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Waiver Number: 48-10-2011
Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

Johnston Cooper Elementary 
CDS Code: 48 70581 6051395
Vallejo City Unified School District
LEA Request:

Vallejo City Unified School District (USD) is an urban school district located in Solano County and has a student population of approximately 15,600 students. Johnston Cooper Elementary School (ES) serves 509 students in kindergarten through grade five. Academic Performance Index (API) data for Johnston Cooper ES show that the school did not exceed the three-year average growth requirement of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). API data show that Johnston Cooper ES’s three-year growth average target is 5.0, but its three-year growth average is only 2.0.
Vallejo City USD states that State funding cuts to revenue limit funding have had an impact on the QEIA program at Johnston Cooper ES. The district states that in 2009 the teachers and administration had to refocus their efforts to build common understanding of the site vision and goals, and this had a negative effect on accelerating student achievement. With the hiring of a superintendent and a redesigned administrative team for 2011–12, leadership is aligned, committed and prepared to do what is needed to increase student achievement at Johnston Cooper ES. As a district under State Administration since 2004, Vallejo City USD states that it had to overcome and continue to work on fiscal and systemic challenges in addition to maintaining day to day operations and striving to improve conditions and learning opportunities for all students.
Vallejo City USD requests a waiver of the QEIA API three-year average growth requirement for Johnston Cooper ES for the 2010–11 school year and to have its API growth target averaged over four full years of funding.
Additional LEA and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	12*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	15,600

	School ADA
	509

	Grade Span
	K–5

	2008–09 API
	773

	2009–10 API
	758

	2010–11 API
	755

	3 Year API Target Average
	5.0

	3 Year API Growth Average
	2.0

	Made API Growth?
	No

	Made AYP?
	No


*City Midsize: Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population less than 250,000 and greater than or equal to 100,000.
California Department of Education (CDE) Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational need of pupils within the meaning of Education Code Section 33051(a)(1). Specifically, (1) QEIA program requirements were known to the district prior to its decision to apply for program participation; and (2) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time and Johnston Cooper ES showed a negative seven point growth in 2010–11.
Reviewed by Johnston Cooper Elementary Schoolsite Council on October 18, 2011.
Supported by Vallejo Education Association, October 10, 2011.
Local Board Approval: October 19, 2011.
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