include:
· Parental Involvement Standards (2003–2006) in final stages of production with the assistance of the CA CC at WestEd, titled Family Engagement Framework. 

· A subcommittee specifically designed for District Advisory Committee and District English Learner Advisory Committee chairpersons to meet and discuss parental involvement issues specific to these committees.

· Member volunteers who participate on CDE task forces and work groups.

· Input on CDE projects such as the CPM process.

Cost of the FAN to the CDE
The cost to the CDE is the provision of staff time to schedule and prepare for the FAN meetings and to facilitate the meetings. All other participant costs are borne by the participant or their sponsoring organization.
Federal Authority for Parental Involvement Activities

The ESEA, as amended, Title I, Part A—Parental Involvement Mandates for State Educational Agencies (SEAs), includes the following requirements:

· Section 1111 State Plans, (c) Other Provisions to Support Teaching and Learning
(4) The SEA will work with other agencies, including educational service agencies or other local consortia, and institutions to provide technical assistance to LEAs and schools, including…technical assistance relating to parental involvement under Section 1118.

· Section 1118 Parental Involvement, (f) Accessibility
Provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required under Section 1111 (State Plans) in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents understand.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· Section 1118 Parental Involvement, (h) Review
The SEA shall review the local educational agency’s parental involvement policies and practices to determine if the policies and practices meet the requirements of this section.
State Authority for Parental Involvement Activities 
Several references requiring parental involvement activities in LEAs and schools are included in Education Code sections 11500–11506, and 51100–51140, specifically:
· Section 11504 LEA Parental Involvement Policies for Non-Title I Schools
The LEA must adopt a policy on parental involvement for Non-Title I schools that are consistent with the purposes and goals required in parental involvement policies for schools receiving Title I funds.
· Section 11502(e) Integrating Parental Involvement Activities

Parental involvement programs, including compliance with parental involvement requirements, must be included in the school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The cost to the CDE includes the provision of staff time to organize and facilitate FAN meetings, analyze data provided through the ConApp, participate in CPM reviews, and provide technical assistance to LEAs.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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