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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

California Education Code Section 60605.8 (h) requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) and the State Board of Education (SBE) to present a schedule and an implementation plan to the governor and the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the California State Legislature for integrating the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) into the state educational system. This agenda item is the fourth in a series of regular updates.

RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in August of 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. New tools to support the system are important; professional learning support modules, curriculum frameworks, instructional materials, and assessment tools are all key components. However, in addition to the tools, successful implementation requires that California’s diverse educational stakeholders work in concert to achieve the shared objective of preparing every student for success in college and career.

The CDE has developed a comprehensive statewide plan for implementing a system designed to support student attainment of the CCSS. California’s CCSS Systems Implementation Plan is provided as Attachment 1.
The CDE continues to be engaged in many implementation activities, as described in Attachment 2.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
November 2011: The CDE presented to the SBE the third in a series of updates on the implementation of the CCSS.

September 2011: The CDE presented to the SBE the second in a series of updates on the implementation of the CCSS.

July 2011: The CDE presented to the SBE the first in a series of updates on the implementation of the CCSS.

June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). 

California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for transitioning to the CCSS. In addition, current efforts will be redirected to support the implementation of the CCSS, especially in the area of professional learning support. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition. Nonetheless, the implementation of new standards assessments, the development and implementation of new accountability measures, local and statewide professional learning support, the development of new curriculum frameworks, and the review and acquisition of new 
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE) (Cont.)
instructional materials will require a refocusing of efforts, shifting and infusion of new resources.

ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan for California (38 Pages) (PDF Document)
Attachment 2:
Programmatic Highlights (1 Page)
Programmatic Highlights

The following list references additional State Board of Education January 2012 meeting agenda items regarding Common Core State Standards systems implementation:
· Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve, 2013 Revision: Approval of the Timeline and Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee Application Form. (SBE Item 11)
· Supplemental Instructional Materials Review Aligned to the Common Core State Standards: Evaluation Criteria. (SBE Item 10)

· Reauthorization of Statewide Pupil Assessment System: Development of Superintendent Recommendations. (SBE Item 12)
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