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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JANUARY 2011 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Academic Performance Index: Approve Changes to the Calculation of the 2010 Base Academic Performance Index.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the following changes to the calculation of the 2010 Base Academic Performance Index (API):

· Include results from the California Modified Assessment (CMA) for English-language arts (ELA) in grade nine, Algebra I in grades seven to eleven, and Life Science in grade ten. 
· Introduce the CMA in ELA in grades ten and eleven and the CMA in geometry in grades eight to eleven in 2011.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE is responsible for determining the indicators and methodology for each year’s API reporting cycle, which begins with the Base API Report. (The 2010 Base API and 2011 Growth API make up the upcoming 2010–11 API reporting cycle.) The 2010 Base API reports are scheduled for release in April 2011. In November 2010, the SBE approved the CDE to begin the public comment period and bring the performance standards (levels) for the CMA in grade nine ELA, Algebra I, and Life Science in grade ten for consideration of adoption at the January 2011 SBE meeting.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The API cycle consists of a Base API for one year and a Growth API for the following year. All changes, including changes to test weights or the inclusion of new assessments, are incorporated into the Base API, which is the beginning of each API 
cycle. The same calculation methods are used for the Base and Growth APIs within a cycle so improvement can be consistently measured from one year to the next. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Introduction of the CMA

CMA results for grade nine ELA, Algebra I, and Life Science in grade ten will be included in the 2010 Base API once the performance levels have been approved by the SBE.
In 2011, the CMA will be administered to students in grades ten and eleven in ELA, and geometry. Performance levels are not scheduled for adoption until November 2011. Consequently, CMA results from students in these grades will not be available to include in the 2011 Growth API. To accommodate this situation, the 2010 Base API results are adjusted to account for the absence of CMA results in 2011 for schools with students that could potentially take the new CMA assessments. This procedure is necessary to preserve comparability between the 2010 Base and 2011 Growth APIs. The adjustment procedure is described in detail in the 2010–11 Academic Performance Index Reports Information Guide on the API Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/. This is the same procedure that has been used each year a new CMA assessment has been added to the STAR program.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Fiscal impact will be minimal. All expenses to modify the calculation and production of the 2010 Base API Report are included in the Assessment and Accountability Division’s budget.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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