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Waiver Number: 27-8-2011
Period of Request: August 1, 2011, to June 30, 2014

Period Recommended: July 1, 2011, to June 29, 2012
Lincoln Junior High School 
CDS Code: 15 63800 6010136
Taft City School District
LEA Request:

Taft City School District (SD) is a rural school district located in Kern County and has a student population of approximately 2,108 students. Lincoln Junior High School (JHS) serves students in grades six through eight. Taft City SD provided teacher experience information from 2005–06, the base year upon which Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Teacher Experience Index (TEI) targets are calculated, showing that the average Taft City SD TEI is 6.7. Lincoln JHS is the only school in Taft City SD with a grade configuration of six through eight, so no comparative TEI data are available for 2010–11.
Taft City SD states that the TEI target for Lincoln JHS is 6.7 years, and at the present date, the actual TEI is 6.3. The district would need to accumulate 16 more years of experience on the campus to meet the 6.7 target and thus this is currently unattainable. Lincoln JHS has had numerous retirements in the last year and it is anticipated that the school will have 4 or 5 more retirements at the conclusion of the 2011–12 school year. Hiring highly qualified teachers in the Junior High setting is very difficult and very few, if any, come with prior teaching experience.

Taft City SD requests a waiver of the QEIA TEI target for Lincoln JHS and establishment of an alternative TEI target of 5.0 for the 2011–12 school year.
Additional LEA and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	32*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	2,108

	School ADA
	710

	Grade Span
	6–8

	Total Number Of Schools With Similar Grade Span
	Only JHS

	2005–06 TEI
	6.7

	2010–11 QEIA School TEI
	6.7

	2010–11 Similar Type School TEI
	Only JHS

	Percent Of Similar Type School
	Only JHS

	Made API Growth?
	Yes

	Made AYP?
	No


*Town Distant: Territory inside an urban cluster that is more than 10 miles and less than or equal to 35 miles from an urbanized area.

California Department of Education (CDE) Recommendation and Conditions:

The CDE supports Taft City SD’s request to reduce its TEI target for Lincoln JHS. Taft City SD is located in rural Kern County and has no other school with a similar grade span, and the school has an average daily attendance less than 800 students and has met the QEIA Academic Performance Index growth requirement.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to teachers at Lincoln JHS; (2) For 2011–12 and subsequent years, Lincoln JHS must meet or exceed the alternative TEI of 5.0; and (3) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Taft City SD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the TEI requirement.

Reviewed by Lincoln Junior High Schoolsite Council on August 25, 2011.
Supported by Taft Elementary Teachers Association, August 23, 2011.
Local Board Approval: September 14, 2011.
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