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	SUBJECT

Western Sierra Collegiate Academy: Hold a Public Hearing to Consider a Material Revision of the Charter to Expand Grade Levels Served and Amend Graduation Requirements.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE
Western Sierra Collegiate Academy (WSCA) (County-District-School Code 31 76570 0119487), a State Board of Education (SBE) authorized school, has requested a material revision of its charter to expand grade levels served and amend the existing graduation requirements, as referenced in Attachment 1. The current charter authorizes WSCA to serve 550 pupils in grades seven through twelve. Approval of this request will allow WSCA to serve grades six through twelve as well as amend the graduation requirements but will not change the approved number of pupils to be served.
RECOMMENDATION
California Department of Education Recommendation

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE hold a public hearing and approve the request to revise the charter petition to expand grade levels served, revise the graduation requirements, and make minor revisions to reflect new laws since the last approval as required by Education Code (EC) Section 47607(a)(2). 

Advisory Commission on Charter Schools Recommendation

The Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) met on February 8, 2012, and voted to recommend approval of the material revision request. As part of its action, the ACCS recommended that the SBE permit WSCA to revise its graduation requirements in the future without a material revision to its charter, as long as the graduation requirements met or exceeded the University of California/California State University 
a-g requirements. The motion passed unanimously.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES 
On March 12, 2009, the SBE approved the WSCA charter petition to serve grades seven through twelve in a site-based charter school.

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the revised charter petition (Attachment 4) which reflects the material revision of WSCA charter for the following reasons:

· The current WSCA facilities are safe, Americans with Disabilities Act compliant and sufficient to accommodate estimated student enrollment and to carry out the curricular and instruction program envisioned in the charter.
· WSCA can continue to serve their pupils in grade level configurations more in line with local school districts.

· The curriculum in grade six will follow state standards and the Core Knowledge Curriculum Sequence (CK Sequence), as referenced in Attachment 2. The CK Sequence is currently used in grades seven and eight at WSCA.
· The modifications to the graduation requirements will allow WSCA to serve more transfer students at the high school level. The proposed changes more closely align with the general graduation requirements at local high schools, while maintaining the rigorous “a-g” course curriculum for all students. The specific changes include the following:

· Reducing the science requirement from four to three years
· Reducing the foreign language requirement from three to two years
· Reducing the fine arts requirement from three to two years 
· Increasing the elective requirement from three to six classes
· In the two years of operation as an SBE-authorized charter school, WSCA has fully complied with the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding with the SBE. 
· WSCA has been fiscally responsible and solvent. WSCA submitted the first interim report to the CDE by December 15, 2011. This report reflects a positive ending balance for 2011–12 of $622,970.
Current academic data for WSCA is provided in Attachment 3.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
The SBE authorized WSCA on March 12, 2009. The Placer County Board of Education denied WSCA’s appeal on November 13, 2008. The Rocklin Unified School District denied the WSCA petition on August 20, 2008. 
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Operation of WSCA has essentially no fiscal impact on the state as a whole. The CDE receives approximately one percent of WSCA’s general purpose apportionment for CDE’s oversight activities. 
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1:  Western Sierra Collegiate Academy Request for Material Revision and Supporting Documents (9 Pages)
Attachment 2:  Western Sierra Collegiate Academy Revised Petition (115 Pages)
Attachment 3:
Western Sierra Collegiate Academy Data Tables (8 Pages)
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