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Dixon Montessori Charter School
355 North Almond Street

Dixon, CA 95620

October 7, 2011

Dear Mr. Work,

I am writing on behalf of the board of directors and school administrators of Dixon Montessori Charter School to formally request that a material revision to the school’s charter be placed as an action item on the January 2012 State Board of Education Meeting Agenda.  We are specifically seeking permission to increase the number of students who may be taught at Dixon Montessori.

Currently our school serves 287 students.  However, the enrollment numbers mutually agreed upon by DMCS and SBE will not allow us to meet local demand for our program.  This year the school is serving students in Kindergarten through seventh grades.  We are adding an eighth grade next year. The influx of new Kindergarten students and the transition of our seventh grade students into eighth grade would exceed the agreed upon enrollment levels next year and for this reason we are seeking authorization for a material revision to allow the school to reach an eventual student population of 432 students by 2014-2015 – 48 children at each of the grade levels served by the school.   

The school’s governing board and administrators analyzed and considered many options before making this request.  In anticipation of meeting the needs of our growing student body and maintaining the integrity of our academic program, the governing board made changes to the school’s administrative structure, hired a consultant to create a program aligned to our charter for our emerging middle school program, did a site analysis to ensure that there was sufficient capacity at the school’s current location to instruct a larger student body and worked with the school’s financial advisor to ensure that the expansion will not fiscally jeopardize the school.  This advanced planning has positioned the school to serve a larger enrollment in a sound and effective fashion.

When Dixon Montessori became a state authorized charter school, we agreed to continue our emphasis striving to have the school’s enrollment reflect the demographics of the city of Dixon.  When SBE Member D. Lopez moved to approve the school’s petition the following provision was stipulated: The school will make a strong concerted effort to diversify the student body to reflect the students within the county or district. We have made this effort, but the school needs the ability to expand enrollment to meet this goal of demographic parity.  

Dixon Montessori feels that our request is in accordance with Education Code Section 47605 (d)(2)(C).   Dixon Montessori is not able to accommodate all of the applicants who wish to attend the school.  As a result the school must place students by an annual public lottery and many students are forced to enroll at other schools.  If Dixon Montessori does not increase enrollment in 2012-2013, it will compel us to seriously limit the number of Kindergarteners served in order to serve the students currently enrolled. The school has devoted considerable resources in training, staffing, curriculum and materials to deliver a strong academic program.  This can be witnessed in the school’s test scores both overall and within subgroups which are higher than every other school within Dixon.  Increasing our enrollment would allow us to serve a larger number of students who are seeking a quality public education.  

Thank you for your assistance with this request,

Debbie Knox

DMCS Governing Board President

Jose Setka

DMCS Governing Board Secretary

Dean Baldwin

DMCS Governing Board Treasurer

Erica Hurtado

DMCS Governing Board Member

Dennis Ballance

DMCS Governing Board Member

Linda Delgado

DMCS Director

Carolyn Pfister

DMCS Director


