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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GENERAL WAIVER REQUEST




First Time Waiver:
__x_

GW-1 (Rev. 10-2-09) 
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/

Renewal Waiver:
___

Send Original plus one copy to: 




Send Electronic copy in Word and 


Waiver Office, California Department of Education

back-up material to: waiver@cde.ca.gov


1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	CD CODE
	

	1
	9
	6
	4
	7
	0
	9

	Local educational agency:

Lennox School District for 
Jefferson Elementary School         kak 9/9/11
      
	Contact name and Title:

Dr. Fred Navarro, Superintendent
	Contact person’s e-mail address: Fred_Navarro@ lennox.k12.ca.us

	Address:                                         (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

10319 Firmona Avenue         Lennox                                 CA                         90304
                                                                                                 
	 

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From:  7-1-2010                   To:  6-30-2011
	Local board approval date: (Required)

8-23-11
	Date of public hearing:  (Required)

8-23-11

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Under the general waiver authority of Education Code 33050-33053, the particular Education Code or California

    Code of Regulations section(s) to be waived (number):                                      Circle One:  EC  or  CCR

   Topic of the waiver: Waive recommendation for QEIA funding termination at Jefferson School in the Lennox School District

	2. If this is a renewal of a previously approved waiver, please list Waiver Number:   _____  and date of SBE Approval______ 

    Renewals of waivers must be submitted two months before the active waiver expires.          NOT APPLICABLE

	3. Collective bargaining unit information. Does the district have any employee bargaining units? __ No  _x_ Yes   If yes, 

     please complete required information below:

    Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s):  8-3-11          

    Name of bargaining unit and representative(s) consulted:  Lennox Teacher’s Association  (Julie Smith, President; 
         Brian Guerrero, Vice President)        

    The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):  __ Neutral   _x_ Support  __ Oppose (Please specify why) 

    Comments (if appropriate):  Letter of support from Lennox Teacher’s Association
    

	4. Public hearing requirement:  A public hearing is not simply a board meeting, but a properly noticed public hearing held

    during a board meeting at which time the public may testify on the waiver proposal. Distribution of local board agenda does 

    not constitute notice of a public hearing. Acceptable ways to advertise include: (1) print a notice that includes the time, 

    date, location, and subject of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation; or (2) in small school districts, post a formal 

    notice at each school and three public places in the district.

    How was the required public hearing advertised?

    ___ Notice in a newspaper   __x_ Notice posted at each school   ___ Other: (Please specify)  

	5. Advisory committee or school site councils. Please identify the council(s) or committee that reviewed this waiver:  
                                                                                                       District QEIA Advisory Committee
        Date the committee/council reviewed the waiver request:  8-30-11
        Were there any objection(s)?  No __x_   Yes ___    (If there were objections please specify)  


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GENERAL WAIVER REQUEST

GW-1 (10-2-09)
	6. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived. If the request is to waive a portion of a section, type the text of the pertinent sentence of the law, or those exact phrases requested to be waived (use a strike out key). 

See below


	7. Desired outcome/rationale. Describe briefly the circumstances that brought about the request and why the waiver is necessary to achieve improved student performance and/or streamline or facilitate local agency operations. If more space is needed, please attach additional pages.

See below


	8. Demographic Information: 

The Lennox School District has a student population of 6,102 and is located in an urban area of Los Angeles County



	Is this waiver associated with an apportionment related audit penalty? (per EC 41344)    No  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding)

Has there been a Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) finding on this issue? No  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CPM  finding)                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.



	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:

Fred Navarro
	Title:

Superintendent
	Date:

8-31-11


	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:


	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:


	Date:






Jefferson School/ Lennox School District

Class Size Reduction Grade 3 Waiver Application

6.  Education Code Section 
52055.740.  (a) For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:   

(b) For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following interim requirements:

   (1) Be at least one-third of the way toward meeting each of the program requirements specified in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (a) by the end of the first full year of funding.

   (2) Be at least two-thirds of the way toward meeting each of the program requirements specified in paragraphs (1) to (5),inclusive, of subdivision (a) by the end of the second full year of funding, and achieve full implementation by the end of the third full year and for each year thereafter.

   (3) Have provided professional development to at least one-third of teachers and instructional paraprofessionals in the school annually.

   (4) Meet all of the requirements of the settlement agreement in Williams v. State of California (Case Number CGC-00-312236 of the Superior Court for the County of San Francisco), including, among other things, the requirements regarding teachers, instructional materials, and school facilities, by the end of the first full year of funding, and in each year of funding thereafter.

   (c) (1) If a county superintendent of schools determines that a funded school has not substantially met the requirements of subdivision (b) after the first or second full year of funding, or any alternative program requirements approved under Section 52055.760, he or she shall notify the Superintendent. If all of the interim and final requirements are not met by the end of any subsequent school year, the Superintendent shall terminate funding for that school.

7.  Desired Outcome/ Rationale
Desired Outcome


Lennox Elementary School District is requesting that funding not be terminated due to exceeding class size requirement in grade 3 at Jefferson Elementary School during the 2010-11 school year.
Rationale


In June, 2010, for the 2010-11 fiscal year, the district declared a Qualified Certification.   In September-October, 2010, as part of the process of resolving this issue, the district met with a Budget Review Committee appointed by the Los Angeles County Office of Education.  By working closely with LACOE the district was able to declare a Positive Certification at First Interim in December 2010.  Given this fiscal background, when staffing our schools it was imperative to be fiscally responsible and not "over staff."  It was in that need for fiscal responsibility in mind that classes in one grade level at one QEIA school went slightly above 20.44.

Lennox Elementary School District is committed to reducing class sizes and has had contractual agreements to maintain reduced class sizes at all grade levels. Based on the QEIA statute, Jefferson Elementary School was required to adhere to the K-3 Class Size Reduction Program requirements.  At K-2, every class met the required 20.44 ratio. At grade three, due to high enrollment numbers in October, the school was not open accepting any new students at this grade level and also at grades 4, and 5.

Despite taking this action, and despite the fact that Lennox Schools typically decline in enrollment as the school year progresses, one grade level (3rd), at one QEIA school (Jefferson Elementary) in the Lennox School District exceeded the CSR 20.4 limit in 5 of the 6 classes as follows:


At third grade, we were able to attain the following targets that were very close to the 20.44 teacher-student ratio:

Class A
Class B
Class C
Class D
Class E
Class F

20.96

20.94

21.32
21.67

19.33 (met)
21.99
This was a unique situation and the Lennox School district has every intention of fully meeting QEIA K-3 CSR requirements in future years. 

D.) API Growth with QEIA Support


The Lennox School District has 3 elementary schools and its only middle school in the QEIA program.  During that time, we believe due in a large part to the lowering of class size thanks to the QEIA funding, those four schools have grown in API as follows: 


Felton

Jefferson

Moffett
Lennox MS
2007-08
717

715


678

689
QEIA Funded Years:
2008-09
771 (+54)
760 (+45)

738 (+60)
714 (+25)
2009-10
797 (+26)
795 (+35)

756 (+18)
719 (+5)
2010-11
839 (+42)
807 (+12)

781 (+25)
734 (+16)
Thanks in a large part to QEIA funding Jefferson School was the first Lennox School to exit Program Improvement at the end of the 2009-10 school year.  We believe the loss of this support at this time would cause a critical harm to a school that is seen as a model for QEIA schools statewide.
Summary

Lennox School District is committed to participating in the Quality Education Investment Act and class size reduction. We are proud of the academic achievements of our QEIA funded schools, and believe strongly that with the continued support of QEIA funding, we will continue to improve the quality of academic instruction and the level of pupil achievement. We are committed to reduced class sizes and will monitor our enrollment figures at all of our QEIA schools to ensure we meet this requirement throughout all QEIA funded years.
