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Waiver Number: 28-11-2011

Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2014
Period Recommended: July 1, 2010, to June 29, 2012
Sierra Intermediate School



CDS Code: 30 66670 6030415
Santa Ana Unified School District
LEA Request:

Santa Ana Unified School District (USD) is an urban school district located in Orange County and has a student population of approximately 52,534 students. Sierra Intermediate School (IS) serves 866 students in grade six through eight. Sierra IS’s Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Class Size Reduction (CSR) target for grade six through eight is 25.0.
Santa Ana USD states that, due to fiscal constraints, class sizes were recalculated and have increased in subsequent years. The district states that cuts to revenue limit funding have resulted in teacher reductions causing an increase of the student-to-teacher ratio. Santa Ana USD states that Sierra IS met the spirit of law and has improved the quality of academic instruction and the level of student achievement. The district states that it has managed to successfully staff to meet QEIA CSR targets for the past three years but has now reached a point where an increase of CSR targets is necessary to maintain the momentum that will help move its schools out of program improvement.

Santa Ana USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets at Sierra IS and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 27.0 on average in core classes for grade six through eight.

CDE Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education recommends denial of this request based on four factors: (1) QEIA program requirements were known to the district prior to its decision to apply for program participation; (2) QEIA funding is expected to be used to hire teachers resulting in significantly reduced class sizes for students at QEIA schools; (3) QEIA legislation requires an average classroom size of 25 students or lower for core subjects, with no more than 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) class size data provided by Santa Ana USD indicates that Sierra IS met the QEIA CSR requirements for school year 2010–11 and, based on projections, is on target to meet the requirements in 2011–12.
Reviewed by Sierra Intermediate Schoolsite Council on October 3, 2011.
Supported by Santa Ana Educators Association, August 31, September 13, 15, and 29, 2011.
Local Board Approval: October 11, 2011.
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