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To:  
Dan Sackheim
From:   Bill MacDougall

Date:
12/21/2010

Re:
Highlands Waiver – Separation of Schools

Hello Dan,

We have gone to great lengths to make sure that the students from Highlands Academy and Highlands High School are separated.  These separations are done through the physical structure of the school site and by bell schedules. 

All students arrive on campus at the same area which is by the bus yard.  Students from Highlands High go to breakfast and Highlands Academy students go to class where they are brought breakfast.  All students leave through the front of the school and ride the bus home.

Attached you will find the map of the Highlands Campus.  The lower buildings house Highlands Academy grades 2-8 and are labeled as such. The upper buildings are for Highlands High School and grade 9 of Highlands Academy.  This campus is divided first by levels.  Highlands High School is located on the upper level and there are 2 flights of stairs that separate the campuses.  There are also 8 classrooms that are either vacant, used for storage or house additional counselors (if needed) that divide Highlands Academy students from Highlands High School.  It is difficult for the Academy students to even see the high school classrooms.

Highlands Academy students, with the exception of the 9th grade, are not allowed on the upper area.  Highlands Academy is housed in 5 classrooms surrounding the library.  Students from Highlands High School do not ordinarily use the library, but it can be requested for special circumstances (research paper etc).  Counseling and Healthy Start services are available on both the lower and upper campuses – thus a division is maintained.  The exception to this is the 9th grade students.  The 9th grade students are located on the far side of the upper level in a separate building from the 10th-12th graders.  The 9th grade is a self-contained classroom and students do not take classes with the high school students.

There are restrooms designated for the Highlands Academy students on the lower level and restrooms for Highlands High School students on the upper level.  There is a lower field for the Highlands Academy students and an upper field for the Highlands high School students.  

Both campuses use the same office and have the same principal.  Shared spaces such as the cafeteria (multi-purpose room), and the culinary/wood classrooms are separated by the times in which each school is given access.  There are separate break and lunch schedules so that the students never intermingle.  

The two programs were designed to be separate from program origin.  The only times that the 2-8th grade students see the high school students is in the morning going from the bus to class and when school is out and they are going to the bus for home.

Hope this clarifies things,

William R. MacDougall

