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ADDENDUM TO FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS
Standardized Testing and Reporting Program (STAR)

NECESSITY FOR SECTION 852

California Education Code section 60607 states that students shall receive results for achievement tests within the STAR Program, and school districts and the testing contractor may not invalidate students' tests. There are additional issues of test validity and student privacy that would be raised if students’ answer documents were retrieved and reviewed after testing by parties not directly involved with the student’s education and ensuring that the process is handled appropriately. The amendments to this section address these issues. Reporting students’ results does not take away a parent’s or guardian’s right to review and challenge their child’s educational records under California Education Code section 49070.
After the 15-day comment period, the following changes were made to the proposed text of the regulations and sent out for a second 15-day comment period.
Section 850(c) is amended for clarity to add language that a pupil may either take only the CSTs, only the CMA, or a combination of both assessments, but that a student for whom the CAPA is deemed the appropriate assessment, can only take the CAPA and not any combination of assessments. 

Section 850(i)(3) through Section 850(i)(3)(C)(5.) is amended to provide the actual State Board of Education (SBE)-approved participation criteria for the CMA. The SBE adopted the participation criteria in November 2007. The SBE developed the criteria by adding prior participation in either the California Standard Tests (CSTs) or the CAPA to the existing requirements of Section 200.1 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations. These criteria are to be used by individualized education program (IEP) teams in the determination of whether a student may be assessed with the California Modified Assessment (CMA). 
Section 200.1 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations states:

§ 200.1 State responsibilities for developing challenging academic standards.

(e) Modified academic achievement standards. (1) For students with disabilities under section 602(3) of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) who meet the State’s criteria under paragraph (e)(2) of this section,…

(2) For students who are assessed based on modified academic achievement standards, the State must—

(i) Inform IEP teams that a student may be assessed based on modified academic achievement standards in one or more subjects for which assessments are administered under § 200.2;

(ii) Establish and monitor implementation of clear and appropriate guidelines for IEP teams to apply in developing and implementing IEPs for students who are assessed based on modified academic achievement standards. These students’ IEPs must—

(A) Include IEP goals that are based on the academic content standards for the grade in which a student is enrolled; and

(B) Be designed to monitor a student’s progress in achieving the student’s standards-based goals;

(iii) Ensure that students who are assessed based on modified academic achievement standards have access to the curriculum, including instruction, for the grade in which the students are enrolled;

(iv) Ensure that students who take alternate assessments based on modified academic achievement standards are not precluded from attempting to complete the requirements, as defined by the State, for a regular high school diploma; and

(v) Ensure that each IEP team reviews annually for each subject, according to the criteria in paragraph (e)(2) of this section, its decision to assess a student based on modified academic achievement standards to ensure that those standards remain appropriate.

Section 861 is amended to return the original references to the California Education Code sections 52050 and 60630 to address OAL’s concerns. Those citations were originally removed to reduce redundancy within the STAR Program regulations.
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