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	SUBJECT

Kingsburg Elementary Charter School District: Consideration of Petition to Renew Districtwide Charter.
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	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) hold a public hearing and renew the districtwide charter for the Kingsburg Elementary Charter School District (Kingsburg ECSD) for a five-year term ending June 30, 2016. A districtwide charter petition shall be approved only by joint action of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) and the SBE pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 47606(b). The Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) heard this issue on May 31, 2011, and by a vote of 7 to 0 recommends the SBE and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction approve the renewal. In addition, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) has approved the Kingsburg ECSD charter renewal in accordance with the requirements in California Education Code (EC) Section 47606(b).
Accordingly, the CDE and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) recommend the SBE renew the Kingsburg ECSD charter renewal petition for a five-year charter term beginning July 1, 2011, and ending June 30, 2016 pursuant to the requirements of EC Section 47607(a)(1), which states, “Each renewal shall be for a period of five years.”
If approved, the CDE recommends that the SBE incorporate the following provisions in any approval action:

· Modifications to the charter in accordance with the CDE report as set forth in detail in Attachment 1 and as follows:

· Health and Safety Procedures, EC Section 47605(b)(5)(F): revisions to health and safety procedures to include the requirement that volunteers and contractors, in addition to employees, will submit a tuberculosis test and periodic testing thereafter.

	RECOMMENDATION (Cont.)


· Specification of a five-year term beginning July 1, 2010, and ending              June 30, 2015

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Since 1992, 93 charter petitions have been submitted to the CDE for consideration. Of these 93 petitions, 28 were withdrawn before consideration by the SBE. Of the remaining 65 petitions, the SBE approved 41 petitions, 7 petitions were withdrawn by the petitioners prior to formal consideration by the SBE, the SBE denied 11 petitions, the SBE did not take formal action on 2 petitions, 1 petition is scheduled to be considered at the July 2011 meeting of the SBE, and 3 petitions are scheduled to be considered at the September 2011 meeting of the SBE. The 41 petitions approved by the SBE resulted in the authorization of 29 charter schools, 3 statewide benefit charters that operate a total of 11 schools, and 9 districtwide charters that operate a total of 18 schools.
Of the 40 charter schools that have been authorized by the SBE since 1992, 31 charter schools are currently operating under SBE oversight, and 9 charter schools are no longer under SBE oversight due to the following reasons: 4 charter schools were locally renewed, 4 schools were abandoned, and 1 school was revoked by the SBE. The SBE has considered and approved 8 renewal petitions from SBE-authorized charter schools. As of May 3, 2011, 1 additional school was locally renewed effective July 1, 2011, which will bring the number of schools operating under SBE oversight to 30.
One districtwide charter was non-renewed by the SBE, and 8 districtwide charters are currently operating under the joint authorization of the SBE and the SSPI. The 8 districtwide charters operate a total of 18 schools. The SBE has considered 17 and approved 16 renewal petitions from districtwide charters. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Kingsburg ECSD currently serves approximately 2,330 pupils in kindergarten through grade eight in Kingsburg, California. Based on data from the 2009–10 school year, 51 percent of pupils in the Kingsburg ECSD come from socio-economically disadvantaged (SED) families; 14.9 percent are designated as English Learner (EL) students; and 56.5 percent of pupils are Hispanic or Latino. Data displayed in Table 9 of Attachment 1.

Kingsburg ECSD currently has a 2010 Growth Academic Performance Index (API) of 816. Over the current five-year charter term, Kingsburg ECSD had a net API growth of 
41 points. The Kingsburg ECSD’s 2009–10 API growth was 24 points. Between 2009 and 2010, SED students in the Kingsburg ECSD gained 36 API points; EL students gained 54 API points; Hispanic or Latino students gained 39 API points; and students with disabilities gained 56 API points. Data displayed in Tables 2 and 3 of Attachment 1.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The Kingsburg ECSD mission is to foster a collegial atmosphere between home, community, and school for the benefit of each student by providing a quality education and a positive learning experience tailored to the needs of each student. Kingsburg 
ECSD uses a standards-based instructional model with state approved materials. 

The Kingsburg ECSD operates seven separate charter schools. Enrollment and performance data are provided in Table 1 of Attachment 1.
EC Section 47607 provides that a districtwide charter may be granted one or more subsequent renewals and that each renewal shall be for a period of five years. Renewals shall be governed by the standards and criteria in EC Section 47605 and shall include a comprehensive description of any new requirement of charter schools enacted into law after the charter was initially granted or last renewed. EC Section 47607(b) requires that a districtwide charter meet at least one of the following criteria prior to receiving a charter renewal:

1. Attain its API growth target in the prior year or in two of the last three years. All of the schools in the Kingsburg ECSD that participated in the annual Standardized Testing and Reporting Program (STAR) assessment met this target in the last two years.

2. Attain a statewide API decile ranking of 4 or higher in the prior year or in two of the last three years. Three out of the four schools in the Kingsburg ECSD that participate in the STAR assessment have earned a statewide rank of 4 or higher. Kingsburg Community Charter Extension (KCCE) is the only school not to reach this goal.

3. Attain a similar schools API decile ranking of 4 or higher in the prior year or in two of the last three years. Three out of the four schools that participate in the STAR assessment in the Kingsburg ECSD have earned a similar school rank of 4 or higher. KCCE is the only school not to reach this goal. 
4. Achieve academic performance equal to the academic performance of neighboring schools or any schools its pupils would otherwise be required to attend. Kingsburg ECSD attained a higher net growth API than Clay Elementary School District, one of the three local districts, as displayed in Table 2, of Attachment 1. 
The Kingsburg ECSD charter renewal petition describes an educational program likely to meet the needs of pupils within the community by providing an educational program grounded in standards-based instruction fostered in a collegial atmosphere. The petitioners are demonstrably likely to implement the program set forth in the petition and the petition contains reasonably comprehensive descriptions of the 16 charter elements pursuant to EC Section 47605(b)(5). In addition, the CDE finds that Kingsburg ECSD has experience in starting and operating a districtwide charter under the authorization of the SBE and has been responsive and compliant to deadlines and requests from the CDE. The SSPI and the CDE recommend that the SBE approve the districtwide charter renewal petition with the conditions noted in the staff review. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Attachment 1 summarizes the CDE staff review of the charter petition and operations of the district when evaluated against the 16 required elements for renewal. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


If approved, Kingsburg ECSD would continue to receive apportionment funding at the district’s revenue limit. The district’s budget has received a positive financial condition certification from the Fresno County Office of Education. A letter stating this information is included on page 34 of the petition (see Attachment 2).
	ATTACHMENTS


Attachment 1: California Department of Education Districtwide Charter Renewal Review    Form (37 Pages)

Attachment 2: Kingsburg Elementary Charter School District Charter Renewal      Application (39 Pages)
