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Waiver Number: 4-4-2011

Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2014
McKinley Elementary School

Petaluma City Elementary School District 49-70854
LEA Request:

Petaluma City Elementary School District (ESD) is an urban school district located in Sonoma County. McKinley Elementary School (ES) was reconfigured in 2010–11 from a kindergarten through grade six school to a grade four through six school to better serve students. Petaluma City ESD has a student population of approximately 2,400 students. Petaluma City ESD provided teacher experience information from 2005–06, the base year upon which Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Teacher Experience Index (TEI) targets are calculated, showing that the average Petaluma City ESD TEI was 7.2. Petaluma City ESD’s average TEI for 2010–11 for this type of school is 8.5.

Petaluma City ESD states that several experienced teachers transferred to the kindergarten through grade three school because of the reconfiguration and this left four certificated positions to be filled. Petaluma City ESD advertised the positions as requiring at least five years of experience; however, they were unable to find four applicants that met their teaching standards. Petaluma City ESD made the decision to hire teachers with fewer than five years experience and this ultimately affected the TEI at McKinley ES. Petaluma City ESD requests a waiver of the QEIA TEI target for McKinley ES and establishment of an alternative TEI target of 6.48 which is based on 2010–11 TEI levels. The 2010–11 TEI alternative of 6.48 for McKinley ES is less than Petaluma City ESD’s 2010–11 TEI average of 8.5 for this type of school.

Additional LEA and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	13*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	2,421

	School ADA
	212

	Grade Span
	4–6

	Total Number Of Schools With Similar Grade Span
	6 elementary

	2005–06 TEI
	7.2

	2010–11 QEIA School TEI
	6.48

	2010–11 Similar Type School TEI
	8.5

	Percent Of Similar Type School
	76.2

	Made API Growth?
	Yes

	Made AYP?
	No


*City Small: Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population less than 100,000.

CDE Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education recommends denial of this request because the educational needs of the pupils are not adequately addressed. Specifically, (1) QEIA program requirements were known to the District prior to its decision to apply for program participation; (2) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased teacher experience over time; and (3) the District has approximately six elementary schools to draw experienced teachers from to meet the QEIA TEI requirements.

Reviewed by Petaluma City Schoolsite Council on February 10, 2011.
Supported by Petaluma Federation of Teachers on March 9 and 10, 2011.
Local Board Approval: March 15, 2011.
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