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Waiver Number: 14-10-2011
Period of Request: August 28, 2012, to June 7, 2013
Period Recommended: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011

Needles High School

CDS Code: 36 67801 3634169
Needles Unified School District
LEA Request:

Needles Unified School District (USD) is a rural school district located in San Bernardino County and has a student population of approximately 1,026 students. Needles High School (HS) serves 271 students in grades nine through twelve. Academic Performance Index (API) data for Needles HS show that the school did not exceed the three-year average growth requirement of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). API data show that Needles HS’s three-year growth average target is 5.7, but its three-year growth average is only 1.0. Needles USD was granted a class size reduction (CSR) QEIA waiver for this school in March 2011 to establish an alternative CSR target of 18.9 students on average per class in grades nine through twelve.

Needles USD states that it had no knowledge of the immensity of QEIA and has made great strides at the school site. All QEIA requirements have been met except the API three-year growth average. The district states that interventions are in place for students and training in effective instructional strategies for teachers is on-going for staff. Support classes in math and English are in place, AVID for grades nine through eleven is part of the school schedule, and targeted tutoring based on CST analysis is ongoing. Teachers can also take advantage of an instructional coach to help improve strategies and improve curriculum because of the QEIA funds. The district states that since receiving QEIA funding, Needles HS has undergone three changes in administration at the principal level and a change in superintendent. Along with the change in administrators, the district states that it has other challenges with the grant because of its rural location and size. With one high school and two math and English teachers, the district does not have the luxury of transferring students to other classes and has the disadvantage of not being able to attract teachers to a small, rural and isolated location.

Needles USD requests a waiver of the QEIA API three-year average growth requirement for Freedom ES for the 2010–11 school year.

Additional LEA and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	41*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	1,026

	School ADA
	271

	Grade Span
	9–12

	2008–09 API
	708

	2009–10 API
	692

	2010–11 API
	669

	3 Year API Target Average
	5.7

	3 Year API Growth Average
	1.0

	Made API Growth?
	No

	Made AYP?
	No


*Rural Fringe: Census-defined territory that is less than or equal to 5 miles from an urbanized area, as well as rural territory that is less than or equal to 2.5 miles from an urban cluster.
California Department of Education (CDE) Recommendation and Conditions:

The CDE recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational need of pupils within the meaning of Education Code Section 33051(a)(1).Specifically, (1) QEIA program requirements were known to the district prior to its decision to apply for program participation; and (2) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time and Needles HS showed a negative twenty-five point growth in 2010–11.
Reviewed by Needles High Schoolsite Council on September 13, 2011.
Supported by California Teachers Association and Needles Teachers Association, September 29, 2011.
Local Board Approval: October 20, 2011.
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