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Waiver Number: 25-11-2011
Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2014
Period Recommended: July 1, 2010, to June 29, 2012
Spurgeon Intermediate School 
CDS Code: 30 66670 6094684
Santa Ana Unified School District
LEA Request:

Santa Ana Unified School District (USD) is an urban school district located in Orange County and has a student population of approximately 52,534 students. Spurgeon Intermediate School (IS) serves 1,212 students in grades five through eight. Academic Performance Index (API) data for Spurgeon IS show that the school did not exceed the three-year average growth requirement of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). API data show that Spurgeon IS’s three-year growth average target is 8.3, but its three-year growth average is only 7.0.
Santa Ana USD states that Spurgeon IS has met the spirit of the law and has improved the quality of academic instruction and the level of student achievement. The district states that Spurgeon IS has made great progress towards its academic growth over the past two years. Under new leadership, the district states the school developed a school-wide systemic initiative to implement instructional practices that foster proficiency. Santa Ana USD states that the professional learning community is based around shared curriculum/grade level content and the school has provided professional development in strategies that will assist English learners to better access a rigorous curriculum. The district believes Spurgeon IS has demonstrated consistent success in raising its student achievement through comprehensive initiate touching on all aspects of the educational program.

Santa Ana USD requests a waiver of the QEIA API three-year average growth requirement for Spurgeon IS for the 2010–11 school year.
Additional LEA and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	11*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	52,534

	School ADA
	1,212

	Grade Span
	5–8

	2008–09 API
	614

	2009–10 API
	641

	2010–11 API
	656

	3 Year API Target Average
	8.3

	3 Year API Growth Average
	7.0

	Made API Growth?
	No

	Made AYP?
	No


*City Large: Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population of 250,000 or more.
California Department of Education (CDE) Recommendation and Conditions:

The CDE recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational need of pupils within the meaning of Education Code Section 33051(a)(1). Specifically, (1) QEIA program requirements were known to the district prior to its decision to apply for program participation; and (2) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time and Spurgeon IS has not demonstrated the required growth.
Reviewed by Spurgeon Intermediate Schoolsite Council on October 3, 2011.
Supported by Santa Ana Educators Association, August 31, September 13, 15, and 29, 2011.
Local Board Approval: October 11, 2011.
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