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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
January 2011 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver                  

	SUBJECT

Request by Valley Center-Pauma Unified School District to waive California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3043(d), which requires a minimum of 20 school days of attendance for an extended school year for special education students.
Waiver Number: 55-10-2010
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That the district: (1) provide extended school year (ESY) services for 16 days rather than 20 days and that special education and related services offered during the extended year period are comparable in standards, scope, and quality to the special education program offered during the regular academic year as required by California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR, Section 3043[d]); (2) claim only 16 days of special education average daily attendance (ADA) reimbursement for this service; and (3) California Education Code Section 33051(b) will apply, and the district will not be required to reapply annually if information contained in the request remains current. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In the past, the State Board of Education (SBE) approved waivers to allow school districts to provide the required minimum amount of time in fewer days during the ESY for special education students.
Extended school year is the term for the education of special education students “between the close of one academic year and the beginning of the next,” similar to a summer school. The difference is that if a student’s individualized education program (IEP) requires an ESY, the district is required to offer the schooling, unlike most summer schools.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Valley Center-Pauma Unified School District waiver is requesting to change the ESY calendar from a traditional 20-day model to a 16-day ESY model. The District would like to split the extended year into two sections to help students with the recoupment of skills, improve student performance, increase attendance, and continue to provide the students with continuity of special education teachers and administrators while remaining in their neighborhood school. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


In the proposed 16-day model, students will attend two 4-day weeks in June, have a 
4-week break, and then attend two 4-day weeks in August, with a two-week break prior to the start of school. Structuring a program to add additional instruction after the regular school year that ends in June and begins in August will allow better recoupment and retention opportunities than a traditional program of 20 days in July. In an effort to curb a lack of attendance on Fridays, the district is proposing to schedule ESY Monday through Thursday with a daily increase in minutes to compensate for the 4-day schedule. 
With this new schedule, the students will be allowed to receive services at the same schoolsite they attended during the regular academic school year instead of having to attend ESY at a central location. This reduces time lost to transition issues and saves on transportation costs. Students will benefit from the 16-day program because existing site administrators, special education, and clerical staff will be working during the 16-day sessions providing continuity for student services.
The Department recommends this waiver be approved on the condition that the District provides the same or more minutes of instruction as would be provided in a 20-day ESY. In addition, the District may only claim special education ADA reimbursement for 16 days with this waiver. EC 33051(b) will apply and the district need not reapply annually if the conditions remain the same.
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a).

Demographic Information: The Valley Center-Pauma Unified School District has a student population of 4,364 of which 100 receive special education services. 
Authority for Waiver: California Education Code Section 33050

Period of request: May 1, 2011, to April 30, 2013
Local board approval date(s): September 9, 2010 
Public hearing held on date(s): September 9, 2010
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): November 15, 2010
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Mr. Jerry Fenton, President, Valley Center Pauma Teachers Association 

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose: 

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Valley Center Primary, Valley Center Elementary, Valley Center Middle School and Lilac School 

Objections raised (choose one):   FORMCHECKBOX 
 None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: September 9, 2010
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no significant statewide fiscal impact with waiver approval or denial.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: 
General Waiver Request (2 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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