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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
may 2011 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Siskiyou County Office of Education to waive a portion of California Education Code Section 35330(d) to authorize expenditure of school district funds for students to travel to Oregon to attend curricular and extra curricular trips/events and competitions. 
Waiver Number: 2-3-2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
Education Code (EC) Section 33051(b) will apply, and the district will not be required to reapply annually if information contained on the request remains current.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved all similar waivers in the past. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Education Code Section 35330(d) states “…no expenses of pupils participating in a field trip or excursion to any other state, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country authorized by this section shall be paid with school district funds.”  

Siskiyou County Office of Education (COE) requests a waiver of EC Section 35330. Siskiyou COE is located in the very northern part of California, approximately 22 miles south of the California/Oregon border. 

The closest city of any size is in Oregon and the school frequently takes their students into Oregon for educational excursions such as plays (Ashland Shakespeare Festival), science trips, career exploration at the many colleges and universities etc. Due to the educational nature of these trips, the district pays the expenses. Siskiyou COE is hours away from any cultural or urban center; therefore, these trips provide these students a unique educational opportunity. 

Limiting the district’s trips to only California would eliminate many opportunities for these students who need to experience a wider world culture than they currently receive

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
in Siskiyou County. These types of trips are both educationally and culturally enlightening for these rurally isolated students and will provide Yreka Union students with an educational experience in a way that would not be available to them otherwise. 

The Department recommends approval of this waiver request. EC Section 33051(b) will 

apply as long as the conditions of the waiver remain the same. 
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a). The state board shall approve any and all requests for waivers except in those cases where the board specifically finds any of the following: (1) The educational needs of the pupils are not adequately addressed. (2) The waiver affects a program that requires the existence of a schoolsite council and the schoolsite council did not approve the request. (3) The appropriate councils or advisory committees, including bilingual advisory committees, did not have an adequate opportunity to review the request and the request did not include a written summary of any objections to the request by the councils or advisory committees. (4) Pupil or school personnel protections are jeopardized. (5) Guarantees of parental involvement are jeopardized. (6) The request would substantially increase state costs. (7) The exclusive representative of employees, if any, as provided in Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code, was not a participant in the development of the waiver.

Demographic Information: Siskiyou COE has a student population of 127 and is located in the city of Yreka in rural Siskiyou County.
Authority for Waiver: EC 33050

Period of request: April 1, 2010, to June 30, 2012 
Local board approval date(s): February 16, 2011 
Public hearing held on date(s): February 16, 2011
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): N/A 
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)

Advisory committee(s) consulted: Community Advisory Committee, March 17, 2011
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval or denial.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages) (Original waiver is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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