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	SUBJECT

Consideration of Requests for Determination of Funding as Required for Nonclassroom-based Charter Schools Pursuant to California Education Code sections 47612.5 and 47634.2.
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	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

California Education Code sections 47612.5 and 47634.2 specify that a charter school may receive apportionment funding for nonclassroom–based instruction only if a determination of funding is made by the State Board of Education (SBE). The charter schools listed in Attachment 1 are requesting SBE approval of their determination of funding request. Approval of these requests will allow the charter schools listed in Attachment 1 to receive apportionment funding. 
RECOMMENDATION
California Department of Education Recommendation
Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 5 sections 11963.3, 11963.4, and 11963.6, the California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE approve a determination of funding, identified in Attachment 1, for charter schools that offer nonclassroom-based instruction. 
Advisory Commission on Charter Schools Recommendation

The Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) met on June 14, 2012, and voted to recommend approval of the determination of funding request for the charter schools identified in Attachment 1. The motion passed unanimously for all of the charter schools except for one.Charter (#1146). 
The ACCS recommended approval of the determination of funding request for one.Charter (#1146) by a vote of six to zero with one abstention.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES 
Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 5 sections 11963.3, 11963.4, and 11963.6, charter schools requesting a determination of full (100 percent) funding meet the following criteria:

· At least 40 percent of the school’s public revenues are to be spent on salaries and benefits for all employees who possess a valid teaching certificate. 
· At least 80 percent of all revenues are to be spent on instruction and related services.
· The ratio of average daily attendance for independent study pupils to full-time certificated employees does not exceed a pupil-teacher ratio of 25:1.
Additionally, any SBE-approved determination of funding shall be in increments of a minimum of two years and a maximum of five years in length. 5 CCR Section 11963.6(a) requires a determination of two years for a new charter school in its first year of operation. Furthermore, EC Section 47612.5(d)(2) requires a determination of five years for a charter school that has achieved a rank of six or greater on the Academic Performance Index (API) for the two years immediately prior to receiving a determination of funding. Hallmark Charter School (#0257) has met the API rank requirement and is therefore being recommended for five years. As a guide when making a recommendation for a funding determination, the CDE has recommended a three-year determination period for a charter school in operation for less than three years and a four-year determination period for a charter school in operation for three or more years. If an otherwise eligible charter school requests fewer years, the CDE makes a corresponding recommendation. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
The SBE is responsible for approving a determination of funding to establish eligibility for apportionment funding for charter schools that offer nonclassroom-based instruction. The CDE notes that this request is a recurring action item for the SBE.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
If approved, the charter schools listed in Attachment 1 would receive apportionment funding under the charter school block grant funding model. Funding is based on the statewide average funding levels for each grade span (kindergarten through grade three, grades four through six, grades seven through eight, and grades nine through twelve). Calculations use revenue limits for unified, elementary, and high school districts. 
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1:   California Department of Education Determination of Funding     
Recommendation (2 Pages)

California Department of Education

Proposed Determination of Funding Recommendation

Proposed Recommendation – Continuing Charter Schools

Fiscal Year 2012–13 through 2016–17
	Charter

Number
	County
	School
	First Year

Of 

Operation
	Funding Request


	CDE

Proposed

Recommendation
	2009–10
	2010–11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Statewide
	Statewide

	
	
	
	
	
	
	API
	Similar Schools
	API
	Similar Schools

	0257
	Fresno
	Hallmark Charter School
	1999–00
	100% 5 Years
	100% 5 Years
	8
	8
	8
	10


Proposed Recommendation – Continuing Charter Schools

Fiscal Year 2012–13 through 2015–16
	Charter

Number
	County
	School
	First Year 

of

Operation
	Funding Request
	CDE 

Proposed

Recommendation
	2009–10
	2010–11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Statewide
	Statewide

	
	
	
	
	
	
	API
	Similar
	API
	Similar

	0163
	Fresno
	New Millennium Institute of Education
	1999–00
	100% 5 Years
	100% 4 Years
	ASAM
	ASAM

	0519
	Ventura
	Somis Academy Charter School
	2003–04
	100% 5 Years
	100% 4 Years
	4
	Not Available
	2
	1


Proposed Recommendation – Continuing Charter Schools

Fiscal Year 2012–13 through 2014–15
	Charter

Number
	County
	School
	First Year of

Operation
	Funding Request
	CDE 

Proposed

Recommendation
	2009–10
	2010–11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Statewide
	Statewide

	
	
	
	
	
	
	API
	Similar
	API
	Similar

	1146
	San Joaquin
	one.Charter
	2010–11
	100% 5 Years
	100% 3 Years
	Not Available
	Not Available


Proposed Recommendation – Continuing Charter Schools

Fiscal Year 2012–13 through 2013–14
	Charter

Number
	County
	School
	First Year 

of

Operation
	Funding Request


	CDE 

Proposed

Recommendation
	2009–10
	2010–11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Statewide
	Statewide

	
	
	
	
	
	
	API
	Similar
	API
	Similar

	1183
	Shasta
	Cottonwood Creek Charter School
	2010–11
	100% 2 Years
	100% 2 Years
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable

	0088
	Kings
	Mid Valley Charter School
	1995–96
	100% 2 Years
	100% 2 Years
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable
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